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The New Sappho Papyrus of Cologne
or the Eternal Youth of Poetry

José-Antonio Ferndndez-Delgado, Salamanca

Abstract: In contrast to the idea of the first editors of Sappho’s poem, taken up by other
scholars more recently, who consider that the text is incomplete and that it continued in
the four lines that follow its copy in P. Oxy. 1787 (fr. 58,23-26 V.), this contribution aims
to show that the poem may be a complete, harmonious composition with unitary mean-
ing. To do so, a study of the composition, structure and style of the poem is carried out,
with a proposal of reconstruction and translation, as well as its classification as a monodic
poem destined for dance.

1. In 2004, three sequences of lines of the Cologne papyri collection (with inven-
tory numbers 21351 and 21376) were published by M. Gronewald and R. W. Da-
niel'. The first two sequences (11. 1-8 and 1. 9-20) were attributed to two poems by
Sappho and the third (11. 21-24) was not, because of the metrics, among other rea-
sons. In 2007 they were published as P. Kdoln Gr. 11 429 + P. Koln Gr. 11 430 (=
LDAB 10253 = M-P? 1440.01)>. The lost margin of the sequence of 1. 9-20 was
completed owing to the testimony of P. Oxy. 1787 fr. 1 and 2, published in 1922,
which contains another twenty-six Sapphic lines, in this case damaged on the left
margin, in which lines 11-22 coincide with the 12 lines of the Cologne papyrus
mentioned (and the last two of the following four lines are attributed to Sappho by
Clearchus [fr. 41 Wehrli] in Athenaeus 15,687b). The Cologne papyrus was dated
to the early 3" century B.C., and is thus the oldest Sappho papyrus published: the
Oxyrhynchus Papyrus had been dated to between the 27 and 3 century A.D.
According to this and thanks to the effort of a number of scholars to recon-
struct the damaged left margin of the first four lines of the text plus the two short
syllables of the first choriamb of line 10, the text (including the proposals indi-
cated to fill the gaps) and the translation of the poem would be as follows?:

*  This paper forms part of the Research Project FFI12010-21125, of the MICINN. Previous ver-
sions of the paper were presented as a lecture at a Seminar organized by the University of Ex-
tremadura, in May 2013, and at the Jornadas Cientificas sobre Poetologia y Metapoesia grie-
gas del Helenismo a la Antigiiedad Tardia (FF12010-19063 del Plan Nacional de 1+D-+

2008-2011), organized by the University of Cadiz in the same month.

M. Gronewald/R. W. Daniel, “Ein neuer Sappho-Papyrus”, ZPE 147 (2004) 1-8.

2 M. Gronewald/R. W. Daniel, “Griechische Literarische Texte: 429. Sappho”, Kolner Papyri,
Band 11 (Ch. Armoni, M. Gronewald, K. Maresch, et al., eds.), Papyrologica Coloniensia 7
(Paderborn 2007) 1-11; “Griechische Literarische Texte: 430. Lyrischer Text (Sappho-Papy-
rus)”, Kolner Papyri, Band 11 (Ch. Armoni, M. Gronewald, K. Maresch, ct al., eds.), Papyro-
logica Coloniensia 7 (Paderborn 2007) 12-9.

3 On text reconstruction and dilferent proposals to fill the gaps, cf. J. A. Ferndndez-Delgado,
“On the Cologne Sappho papyrus”, ZPE 191 (2014) 21-24.
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Aékecbe 1o Moioav iJox[6]Anwy kdha ddpor, Taideg, 1
Opynole 8¢ kot Tarlv @rhdoidov Arydpov geAdvvor-

Euot 8 émadov mpiv] mot’ [E]ovto pda yiipaig M

EnéAAoPe, Aebron & £y]évovto Tpiyeg £k peloivoy:

Bépug 8¢ w 6 [0]Bpog memdnton, yova. & [o] eépoiot, 5
10 81 moto Aadymp” Eov 8pyno®d’ Toa vePpiotot.

0 <uév> otevoyicdm Bopéme: GAL T kev moeiny;

dyfpaov GvBpmrov Zovt’ ob dbvartoy yévesOat.

kol yép wfo]ro TiBwvov Epoavto Ppoddmayvv Abmy

gpot [Slppov] eloavBapey’ eig Eoyorta Yog eéporsalv 10
Zovta [K]dAov kol véov, GAX ooV Buwg Epapye

Take, girls, the beautiful gifts of the fragrant-breasted Muses 1
And dance to the lively sound of the song-loving lyre.

My skin, once smooth, by old age has now been taken,

and my tresses, once black, became white;

my vigour has gone sluggish and my legs no longer sustain me, 5
that once were nimble for dancing like fawns’ legs.

Often do I lament this, but what can I do?

It is impossible not to age being human.

As well rosy-armed Aurora one day for love it is said

took Tithonus to the ends of the earth in her chariot, 10
because he was young and beautiful, but nonetheless in time

hoary old age took hold of him, though immortal wife he had attained®.

2. In contrast to the idea of the first editors of Sappho’s poem, taken up by other
scholars more recently, who consider that the text is incomplete and that it con-
tinued in the four lines that follow its copy in P. Oxy. 1787 (fr. 58,23-26 V.), I be-
lieve that the poem may be a complete, harmonious composition with unitary
meaning®. I shall try to explain this once I have glossed the two halves that

4

This should be the Spanish (my native language) translation:

Acoged, muchachas, los hermosos dones de las Musas de fragante seno 1

vy danzad al agudo son de la lira amante del canto.

De mi piel, que antes era tersa, ya la vejez

se apoderd y mis cabellos, que eran negros, se pusieron blancos;

mi vigor se ha vuelto lento y no me sostienen las piernas, 5

que antafio eran dgiles para la danza como las de los cervatos.

De ello a menudo me lamento, pero ;qué puedo hacer?

No es posible no envejecer siendo humano.

También Aurora de rosados brazos decian que un dia por amor

sellevo a Titono hasta el fin de la tierra montada en su carro, 10

porque era hermoso y joven, pero sin embargo con el tiempo

de él se aduerio la canosa vejez, aunque esposa inmortal habia logrado.

This is also the opinion of H. Bernsdorff, “Offene Gedichtschliisse”, ZPE 153 (2005) 1-6; M. L.
West, “The New Sappho”, ZPE 151 (2005) 1-9; A. Hardie, “Sappho, the Muscs, and Life after
Death”, ZPE 154 (2005) 13-32; H. Rodrigucz Somolinos, “Safo, Titono y la cigarra (PKdln.
inv. 21351re + 21376 + POxy. 1787)”, in Ad amicam amicissime scripta. Homenaje a la pro-
fesora M“Jose Lopez de Ayala (Madrid 2005) I, 129-136; M. A. Santamaria Alvarez, “La su-
erte de Titono. En torno al nuevo poema de Safo sobre la vejez”, in G. Hinojo Andrés/
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clearly comprise the poem and within these halves the pair of compositional se-
quences that symmetrically shape them based on a series of six smaller units,
each of which is composed of a pair of hagesichorean metres with double chori-
ambic expansion, in distichs of more or less autonomous semantics that seem to
suggest the true rhythmic basis of the choreography proposed®. The type of me-
tre, which was named based on its presence in unexpanded form in an emblem-
atic line by Alcman’, is yet another element of kinship that Sappho’s poem has
with the choral melic, to be added to everything else previously noted®.
Although based on a stichic line, each of the six pairs of lines grouped in
each half of the poem are actually a kind of relatively independent short stanza
well worked from the syntactic, stylistic and semantic point of view, with perhaps

J. C.Fernandez Corte (Eds.), Mvavs Qvaesitvim Meritis. Homenaje a Carmen Codofier (Sala-
manca 2007) 785-794 and even before of V. Di Benedetto, “Osservazioni sul nuovo papiro di
Saffo”, ZPE 149 (2004) 5-6; “La nuova Saffo ¢ dintorni”, ZPE 153 (2005) 7-20, and W. Luppe,
“Uberlegungen zur Gedicht-Anordnung im neuen Sappho-Papyrus”, ZPE 149 (2004) 7-9. In
contrast, sharing the opinion of the editors are M. Puelma and F. Angio, “Sappho und Posci-
dippos. Nachtrag zum Sonnenuhr-Epigramm 52 A.-B. des Maildnder Papyrus”, ZPE 152
(2005) 13-15 and M. Magnani, “Note alla nuova Saffo”, Eikasmos 16 (2005) 41-49, and sub-
secquently E. Livrca, “La vecchiaia su papiro: Saffo, Simonide, Callimaco, Cercida”, in
G. Bastianini/A. Casanova (Eds.), I papiri di Safo e di Alceo (Atti del convegno internazionale
di studi, Firenze, 8-9 giugno 2006) (Firenze 2007) 67-81; D. Yatromanolakis, “P. Colon. inv.
21351421376 and P. Oxy. 1787 fr. 1: Music, Cultural Politics, and Hellenistic Anthologies”, Hel-
lenika 58.2 (2008) 1-19; A. Lardinois, “The New Sappho Poem (P. K¢ln 21351 and 21376): Key
to the Old Fragments”, in E. Green/M. Skinner (Eds.), Classics@ Volume 4 (The Center for
Hellenic Studies of Harvard University 2011), online edition of March 9: The new Sappho on
old age: textual and philosophical issues (Washington D.C./Cambridge Mass. 2009) http.://chs.
harvard.edu/wa/pageR?tn=ArticleWrapper&bdc=12&mn=3534; G. Nagy, “The ‘New Sappho’
Reconsidered in the Light of the Athenian Reception of Sappho”, in E. Green/M. Skinner
(Eds.), Classics@ Volume 4 (The Center for Hellenic Studies of Harvard University 2011), on-
line edition of March 11: The new Sappho on old age: textual and philosophical issues (Wa-
shington D.C./Cambridge Mass. 2009) chs.harvard.edu/wa/pageR?tn...bdc=12...=3534; and
A. Bierl, “Der neue Sappho-Papyrus aus Koln und Sapphos Erncuerung”, chs.harvard.edu/
wa/pageR?tn...bdc=12...=2012. Nagy’s idea, shared by Bierl and following the early editors, is
that the P. Oxy. copy plus the four following lines constitute the complete and canonical ver-
sion of Sappho’s poem, copied incomplete on P. Kdln, and that this shorter version would be
justificd by its usc in citharodic compctitions and symposium performances, given the antho-
logical character of the set of lines transmitted on both papyri.

6 My idca of the structure of the poem thus differs from others that have been made, cf. M. A.
Santamaria Alvarez, op. cit., or M. Steinriick, “Sapphos Alterslied und kein Ende”, QUCC 86
(2007) 89-94, who, based on the quadruple analysis, in my opinion not always relevant, of me-
tric word-endings, interaction ol phonic repetitions and rhythm, semantic level and repetition
of lexical units, considers the poem a complete composition as well, but at the expense of think-
ing it a wedding song — of which there is no trace in the poem —and the love between Tithonus
and Aurora a function of it.

7  Cf. M. L. West, Greek Meter (Oxford 1982) 47s. It is the characteristic verse of the composi-
tions contained in Book I'V of the Hellenistic edition of Sappho, according to the reconstruc-
tion proposed by D. Page, Sappho and Alcaeus. An Introduction to the Study of Ancient Les-
bian Poetry (Oxford 1955) 319, who points out its metric organization “marked olf in distichs”.

8  Cf.]J. A. Ferndndez-Delgado, op. cit.
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the exception of that formed by the last two lines, the first of which (1. 11) de-
pends syntactically on the previous one. This means that the movement and
rhythm of the poem, despite the uniformity of the stichos, proceed based on
these small stanza units that move ahead superimposed on one another. In the
Spanish translation I have tried to reflect this effect by using d-o assonance at
the end of each pair of lines.

Thus, the first pair of lines, addressed to the young girls (and even leaving to
one side the possible phonic parallelism of the pair of verbal forms proposed for
the beginning), are closely connected and marked off from what comes after, ow-
ing to the mention of poetry (1o Moioaw i]ok[6]Anwv kdho ddpa) in the first line,
and of the accompanying music (taJv ¢1Adordov Arydpov xeAdvvav) in the sec-
ond line. In the second pair of lines the first refers to the effects of old age on the
visible part of the body, on the skin, and the second one refers to the hair, both
lines being joined in a forced enjambement. The third pair refers to the effects
of age on the strength of the body in the first line, specifically on the legs in the
first line and the second, with the end of both lines (5-6) coinciding in a similar
distribution of words that includes a double homeoteleuton and an identical se-
quence of paroxytone plus proparoxytone (yova 8’ [o]0 @époiot: Toa vePploio).
The fourth pair of lines contains the question and the negative and already
known answer to whether it is possible to do anything about bothersome old age
apart from bemoaning it, and the last word of the line is trisyllabic in both cases
(moeinv: yéveoBou). Acting as an exemplum for what comes before, the fifth pair
of lines refers to the mythical abduction of Tithonus by Aurora (Dawn), who fell
in love with him and took him to the edge of the Earth, where she returns each
day eternally, and the last pair of lines describes how he, who was young and
handsome, was also overtaken by old age despite having an immortal for his
wife. The last word in both these lines is also trisyllabic, as well as proparoxytone
(Euapye: Gxortwy).

The six pairs of lines, in turn, can be grouped into two halves of three and
three, with a structure between them that is to a large extent specular. In the first
half, the first of the three pairs of lines contains the invocation the poetic subject
makes to the young girls of the Sapphic group exhorting them to take, to receive,
in short to enjoy the gift of poetry and to dance to the rhythm of its song, as we
understand (@uA&oidov, 1. 2), and its musical accompaniment. The other two pairs
of lines posit, on the contrary, the inability of the poetic subject to dance because
of old age, the effects of which are described concisely but effectively, at the level
of the outer body and the hair in the first pair of lines and as concerns the energy
and vigour of the body and legs in the second pair; emphasis is put on the last el-
ement, the most important one in the counterpoint, furthermore with the use of
a line that includes, in addition to an adjective (Aatynp’, referring to the past), a
comparison (1. 6), when the description of the other three elements is made only
with adjectives (Gmodov, referring to the past; Aedxon and pelaivay, referring to
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the present and the past, respectively; Bapug referring to the present, succes-
sively).

In the second half of the poem the first pair of lines replaces the invocative-
interpellative component of its homologue pair of lines in the first part with a
personal declaration and a purely rhetorical self-interpellation of the poetic sub-
ject as to what can be done in the face of old age apart from bemoaning it, fol-
lowed by her negative response in the form of a gnome that has universal appli-
cability (1. 8). The other two pairs of lines introduce the myth of Tithonus and
Aurora in a summarized fashion limited to the aspects that are relevant to the
case (the same as in the description of the effects of ageing in the two homolo-
gous pairs of lines in the first part). The one is named after the other in the same
line (9), the name of Tithonus clearly standing out in front of the rest of the sen-
tence, with Aurora falling in love and abducting him to her immortal residence
away from the Earth, all for a beauty that age would also wither despite the im-
mortality of the wife.

According to the myth, told for the first time in the Hymn to Aphrodite
(1. 218 et seq.), whose intertext the debated imperfect €pavto (1. 9) seems to be
pointing to’ and whose pars epica in turn addresses the loves of this goddess with
the mortal Anchises, Tithonus was a Trojan prince, the brother of King Priam,
who looked after livestock, the same as the Trojan Anchises, who occasionally
enjoyed himself playing the lyre (h. Ven. 80). Just as Aphrodite fell in love with
Anchises, Aurora fell in love with Tithonus, and she asked Zeus to give him im-
mortality, at the same time forgetting to ask that he will be saved from old age.
Tithonus gradually grew old and withered, with the exception of his voice
(h. Ven. 237), which a certain version of the myth present in the prologue to the
Aitia of Callimachus (fr. 1,32-38 Pf.) transforms into that of the melodious ci-
cada. Thus, although it is not mentioned in Sappho’s text, this part of the myth
suggests an extension of the comparison of Tithonus (and indirectly Anchises)
with the poet herself to the extent that both of them practised the same profes-
sion of aoidds, a confrontation confirmed in turn by certain representations of
Tithonus on ceramics holding a lyre in his hand!’. The immediate function of the
myth, as in many cases, is clearly to vouch for (ko yap, . 9) the gnomic assertion
given in answer (1. 8), and thus it also vouches for the postulate, formulated indi-
rectly in the form of a rhetorical question (1. 7), that nothing can be done to avoid

9 CI. R. Rawles, “Notes on the Interpretation of the ‘New Sappho’”, ZPE 157 (2006) 1-7; L. B.
Bettarini, “Note esegettiche alla nuova Saffo: i versi di Titono (fr. 58, 19-22 V.)”, ZPE 159
(2007) 1-10; pace C. G. Brown, “To the End of the Earth: Sappho on Tithonus”, ZPE 178 (2011)
21-25, who has the merit of showing the true meaning of the phrase eic £oyoto Yo in connec-
tion with the statc of supreme happiness usually bound in myth to the ends of the carth, but
who is not persuasive in contemplating the mythical reference by Sappho in two moments, [rom
where the strange use of £pavto instead of the verb in present, an explanation which doesn’t
take into account the presence of wt[o]ra, 1. 9 .

10 Cf. A. Bierl, op. cit.
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old age. Thus we now have new points of affinity of Sappho’s poem with particu-
larly characteristic traits — the gnome and the myth and the connection between
them — of the choral lyric genre, to add to those pointed out previously.

The paronomasia of the terms yeAvvvaw, L. 2: pelaivay, 1. 4, ending, respec-
tively, the second line of the first two pairs of the first part of the poem, together
with the two words with proparoxytone at the end and with homeoteleuton ([o]v)
eépotot: vePploot that ends the last pair of lines in this part (5-6), undoubtedly
contribute to lending cohesion to the whole. In a parallel way, the words
véveoBoau, 1. 8: eépotcalv, 1. 10, on the one hand, and &uopye: dxottw, I1. 11-12 on
the other, which share, respectively, analogous characteristics and positions in
the second part of the poem, also add to the cohesion of the poem’s composition,
at the same time that they reinforce the already indicated mirror reflection of
this part of the poem with respect to the structure of the first part. Also contrib-
uting to this same objective is the semantic and formal correspondence between
the sentence summarizing the description of the effects of ageing on the skin on
the part of the poetic subject in the first part of the poem, £uot & dnoiov npiv]
not’ [€]lovia xpoa yRipag Hidn / énéAlaPe, 11. 3—4, and the one in the second part
that tells how, with time, old age eventually reached Tithonus, young and beau-
tiful as he was, €ovta. [K]dAov kol véov, GAN adTov Bpeg Enopye / xpdvot nOAlov
yfipog, 1. 11-12, a correspondence that leaves patently clear the paradigmatic
function that the myth adopts in this text. What is more, the actual function of
the description of the effects of ageing with respect to the invocative-exhortative
pair of lines that precede it, in the first part of the poem, is not very different
from the expressly explanatory function (ko yap, 1. 9) that the mythical story has
in the second part in regard to the sequence of self-lamentation, rhetorical inter-
pellation, and gnomic (and therefore self-exhortative) response contained in the
preceding pair of lines: although not explicitly, this description likewise has an
explanatory function (“[sc. because] my skin, once smooth, by old age has been
taken ...”), in this case, of why the poectic subject cannot participate in the dance
she is urging the girls to do. Thus the first half of the poem could easily pass for
a manifestation of the carpe diem theme, if the second part did not clearly show
the (self-)consolation for the deprivation by means of the gnome, the example
from the myth and above all through the situational though not obvious parallel
that it provides, and that I shall attempt to reveal to its full extent.

However, the stylistic resource that most contributes to reinforce the seman-
tic cohesion of the second half of the poem is undoubtedly the strong alliteration
and the symmetry (chiasmus) of the syllabic distribution (a-a-govt: 4-3-2 syll. ::
g-ovT-o-o: 2-4-3 syll.) among the words comprising the syntagmas &ynpo.ov
avOpmnov €ovt’, at the beginning of the mythical reference, 1. 8, and &x[olvt’
aBovdrtay dxottiy, at the end of it, 1. 12, a stylistic connection which, taken out-
side the context as its sonorous power suggests it should be, seems to synthesize,
creating a false expectation, the idea that could be expected from a story such as
the one the myth refers to but nonetheless does not illustrate, that of not grow-
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ing old and having a wife who is immortal. On the contrary, what the myth illus-
trates is the gnomic thought, expressed earlier (1. 8), that no human can avoid
growing old, not even someone who, like Tithonus, has been blessed, the same
as Anchises, with the love of an immortal woman.

In my opinion, then, it is undoubtedly this last point of the mythical story
that actually completes and culminates the cohesion between the two parts of
the poem, providing it with its true unity, although at first sight it may be more
difficult to detect it than the other formal and semantic correspondences pointed
out, as usually occurs in the so-called pointe of a literary genre like the epigram,
the well-controlled and narrowly responsive nature of which this brief poem by
Sappho seems to give a foretaste. Indeed, the concise mythical story of Tithonus
clearly echoes the case of ageing that affects the poetic subject and she attempts
to illustrate with this example, as seen in the formal parallels adduced and in an-
other more specific one that it is still not too late to point out: the unusual
iunctura even for Sappho néAov yfipag, 1. 12, expressively summarizes the sev-
eral aspects of ageing referred to in 1l. 3—4, including of course the whitening of
the hair (Aedxou ... tpiyeg, 1. 4). The mirror, then, into which the poetic subject
looks in order to console herself (GAAG Tt kev moetny; 1. 7) for the sorrow she feels
(tor <ugv> otevoyicdon Bapéwme, 1. 7) about not being able to take part in the
dance of the girls in her poetic circle (for whom she composes poetry, sings it and
accompanies it to music) because of the senile weakness of her legs, is Tithonus.
His beauty and youth, which captured the love of Aurora (£ovto [k]dAov kot
véov, L. 11), are precisely what the poetic subject has lost, we infer, upon getting
old, and by means of this parallel she insinuates it instead of expressly and inel-
egantly declaring it.

But what element in the first part of the poem is being mirrored in the ex-
pression dBovdrav dxotty, 1. 12, which closes the poem? And even before that,
of Bpodomoyvy Adwv, 1. 9, the goddess emulating Aphrodite? According to West,
the “immortal wife” alludes to the youth and beauty of the Sapphic cohort of
girls, who, “like undergraduates, are always young”'l. Now, although it is true
that the mention of the wife could perhaps refer to the type of sexual relation
that Sappho seems to have with the young girls in her circle, the latter could
never be described as immortal, despite the fact that the groups of girls were pe-
riodically renewed. What is, in contrast, as immortal as Tithonus’ goddess wife
(6Bavértay dxortw, 1. 12), with whom not for nothing they share the only other
reference to a divinity mentioned in the text and their description by means of a
sonorous type of compound possessive epithet based on a part of the body and
a flower with which it is compared (and thus of a purely metaphorical and purely
ornamental nature: Bpoddno vy, L. 9: iok[6]Anwv, 1. 1), are 1& Moicav i]ok[6]Anwv

11 M. L. West, “The New Sappho”, ZPE 151 (2005) 1-9. CI. also C. Geissler, “Der Tithonosmy-
thos bei Sappho und Kallimachos. Zu Sappho fr. 58 V., 11-22 und Kallimachos, Aitia fr. 1 P£.”,
Gottinger Forum fiir Altertumswissenschaft 8 (2005) 105-114 hup:/www.gfa.d-r.de/
dr,gfa,008,2005,a,05.pdf, R. Rawles, op. cit., 4-7; A. Bierl, op. cit.
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KGAo ddpa, v. 1, “the beautiful gifts of the Muses ...”, that is, the gift of poetry.
This is the gift that Sappho gives to her young followers, and that like the god-
dess Aurora (and like Tithonus’ own voice according to the mythical version of
h. Ven. 237) will last eternally despite its author’s ageing!?. This was the real sur-
prise that Sappho reserved for the final moment of the poem and to which she
subtly refers in its beginning in the form of a hidden Ring-Komposition (to.
Motoav ... kGha ddpa, v. 1: dBavdrtav dxottwy, 1. 12), a compositional structure
familiar to Sappho’s poetic techniques, as her best known poems attest (cf. 1 and
16 V.), starting with the one for which it shows a particular structural affinity
(31 V.), as I have already said®>.

3. Besides the explanation adduced by West and others, there have been
other attempts to justify the presence of the myth of Tithonus in the poem and
its ultimate meaning within it. In some cases it is seen simply as an illustration
of the theme of old age in the person of the hero, Tithonus, who represents it par
excellence'*; at other times it is seen as an argument affirming that all humans
necessarily grow old, within an ending structure that is supposedly “open” after

12 Theognis viewed it this way (cf. v. 250 dylod Movodov d®pa lootepdvav) in the promise of
immortality made to Cyrnus through his poctry (ll. 237-254). The compound cpithet
@l1Adodov, which describes the lyre, v. 2, is not really ornamental but describes and defines the
instrument, which is to accompany the song.

13 CI.J. A. Ferndndez-Delgado, op. cit., pace L. Edmunds, “The New Sappho: £pavto (9)”, ZPE
156 (2006) 23-26; “Tithonus in the ‘New Sappho’ and the Narrated Mythical Exemplum in Ar-
chaic Greek Poetry”, in E. Green/M. Skinner (Eds.), Classics@ Volume 4 (The Center for Hel-
lenic Studies of Harvard University 2011), on-line edition of March 9: The new Sappho on old
age: textual and philosophical issues, Washington D.C./Cambridge Mass. 2009 http://chs.har-
vard.edu/wa/pageR?tn=ArticleWrapper&bdc=12&mn=3534; D. Yatromanolakis, op. cit.;
A. Lardinois, op. cit.; G. Nagy, op. cit. The greatest stumbling block, in my view, [or the conti-
nuation, as these scholars propose, of the P. Koln poem in the four lines that follow it in
P. Oxy., is the content that can be glimpsed in the fragmentary state ol these lines, which in
their closest point of contact could refer to the fame of the poet after her death, in the same
line as the fragment that precedes the poem in P. Ké/n and that surcly can be explained by the
fact that it formed part of a thematic anthology; but this is a theme that, albeit related, is diffe-
rent from that of the immortality or “unwitherability” of poctry in contrast to the poct’s ageing,
and of which the twelve lines in question in the former make no mention. Below is the text of
P. Oxy 1787 (fr. 58,23-26 V.):

[ Jiévav vopicdet
[ Joug dmédodor
25 Eyo 8¢ elAnup afpocivay,; | tobto kot pot
10 A umpov £pog TdeM® Kol 10 kd,hov A€ A, 07y e.
The integration of the fragment proposed by V. Di Benedetto, “Il tetrastico di Saffo e tre pos-
tille”, ZPE 155 (2006) 5 is as follows:
Bavorsav dotdov 10 miv 0vdeig eO]iévay vopicdet
dAlotot 1oy doca BéAmat Kpovid]aig dndodot.
25 Eyw 8¢ eiAnup’ &Ppocivay, [Tote 8¢] todrto Kol pot
70 Aoumpov Epmg deAlm Kol 10 KaAov AEAOYYE.
14 Cf. M. Gronewald, R. W. Daniel, “Nachtrag zum neuen Sappho-Papyrus”, ZPE 149 (2004) 1-4.
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the use of the myth, as occurs, for example, in some of Pindar’s poems!s. More
interesting in my view, however, are the explanations that address the consoling
part of the myth, such as that by Geissler, who, adducing as parallels the passage
from A. Ven. 237 according to which Tithonus preserved his voice in the midst of
his progressive decrepitude, or the passages from Homer in regard to Nestor and
his proverbial eloquence despite his elderliness, considers that Sappho finds her
consolation in the continuing survival of her enduring poetic voice!s. There is
also the suggestion made by Rodriguez Somolinos, who points to the song of the
cicada mentioned by Callimachus as the key to that endurance’’. Further, we
have the proposal made by Hardie, according to which Sappho’s poem and the
mythical story included in it serve as a compensation and consolation for the loss
of beauty and youth, with the lesson in moral beauty, “the beautiful gifts of the
Muses”, that can be derived from the poem for the young girls'®. Attempts have
also been made to see Sappho’s consolation in something that precisely differen-
tiates her situation from that of Tithonus: that she sees hope in the liberation from
the sorrows and troubles of old age that death will bring her, in contrast to what
has happened to the immortal mythical hero, who must remain old forever!’.

I believe, nonetheless, that in this case it is not necessary to force the receiver
of Sappho’s poem to appeal to literary testimonies beyond her own, to look for
a key such as that of the moral lesson, only implicit in the poem, or the idea of
death as liberation from old age, for which no allusion can be perceived in the
poem itself, to prove that the true gift that the Muses gave to the poet, that is,
their poetic inspiration as she suggests in the first line of the poem, is the equiv-
alent in the paradigmatic and consoling mirror of the myth of Tithonus to that
“immortal wife” with which the poem concludes, as well as the immortality of
the mythical hero and perhaps his voice, the only thing that the goddess man-
aged to have preserved in him unscathed. That is, the immortality that the gift
of poetry provides, eternally surviving through the voices of the successive gen-
erations of its singers, is without doubt the consolation which Sappho turns to as
a compensation for the lack of physical faculties — which are none other than
those the poem describes — that old age has entailed. There is a well-known Sap-
phic fragment (55 V.) that very clearly expresses, albeit through negativity, this
idea of immortality that the gift of poetry provides, as well as its opposite:

kotBdvoton 8¢ keiont 00OE moto pvopoctva oébev
£o0et’ 000¢€ ok’ T Dotepov: o yop medéynic Ppddmv

15 H. Bernsdorff, op. cit.

16 C. Geissler, op. cit.

17 H. Rodriguez Somolinos, op. cit.

18 A.Hardic, op. cit.

19 M. A. Santamaria Alvarez, op. cit., who to support his idca cites a testimony by Mimnermus
in regard to Tithonus (fr. 4 W.) and another one classified among the Sappho fragments of
uncertain authorship (Inc. Auct. {r. 18 (b) V.), both expressing a preference for death over old
age.
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tav £x [Teplog GAN aedvng kév "Atda d0pmt
QoUTdonig ted AuopwV VEKO®V EKTEROTOUEVOZ,

Dead you will lie and no one will remember you

(at all) in the future, as you do not participate in the roses

of Pieria. Rather, you will also wander through the abode of Hades
without being seen, rolling among the dark cadavers®'.

4. Thus, to summarize, the text transmitted not long ago by P. Kdoln 429+430,
dated to the early 3" century B.C. and thus the oldest papyrus of Sappho known
to date, a text completed in the endings of a good half of its lines by the testimony
of P. Oxy. 1787, edited in 1922 and dated to the 2" and 3™ century A.D., contains
a poem that has all the appearance of being complete, and as such, of being an
addition to the other two or three cases of complete or half complete poems
among the Sappho fragments that have been preserved, more abundant but not
so much so. This is confirmed, beyond the setting and the type of poem, beyond
certain significant coincidences in their vocabulary (beginning with the sono-
rous epithet iJox[6]Anwv, L. 1: ¢f. 103 V., 6 and 7) and phraseology??, even beyond

20

21

22

CI. V. Di Benedetto, “Il tema della vecchiaia ¢ il 1. 58 di Saffo”, QUCC 19 (1985) 145-163 and
cf. regarding this same theme P. K¢ln 429, col. I, 1-8, which comes from another poem on the
same Cologne papyrus as probably parts of that thematic anthology of texts meant for some
occasion such as a symposium (cf. D. Yatromanolakis, op. cit.; G. Nagy, op. cit.; A. Bierl, op.
cit.); init, Sappho considers the honours that await her in Hades corresponding to her prestige
in life:

lol
2 oy |
[ vov o[ty [

4 | vépBe 8¢ yoic ve |...]

] vExorsay vépos o [loucey
6 ] olev a¢ vV émi yog fotcay

Aydpaw, [o]i kev ELotoo mouTiy
8 ].. o0 xG&Aat, Moto’, deidw.

In the second line of fr. 55 V. a proposal of the type suggested by Page 008’ 1o t01g Votepov,
which nonetheless has the disadvantage of converting the concept of (permanent) memory into
a single moment’s “recall”, or perhaps, I think, 006¢ Tuiot Yotepov despite the hiatus, could
solve the problem posed by the locus desperatus 000¢ Trox’t Votepov. The Bpddav tawv £x
[Meplog “roses of Pieria” are obviously another metaphor to designate 1o Motcav ilox[6]Anwv
KGAo ddpoL.

Muerta yacerds y de ti no habrd jamds memoria

(alguna) en el futuro, pues no participas de las rosas

de Pieria. Al contrario, también en la morada de Hades vagards

sin ser vista, revoloteando entre caddveres oscuros.

Cf. in this respect the parallels, in Sappho and outside Sappho, contributed by the works by
M. Gronewald/R. W. Daniel, “Ein neuer Sappho-Papyrus”, ZPE 147 (2004) 1-8; “Nachtrag
zum ncuen Sappho-Papyrus”, ZPE 149 (2004) 1-4; V. Di Benedetto, “Osservazioni sul nuovo
papiro di Saffo”, ZPE 149 (2004) 5-6; “La nuova Saffo ¢ dintorni”, ZPE 153 (2005) 7-20;
H. Bernsdortf, “Schwermut des Alters im neuen Kolner Sappho-Papyrus”, ZPE 150 (2004)
27-32 and op. cit.; M. L. West, “The New Sappho”, ZPE 151 (2005) 1-9; A. Hardie, op. cit.;
M. Puelma/F. Angio, op. cit.
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certain thematic considerations of old age as I have just pointed out, in particular
by the narrow confluence between the compositional model of this poem and that
adopted by the known fr. 31 V. Both are constituted by an invocation in second
person to one or more girls in Sappho’s poetic circle, followed by a semantic coun-
terpoint with the contents of the former, which consists of the more or less de-
tailed serial description of sensations or effects on the poetic subject herself, of
mental motivation in one case, and physical in the other, followed by a consola-
tory self-interpellation, followed in turn by its justification, which in fr. 31 was lost
(although it could consist of a gnome to judge by its hypothetical beginning: érxet
Kot Tévnta ... “because also (to) the poor ...”) and in the present poem is ex-
pressed by means of a gnome followed by an exemplum from myth. And all of
this is supported in both cases by an effective use of Ring-Komposition (eoivetol
pot, 31,1: paivoy’ €W atou, 31,16; 10 Motoaw ... kdAo ddpo: Exlolvt’ dBavdtoy
akottw, lines 1 and 12 of the present poem, with a more sophisticated use of the
procedure), through which the poet usually shows longing (cf. Saf. 1 V. &AAd T01d’
END’, v. 4: €ABe not ol viv, v. 25; 16 V.,1-2: 19-20; that is, all the cases in which it
is possible to see this).

As regards the unity of the poem, apart from the ring composition already
pointed out and regardless of whether the poem consists basically of the same
structural elements as poem 31 V. (invocation + self-descriptive counterpoint +
self-consolation — which could possibly comprise gnome and even myth in both
cases: that is, in the end, the well-known type of three-part composition), I have
already indicated how in this case its components are organized into a mirror
image or specular format that consists of two halves of the same length, each of
which has three pairs of lines that are relatively autonomous, with a somewhat
analogous relation between the first pair on the one hand and the other two pairs
on the other. The meaning of the poem is to exhort the young girls in Sappho’s
poetic circle to receive poetic creation, in general, and the present song in par-
ticular, and make it their own while dancing to the sound of the song and the mu-
sic played by the author/poetic subject, who says she cannot dance as she used
to, because the progress of old age impedes it. But she does not wish to complain
about something that is inevitable, since old age comes to all, as occurred with
her tertium comparationis, Tithonus, despite his having attained immortality
through the mediation of his immortal wife; the same, it gives us to understand,
as the poet, who, like Tithonus (whose case in turn is an echo of that of An-
chises), will also be immortal through her immortal poetry.

The poem is likewise extremely interesting as regards the question of its as-
signment to the poetic genres of archaic lyric poetry, and, since, as is well-known,
it is not always easy to classify each of the items preserved into these genres. We
have already seen how Sappho addresses a group of girls, most likely a chorus of
dancers, accompanied by song and the music of the lyre, and whose performance
could thus be imagined in the context of a more or less public celebration, al-
though it surely did not go beyond Sappho’s poetic sphere of activity. The poem
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also shares the metre and a very refined use of combined gnome and myth with
the choral lyric, even with the conciseness with which it is handled. A choral
poem by Alcman (26 Page PMG) has been adduced as a close parallel of this one
inasmuch as an expression of the feeling of being unable to dance owing to a
weakening of the legs from old age?®. And indeed some scholars refer to Sappho’s
poem as if it were a choral song?*. Nonetheless, we have already seen that it is fit-
ting to imagine that the context of its execution, unlike that for Alcman’s poem,
is that of a monodic song accompanied by the music of the lyre played by the poet
herself and choreographed by the girls in her circle, who, unlike the author/po-
etic subject, still have legs light enough for dancing.
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23 ol W &1, mopoevikol pelydpueg opdemvor,
yolo eépny dvvartor Béie 0N PéAe knpOiog einy,
8¢ v €nil wduartog GvBoc G dAkvévesst TothTon
vndegc Ntop Exav, GAmEPpeUPOC 1opdg Bpvic.
Alcman’s fr. is also addressed to a chorus of girls, saying that his legs can no longer sustain him,
but he docs not insist on other effects of old age. Rather, he uscs it as a pretext to manifest his
desire to become a halcyon, and like the males ol these sacred [ish in their old age, be trans-
ported over the waves like a bird by the females. The girls in the chorus, on the other hand, are
clearly singers at the same time (mopoevikol peAtydpueg 1opdemvor).

24 Cf. A. Lardinois, op. cit.; G. Nagy, op. cit.
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