
Zeitschrift: Museum Helveticum : schweizerische Zeitschrift für klassische
Altertumswissenschaft = Revue suisse pour l'étude de l'antiquité
classique = Rivista svizzera di filologia classica

Herausgeber: Schweizerische Vereinigung für Altertumswissenschaft

Band: 53 (1996)

Heft: 1

Artikel: Polis-toponyms as personal entities (in Thucydides and elsewhere)

Autor: Whitehead, David

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-41321

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 01.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-41321
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


MUSEUM HELVETICUM
Vol. 53 1996 Fase 1

Po/is-toponyms as personal entities
(in Thucydides and elsewhere)

By David Whitehead, Belfast

'His own conversation always took human questions as the topics for
investigation: pious and impious, beautiful and ugly, just and unjust, self-con-
trol and madness, courage and cowardice, polis and politikos, rule and the ruler
in human life. Knowing these and other matters was in his opinion the mark of
a gentleman; not knowing them, that of someone justly characterized as a
slave'1.

1. Nowadays the reasons we strive to pursue knowledge or avoid ignorance
are unlikely to be expressed in the terms Xenophon ascribes here to Socrates.
His questions remain good ones nevertheless, and none more so, at any rate for
historians, than the eleventh in the batch: xi nöXig.

In what begins as a list of paired opposites, it is noteworthy that with xi
ttö^k; comes a shift, in the antistrophe chosen, to a different kind of distinction.

7ro^uiKÖc; is not the opposite of nöXiq (nor äpxiKÖ<; of dp%fj). Was no
antonym for polis available? Perhaps, on the contrary, there were too many.
Xenophon himself knew of at least four: ethnos (e.g. Mem. 1.4.16), idiotes (e.g.
Hell. 6.5.40), oikos (e.g. Mem. 1.2.64), philos (e.g. Mem. 1.6.9)2. Still, my aim
here is not to shed light on this curious passage per se. I cite it as a reminder,
that asking the question ti nöh.q has a long history, and as a warning, that
modern scholars who believe they know the answer should ensure it is an
answer that does not do violence to the ancient evidence.

2. No-one who reads classical Greek literature and/or inscriptions with the
question xi nöXiq in mind can fail to notice that the word displays a ränge of

1 Xen. Mem. 1.1.16: aüxöc; Se rcepi töv dvüpcomvcüv dei SieXeyexo okotxcov. ri eüaeßeq. xi
doeßec. xi koAöv. xi aia^pöv. xi Sikoiov. xi äSiKov. xi aoocpporjuvT]. xi pavia. xi dv8peia. xi
8eiÄia. xi nöXiq, xi Tto^ixiKÖc xi dp^r* ävüpcoOTOv. xi äpxiKÖc; ävüpomcüv. Kai nepi xä>v äAAtov,
ä xoüc; pev eiSöxat; r*yeTxo kciaoüc; Käyaüoüc eivai. xoüg 8' dyvooCvxac; äv8pa7to8ti)8eic; äv
8iKaia>c; KeK^f|ot>ai.

2 Note also (e.g.) Hell. 4.4.15, xf]v nö\\v Kai xfjv aKpav (Phleious); 4.7.3, Kaxä xe xoüc; äypoüc;
Kai ev xf| TiöXei (Argos); 5.4.3. eig xf-v *(cbpav eiq xf]v nökiv (Thebes); Cyn. 1.17, f| txöA^i f|

ßaoi^ei (in heroic age).
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2 David Whitehead

"meanings": in any case this is a fact to which attention is routinely drawn in
general terms3. For my purposes it would be supererogatory to rehearse in
extenso the füll extent of denotations and connotations attested. Suffice it to
observe that underpinning them all lies an apparently fundamental differentia-
tion which can be variously expressed: city and State, place and people; the
topographical or the political; inanimate versus animate. In consecutive chapters

of Isocrates XIV, for example, Plataia is a 'polis' physically dismantled
(§ 7) and a 'polis' coerced into dependence upon the Thebans (§ 8).

Thousands of other instances could be amassed, many of them as readily
divisible between the bricks-and-mortar and the flesh-and-blood "meanings"
as the two just given. Yet sometimes no certainty seems possible. Consider the
oft-cited chap. 14 of Aineias the Tactician's Poliorketika4. It begins by direct-
ing the reader back to advice, given in 10.20ff., on how to handle those 'in the
polis' (ev xfj nöXei) who are hostile to the status quo. What "meaning" ofpolis is
intended there?

If one clings to the fact that, across the evidence as a whole, such perplexi-
ties arise in only a minority of passages5, the methodological way forward
might seem clear. Sufficient care and perceptiveness, it could be argued, ought
to result in a satisfactory understanding ofthe overwhelming bulk of contexts;
only an insignificant residue would be left in a State of indeterminacy. By the
end of this paper I hope to have cast some doubt upon the appropriateness, to
this matter, of such an approach - what Momigliano famously called 'the
antiquarian mentality with its fondness for Classification'6. But first let us
identify the specific point on which ancient evidence and modern doctrine
have parted Company with each other.

3. The doctrine in question dates back at least to the early 1960s, when it
was enunciated by Moses Finley as follows: "An ancient Greek could only
express the idea of Athens as a political unit by saying 'the Athenians'; the
single word 'Athens' never meant anything but a spot on the map, a purely and
narrowly geographical notion. One travelled to Athens; one made war against
the Athenians"7. Two decades later came a fuller and (typographically) even

3 Two recent examples: R. Koerner. 'Die Bedeutung von nöXiq und verwandten Begriffen nach

Aussage der Inschriften', in E. C. Welskopf (ed.), Untersuchungen ausgewählter altgriechischer
sozialer Typenbegriffe (Soziale Typenbegriffe im alten Griechenland und ihr Fortleben in den

Sprachen der Welt. vol. III) (Berlin 1981) 360ff; M. H. Hansen in The Ancient Greek City-
State (Symposium on the occasion ofthe 250th Anniversary of The Royal Danish Academy of
Sciences and Letters. July 1-4 1992) (Copenhagen 1993) 7ff.

4 See generally. D. Whitehead (ed.), Aineias the Tactician, How to Survive under Siege (Oxford
1990) 25-33 (esp. 29-30)and 136-138.

5 See further below. § 9.

6 A. Momigliano. Contnbuto alla storia degli studi classici (Rome 1955) 100 Studies in

Historiography. London 1966. 25).
7 M. I. Finley. The Ancient Greeks (London 1963) 35.
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more emphatic declaration from him: "In ancient Greek such Statements as

'Corinth decided' or 'Athens declared war against Sparta' were always formu-
lated as 'the Corinthians decided', 'the Athenians declared war on the Spar-
tans'. Athens, Corinth, Sparta were geographical place-names, not the names
of political communities. Because the Athenians held as their territory the
whole ofthe district of Attica, we risk ambiguity by saying 'Athens did this or
that', 'Anaxagoras visited Athens', whereas the Greek practice was specific and
clear on this score. More important for our purposes, it was psychologically
and politically precise"8.

Mogens Herman Hansen, likewise, has several times pressed the same
distinction: "Grsekerne identificerede primaert State med borgerne: stat folk.
Den grseske historie handler om athenerne, lakedaimonierne og korinthierne.
Det er aldrig Athen og Lakedaimon. der forer krig, altid athenerne og
lakedaimonierne". Thus Hansen in 19789; and subsequent (English) versions have
been essentiaUy unchanged10.

4. Such a view, then, has been repeatedly uttered by Finley and Hansen,
echoed by others11, taught to students (experto credite), sind never, to my
knowledge, challenged12. It is orthodoxy on the subject. And it is a highly
influential orthodoxy in two respects.

(a) It appears to offer a conceptual point d'appui for tackling the question
xi nöXiq, by drawing attention to an allegedly clearcut, categorical distinction
("psychologically and politically precise": Finley) in ancient Greek usage.

(b) The distinction itself, once accepted, has the effect of privileging the
state/people/political/animate facets of polis-ness. Hence, implicitly at least,
Statements such as this one from J. K. Davies: "ofthe two defining criteria of a

8 M. I. Finley in M. I. Finley (ed.). The Legacy of Greece: a new appraisal (Oxford 1984) 10.

9 M. H. Hansen, Det Athenske Demokrati i 4. arhundrede f.Kr I: stalen, folket, forfatningen
(Copenhagen 1978) 15.

10 M. H. Hansen. The Athenian Democraey in the Age of Demosthenes (Oxford 1991) 58: "... the
Greeks identified the State primarily with its people - a State is a people... in all the sources.
from documents and historical aecounts to poetry and legend, it is the people who are stressed
and not the territory It was never Athens and Sparta that went to war but always 'the
Athenians and the Lakedaimonians'." The same verbatim in Hansen op.cit. (n. 3 above) 7-8.
Thuc. 1.1.1 (evidently xöv rcöA^pov xcöv neÄ07xovvr)oicov Kai Aür|vaiaw) was the supporting
example cited in 1978. 5.25.1 (evidently xf*v c;uppa"riav töv AaKeSaipoviaiv Kai xcöv At>r|-
vaicov) in 1991/1993.

11 Including the present writer - see M. H. Crawford/D. Whitehead. Archaic and Classical
Greece (Cambridge 1983) 4: "the polis was at the centre of a man's life, consisting above all of
the men who composed its Citizen body and only secondarily involving a geographical location

- the Athenians. the Spartans. and not Athens. Sparta". The words are Crawford's. in this
instance. but at the time Whitehead was in füll agreement. See also S. Hornblower. Thucydides

(London 1987) 181. who refers to "the undoubted linguistic fact that in political contexts
the Greek for Athens is. as everyone who learns to write a Greek prose is taught. not Athcnai
but hoi Athenaior.

12 It feil outside the brief of W. Gawantka. Die sogenannte Polis (Stuttgart 1985).
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[Greek] city-state, geographical unity and kinship structure, the second
mattered more"13.

As it happens, I believe that Davies and others who share his view14 are

right to hold it. Whether the various senses of 'polis' are judged by an evoluti-
onary yardstick15 or by their impact on classical usage, one is indeed apt to
conclude that personnel 'mattered more' than position. However, to say that
topographical connotations are (or become) subsidiary cannot justify margina-
lizing them to the point of elimination from the picture altogether. From one
Standpoint the danger of this happening can be prevented by keeping in mind
the frequency of passages like Isocrates 14.7 (§ 2, above), where 'polis' does,
without doubt, signify Finley's dismissive 'spot on the map'. But it is also time
to chahenge the assertion that polis-toponyms - with or without the addition of
the word polis itself- were conceptually unable to function as personal entities.

5. An initial sample of passages will establish the basic point that there
really is, here, an issue for discussion:

(A) Documentary sources (treaties)

(ä) IG I3 40.55-56: 'the others shall pay to Chalkis' (xoc; 8e h\Xkoq xeÄev eq

XcdKiöa). (b) "Peace of Nikias" ap. Thuc. 5.18.5: 'they are Argilos, Stagiros,
Akanthos, Skolos, Olynthos, Spartolos: and they shall be allies of neither side,
neither Lakedaimonian nor Athenian' (eiai 8e 'ApyiAo<;, Xxdyipoc;, "Akovüoc;,
Ikco^oc;, "OAuvVJog, Ircdpxco/tOc;. cJD-iudxoix; 5' eivai unSexepcov, ufjxe AaKe-
8aiuovicov ai^xe Aünvaicöv). (c) "King's Peace" ap. Xen. Hell. 5.1.31: 'the other
Hellenic poleis, small and large shall be autonomous except Lemnos and Im-
bros and Skyros' (xäq 8e aXkaq 'EXXnvibaq TröAeic; Kai uiKpaq Kai ueydAac;

aüxovöuouc, dcpeivai nXr\v Afjuvoi) KaiTußpou Kai SKVJpou).

(B.l) Literary sources: historians16

(d) Hdt. 5.103.2: 'even Kaunos, previously unwilling to join the alliance,
joined now' (Kat ydp xf)v Kauvov 7upöxepov oü ßooAouevuv or>u|iaxeeiv,
xöxe cnpi Kai ai3xr| 7r.poo"eyevexo). (e) Hdt. 7.151: 'he reckoned no polis friendlier
than Argos' (oüSeuiav vo|ii^eiv 7r.öÄiv A.pyeoc, (piAicoxepuv). (/) Hdt. 8.112.2:

13 J. K. Davies. Democraey and Classical Greece (Hassocks [Sussex] 1978) 26. See also n. 11

above.
14 They include of course. besides ancient historians. political scientists for whom facts (or

beliefs) about the Greek polis form part of a larger critique. See e.g. the quotation from p. 198

of Hannah Arendt's The Human Condition (Chicago 1958) which opens Oswyn Murray's
article 'Cities of Reason' (European Journal ofSociology 28, 1987, 325-346; reprinted. modi-
fied, in O. Murray/S. Price [eds.], The Greek City from Homer to Alexander, Oxford 1990,

1-25): "The polis, properly speaking, is not the city-state in its physical location; it is the

Organization ofthe people as it arises out of acting and speaking together ...".
15 As by Hansen (n. 3 above) 9ff.
16 Thucydides is treated separately below (§§ 6-7).
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'Andros was under siege because it had medized' (xfjv xe 'AvSpov (hq 7toAaop-

Keoixo 8iöxi eufjSioe). (g) Xen. Hell. 1.6.12: 'he sailed against Methymna, in
Lesbos, which was hostile' (ercAeuae xf\q Aeaßou km MfjiJuuvav 7r.0Aep.iav
ouaav). (h) Xen. Hell. 3.1.6: 'he took over poleis: Pergamon willingly, and Teu-
thrania and Halisarna' (;cö^eic; nepyauov pev eKoüaav 7rpoaeAaße Kai Teu-
t)paviav Kai AÄiaapvav). (i) Xen. Hell. 5.1.36: 'they had gained in Corinth an
additional ally' (npoae^aßov pev aüppa%ov KöpivDov). (j) Xen. Hell. 5.2.24:
'he took over Poteidaia willingly, despite its being already their ally' (noxet-
Saiav 8e Kai Tipoae^aßev eKoüaav, aüu|ia%ov fjSn eKeivoav oüaav). (k) Xen.
Hell. 5.4.32: 'Sparta needs such soldiers' (xrjv ydp l7idpxr|v xoioüxcov 8eiat)ai
axpaxicoxcov). (/) Xen. Hell. 6.1.8: 'if I were joined by Pharsalos and the poleis
dependent on you' (OapadÄou 7r,poayevopevnc; Kai xcöv etq üpäw rjpxripevcov
TtöAecov).

(B.2) Literary sources: oratory

(m) Isoc. 4.161: 'Cyprus revolted' (KÜTipoc; dcpeaxnKe)17. (n) Isoc. 15.109:
'he captured Korkyra, a polis possessed of eighty triremes' (KöpKupav eiAe,
7cöAiv öy8of)Kovxa xpitjpeic; KeKXTKievnv). (o) Demosth. 20.61: 'Thasos and
Byzantion then had close relations with the Lakedaimonians and were estran-
ged from you' (r\ Odaoc; rjv xöxe Kai xö Bu^dvxiov AaKeSaiuovioic; jiev oiKeia,
üuiv 8' aA?iöxpia). (p) Demosth. 18.234: 'for neither Chios nor Rhodes nor
Kerkyra was on our side' (ouxe ydp Xioq oüxe'Pö8oc; oüxe KepKupa uet)' rjutöv
rjv). (q) Demosth. 18.302: 'to make kinsmen and allies of Byzantion, Abydos,
Euboia' (öxccoc; oiKeta Kai aüujiax' Ü7üdpc;ei npat,üi xö Buc^dvxiov, xrjv'AßuSov,
xrjv Eußoiav). (r) Aesch. 3.125: 'in accordance with his retainer from Amphissa'

(Ü7iep xou ueaeyyufjuaxoc; xoü zt, Aucpiaanc;).

(B.3) Literary sources: political analysis

(s) Aristot. Pol. 1316a30: 'like Sikyon's' (coa^ep tj Zikucüvoc; (sc. 7ioA,ixeia)).

Taken individually, some of these passages make a weaker impact than
others. Cyprus (m) and Euboia (q) were not individual poleis but agglomera-
tions of poleis. Kaunos (d) was a Karian polis ([Skylax] 99), not a Greek one.
Again, was it not natural to write of besieging 'Andros' (j) rather than the
Andrians? (Actually the answer to that rhetorical question is inconclusive:
people, in Herodotus, can be besieged as well as places18. Besides, in/Siöxi
eufj8iae would remain striking.) Arguing away one passage or another, though,
is scarcely the point. What is common to them all - and to others yet to be cited
- is that the substance of what is being described would have made the eth-

17 For revolt by toponyms see below, § 7.

18 Witness e.g. Amathous/Amathousioi (5.104.3, 105.1. 108.1, 114.1), Paros/Parioi (6.133.2,
135.1) and Thebes/Thebaioi (9.86.2. 87.1-2). See also (e.g.) 1.154, 1.164.1, 3.151.1, 5.64.2,
5.72.2. 6.99.2. 7.154.2.
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nikon ofthe polis concerned more appropriate than its toponym. Aecording to
the modern orthodoxy no 'spot on the map' could enter into an alliance (b, d, i,

j. /. p. q). fraternize with Persians (/), stage a revolt (m), possess a Constitution
(s) or a war-fleet (n), pay (r) or receive (a) money, enjoy autonomy (c), or
whatever. But aecording to the ancient evidence, ancient as well as modern
usage found it perfectly acceptable to use polis-loponyms when describing that
polis's actions or reactions.

6. As § 5 has indicated, one can gather this evidence from a variety of
prose authors, not to mention documentary sources (transmitted directly or
indirectly); and gathering it entails, in most instances, discarding numerous
passages which do illustrate the orthodox modern view about polis-toponyms.
However, there is one major writer whose counter-testimony is both quantita-
tively and qualitativer/ in a class of its own.

Thucydidean usage offers numerous instances of the kinds we have seen

exemplified in other sources. Once again, polis-toponyms variously aet and/or
react as personal entities:

(A) Stasis (etc.)

1.18.1: 'although Lakedaimon has been in a State of stasis for most of its
known history, it nevertheless enjoyed good laws from very early on and was
always free from tyranny' (fj ydp AaKeSaipcov erri 7rAetaxov (bv i'auev xpövov
axaaidaaaa öuax; eK rcalatxdxou Kai T)üvoufjüvr| Kai aiei dxupdvveuxoc; fjv).
(cf. 3.69.2. xrjv KepKupav axaaid^ouaav; 4.1.3. xö ydp'Pfjyiov eaxaaiac^e;
7.46. 'AKpdyavxa axaaidc^ovxa.) 3.70.3: 'enslaving Kerkyra to the Athenians'
(At)r|vaioi<; xijv KepKupav Kaxa8ouAoüv).

(B) Political/military allegiance

1.25.1: 'no help was Coming to them from Kerkyra' (oü8euiav a(piaiv dTiö

KepKÜpa; xipcopiav oüaav)19. 1.44.2: 'they were unwilling to see Kerkyra, the

possessor of so large a fleet, go over to the Corinthians' (xrjv KepKupav eßoü-
Aovxo prj 7tpoeat)ai xote; KopivDioic; vauxiKÖv e%ouaav xoaoüxov). 2.2.3: 'they
wanted to seize Plataia. always at odds with them, first' (eßoüAovxo xfjv TLka-

xaiav aiei acpiai Sidtpopov oüaav 7ipoKaxa^aßetv). 2.100.3: 'Gortynia and
Atalante and some other places which were on their side by agreement' (ropxu-
viav 8e Kai AxaÄdvxnv Kai dAAa dxxa x^Pia öuo^oyia 7ipoaxcopoüvxa). (Cf.
4.69.1. xd Meyapa Tcpoaxcopfjaai; 4.107.3, MüpKivöc; xe aüxö) 7rpoaexa)pT]aev;
8.23.6. KAai^opevai 7ipoaexa>pr|aav 'At)r|vaioic,; 8.25.5, voui^ovxec;, ei repoa-
aydyoivxo MiÄr|xov. paSicoc; dv atpiox Kai xdÄAa 7cpoaxcopfjaai; 8.44.2. Kai
7rpoae%cbpr|ae'PöSoc neA07iovvr|aioi(;.) 3.86.2: 'the allies of Leontinoi were
the Chalkidian poleis and Kamarina' (c;üuuaxoi... xote; 8e Aeovxivotc; ai XaA-

19 Here ä*xö KepKÜpac effectively means ixapä KepKupaicov vel sim.
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KiSiKai 7iöA£i<; Kai Kapdpiva). 5.36.1: 'they knew that the Lakedaimonians
were always eager for Argos to have an honourable friendship with them' (xö
ydp "Apyoq aiei fjrciaxavxo e7cii)uuoüvxac; xoüc; AaKeSaipoviou; KaAcöc; apiai
qriXaov yeveai)ai). (Cf. 5.41.3, eTieüüpouv ydp xö'Apyoc; 7rdvxco<; tpOaov exeiv.)
6.20.3: 'Naxos and Katane, which I hope will join us' (Ndi;ou Kai Kaxdvnc;, äq
kkiziC,® fjptv 7rpoaeaeaf)ai). (Cf. 7.14.2, ai ydp vüv oüaai nöXsxq d;üuuaxoi
d8üvaxoi Ndc;oc; Kai Kaxdvn.) 8.73.4: 'they were reluctant to see Samos
made an enemy ofthe Athenians' (oük rjc^iouv nepuSetv Xdpov Aürivaioic;
dXÄoxpicoiMaav).

(C) Initiates war
3.5.1: 'the Mytilenians and the rest of Lesbos, except Methymna, went to

war' (eq rcöAepov KaiXaxavxo oi MuxiAnvatoi Kai fj aAAX| Aeaßo; 7CA.fi v Mr|-
~öv\±vr\q).

(D) Suffers war (etc.)

1.55.2: 'thus Kerkyra survived the war with the Corinthians' (fj pev oüv
KepKupa oüxo) Tcepiyiyvexai xö) TcoAipco xöjv KopivDicov). 3.3.1: 'they thought it
a serious matter to wage war on Lesbos too, which had a fleet and undimin-
ished strength' (peya pev epyov fjyoüvxo eivai Aeaßov 7cpoa7io?iepd)aaai)ai
vauxiKÖv exouaav Kai Süvapiv dKepaiov). (Cf. 3.4.3, Aeaßco 7idari 7co?iepetv.)
4.104.5: 'he wanted above all to reach Amphipolis before it surrendered' (eßoü-
A£xo (pi)daai pd^iaxa pev oüv xf]v'Ap(pi7co?iiv, ^piv xi evSoüvai). 4.109.5: 'Sane
and Dion held out' (Sdvn 8e Kai Atov dvxeaxn).

(E) Possesses a fleet

1.44.2: see above, under B. 3.3.1: see above, under D.

(F) Miscellaneous

5.28.2: 'Lakedaimon was naturally the object of much abuse and contempt
for these setbacks' (tj xe AaKeSaipcov pdXiaxa 8rj KaKÖc; fJKOuae Kai Ü7üepd)(pt)r|
8id xd; c^uptpopdc;).

7. From even such a partial sorting as this, some patterns emerge. Certain
conditions in or activities of a polis - more precisely, certain verbs which
describe those conditions or activities - seem to have prompted Thucydides to
use that polis's toponym instead of (or sometimes as well as) its ethnikon. One
such verb is 7r.poa%cüpetv, another axaaidc^eiv. However, the most reliable
"trigger" by far was dcpiaxdvai. Again and again, when poleis in Thucydides
either (A) revolt (intransitive; polis the subject) or (B) are induced to revolt
(transitive; polis the object), they do so as toponyms:
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(A) 1.60.3, 'Poteidaia revolted' - FloxeiSaia d7ceaxn (cf. 1.57.4, xfj; noxei-
Saiac; eveKa d7coaxdaeco<;; 1.59.1, xfjv xe noxei8aiav Kai xäXXa dcpeaxnKÖxa;

1.60.1, xfj; üoxei8aia; dcpeaxr|Kuia;); 1.114.1, 'Euboia revolted from the
Athenians, and it was announced to (Perikles) that Megara had revolted' - Eü-

ßoia dTceaxri d7cöÄi)r|vaicov, Kai... fjyyeALrri aüxö) öxi Meyapa dcpeaxr]Ke; 3.2.1,
'Lesbos, except Methymna, revolted from the Athenians' - Aeaßoc; 7iA,f|v Mr|-
i>üpvr|; äneaxr\ an' 'AüT|vaicov; 4.88.2, 'Stagiros joined the revolt' - Xxdyipo;

^uva7ieaxr|; 4.120.1, 'Skione revolted from the Athenians' - Ekuüvti
d7ceaxr| d7c' Äi)r|vaicov; 4.123.1, 'Mende revolted from them' - MevSt] dcpiaxa-

xai aüxöv; 5.64.1, 'Tegea would revolt from them and was indeed on the
brink of doing so' - d7ioaxfjaexai aüxöv Teyea Kai oaov oük dcpeaxnKev;

8.62.1, 'Abydos revolted and Lampsakos' -'ÄßuSo; d(piaxaxai Kai
Adp\|/aKoc; (cf. 8.61.1, under B); 8.100.3, 'Eresos had revolted' -"Epeaoc;
dcpeiaxfJKei (cf. 8.23.4 and, again, 8.100.3, under B).

(B)20 8.14.3, 'they sailed to Klazomenai and made it revolt' - 7cA,eü-

aavxe; Kai KAa^opevd; dcpiaxaaiv; 8.17.1, 'they sailed to Miletos to make it
revolt' - eTrAeov eq Miat|xov cb; d7coaxfjaovxe; (cf. 8.17.3, dcpiaxdai xijv Mi-
Anxov); 8.19.4, 'they made Lebedos revolt and then Hairai' - AeßeSov äneo~xr\-

aav Kai aüi)i; Aipdc;; 8.22.2, 'the ships sailed first to Methymna and made it
revolt, and the rest made Mytilene revolt' - Kai ai pev vfjec; Kaxa7cAeüaaaai

Mfjfhjpvav 7cpcoxov dcpiaxdai, Kai ai Aourai MuxiAfjvr|v dcpiaxaaiv; 8.23.4,
'he made Eresos revolt and armed it' - xijv "Epeaov dTcoaxfjaa; Kai ÖTcAiaa;;

8.32.3, 'they ought to make Lesbos revolt' - &>q xpfj d7coaxfjaai xrjv
Aeaßov; 8.61.1, 'he was sent out to make Abydos revolt' - mpeTtepcpüT]

'AßuSov dTcoaxfjacov; 8.64.4, 'to have a fleet despatched and make Thasos
revolt' - vaüc; xe Kopiaai Kai xf|v Oaaov d7coaxfjaai; 8.80.2, 'a message had
reached them that (someone) would make Byzantium revolt' - xö Buc^dvxiov
e7ceKr)puKeüexo aüxot; d7coaxfjvai (cf. 8.80.3, ai... 8eKa (sc. vfjec;)... Buc^dvxiov
dcpiaxaaiv); 8.95.7, 'they made the whole of Euboia revolt, except Oreos' -
Eüßoiav [xe] a7iaaav d7coaxfjaavxec; nXf\v Xlpeoü (cf. 8.60.1, eTcißou/leüovxec;
d7iöaxaaiv xfj; Eüßoia;); 8.100.3, 'they made Eresos revolt' - dcpiaxdai xfjv
'Tpeaov.

8. Tt is the common experience of people who study Thucydides intensi-
vely over a long period that one goes on indefmitely noticing things in him
which one has not noticed before [T]here always seems to remain the possibility

that something really important is still waiting to be noticed'21. If the
phenomenon documented in §§ 6 and, particularly, 7 has, in point of fact, been

20 It will be seen that all the examples I could find ofthe transitive use of äcpiaxävai (someone,
stated or unstated, making a polis-toponym revolt) come from Book 8; but what, if anything,
that is telling us is extraordinarily difficult to say!

21 K. J. Dover, Thucydides (Greece & Rome, New Surveys in the Classics no. 7, Oxford 1973) 44.
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'noticed' before, it is puzzling how could we have been told, and continued to
believe, that poleis 'always' impinged on the world as ethnika and 'never' as

toponyms.
Be that as it may, the truth is, now, out, and its significance must be

assessed. Let us consider first this matter of revolts. Is Thucydides perhaps
revealing something particular - as he, at any rate, perceived it - about the
nature of the Athenian Empire? Were the Athenians' allies so contemptible
that they did not deserve the same terminological courtesies as the hegemonic
polis itself? In formal terms 5.64.1 (cited above, § 7A) would disprove any such
thesis: the aüxöov in question, likely to lose their ally 'Tegea' to the Argives &
co., are of course the Spartans. One would therefore have to reformulate the
point and suggest that, for Thucydides, the allies of either (or any) great
hegemonic polis did not always attain the dignity of being described as people
rather than places. But that would be a very large inference to draw from his
language alone, without Substantive evidence in support.

Equally far-fetched would be conclusions about the nature of fifth-century
revolts themselves - or some of them. A generation ago, lavish attention was
devoted to the incidence of revolt in (or from) the Athenian Empire particularly,
with strenuous debate surrounding the question of whether they were the work
of whole citizen-communities or disenchanted minorities therein22. When
Thucydides teils us that (e.g.) the 'Naxians' or the 'Thasians' revolted (1.98.4,
1.100.2) he notoriously obscures, by accident or design, such distinctions. The
question might then become whether a revolt by, say, 'Mende' (4.123.1) is to be
understood as something substantively different from what a revolt by 'the
Mendaians' would have been; an aet not confmed to the politai but embracing
(like Athens' metics in the 403 kathodos) its population rather than just its
citizen-body. But here again, that kind of analysis looks over-subtle, when a far
simpler explanation - pure phraseological Variation - lies to hand23.

I am suggesting, then, that it is pointless to seek an external, case-deter-
mined explanation for the appearance of toponyms rather than ethnika in the
sort of passages presented above. We might as well ask why Russell Meiggs, in
his discussion of Thuc. 1.100.2-101.3, slipped in one 'the Thasians' as a variant

on his otherwise preferred 'Thasos'24. Given (a) that revolt-vocabulary is
but one aspect of Thucydides' employment of /w/w-toponyms as personal entities

and (h) that that usage is anyway found elsewhere, what should be regarded
as significant is not so much any particular passage or Cluster of passages but
the phenomenon as a whole.

22 A füll bibliography would be otiose; I confine myself to citing G. E. M. de Ste. Croix, The
Origins of the Peloponnesian War (London 1972) 34ff, esp. n. 64.

23 In the Mende instance the toponym immediately becomes aüxoüc;, and that in turn is soon
glossed as oi MevSaToi. See generally J. G. A. Ros. Die ßeraßolij (variatio) als Stilprinzip des

Thukydides (Nijmegen 1938) 210-214 (with this example at 212).
24 R. Meiggs. The Athenian Empire (Oxford 1972) 83-85; ethnikon at 84.
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9. Understanding the phenomenon's significance entails setting it in context.

Two main points seem to arise:

(A) The norms of ancient and modern usage are, undeniably, different. We
can remind ourselves of this by leafing through the pages of Die Staatsverträge
des Altertums. Time after time the modern editor's lemma reads 'Bündnis
zwischen Athen und Hermione' (no. 150) or whatever, while the document
itself has [%]auvi>eKai 'Eppioveov Kai 'Ai)evaio[v]. Yet enough evidence has
been presented here to disprove, in a formal sense, any categorical distinction
between (as Finley had it) ^o/«-toponyms as mere 'geographical place-names'
and po//5-ethnika as 'political communities'.

I therefore suggest that in future we do speak of differing norms in this
area. Alternatively, if preferred, the term used could be generalizations - ofthe
(Finleyesque) type which contrary cases qualify without overturning25. What
must be abandoned is the always/never talk, implying distinctions so absolute
that they mark an unbridgeable conceptual gulf.

(B) Recognizing that no such gulf exists should occasion us less surprise
than if it did. That Herodotus (for example), when describing poleis under
siege, can switch back and forth between toponyms and ethnika has already
been noted26. His reporting of episodes of andrapodismos, likewise, sometimes
has it inflicted upon a toponym (e.g. 6.17, Phokaia), sometimes upon an
ethnikon (e.g. 6.96, Naxians). Medism in Herodotus is predicated of 'Thespeia
and Plataia' (8.50.2) and 'Andros' (8.112.2; quoted above, § 5/) as well as of
(the) 'Athenians' (9.8.2) or 'the Thebans' (9.15.2). He can record, within the
same sentence, the capture of (the) 'Byzantians' and 'Kalchedonians' on the
one hand. of 'Antandros', 'Lamponion', 'Lemnos' and 'Imbros' on the other
(5.26). In short, any and every usage appears to have been legitimate for him,
and this can be corroborated by the following schema. Herodotean example of:

(al) 'polis' alone as place: 1.141.4; (a2) 'polis'+ ethnikon as place: 8.50.2;
(a3) ethnikon alone as (effectively) place: 7.22.2; (a4) toponym alone as place:
8.137.1; (a5) 'polis'+ toponym as place: 5.117,

(b 1) 'polis' alone as people: 4.15.1; (b2) 'polis'+ ethnikon as people: 5.92ß. 1;

(b3) ethnikon alone as people: 6.108.4; (b4) toponym alone as people: 8.112.2;
(b5) 'polis'+ toponym as people: 7.151.

While such a schema has its own point to make, however, it might ultima-
tely prove misleading for the reason touched on earlier (§ 2). The logical mind
loves Classification, and ancient polis-usage appears to offer ample scope for it.

25 Cf. Finley in P. E. Easterling/J. V. Muir (eds.). Greek Religion and Society (Cambridge 1985)

xiv: "exceptions are known to every point that follows. but they do not invalidate the
generalizations".

26 Above. n. 18.



Po/'s-toponyms as personal entities 11

Some passages "mean" the city, we say, others the State. Thus, when confron-
ted with a phrase such as 'many terrible things were happening throughout the
polis' (noXXihv 8e Kai 8eivcöv Kaxd xf|v 7CÖAiv yiyvopevcov: Lycurg. Leoc. 41) we
strive to interpret it in one way or the other before admitting defeat. But
perhaps the approach itself is at fault, not the efficacy of its application. Better
to focus on and emphasize - not marginalize or discount - instances of Protean
semantic shift like the one in Thucydides 2.2.1: 'they entered Plataia in Boio-
tia, an ally of the Athenians' (eafj^üov e; ITAdxaiav xfjc; Boicoxia; oüaav
'AVJnvaicüv c;uppaxi8a). And better still to learn from, rather than despair over,
a case like Xenophon, Hellenica 2.2.9, 'Lysandros arrived in Aigina and gave
the polis back to the Aiginetans' (AüaavSpo; 8e dcpiKÖpevo; eic; A'iyivav d7ce-

ScoKe xrjv 7cöaiv Aiyivfjxaic;), where there is not even a shift but an indivisible
whole27.

27 This paper has benefited from suggestions by Dr Antony Keen and Professor Margarethe
Billerbeck, to both of whom I tender my thanks and the usual exemption from complicity in
the overall argument.
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