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incentive to press on. As for the Helvetii, the narrative of the campaign against
them is indeed cursory, but if this was merely a string of inglorious skirmishes
along the Aare valley, more detail and more precision would have added little,
in the eyes of a Roman audience anyway. Against this, moreover, we must set
the care with which Tacitus records all else. He explains how Legio XXI Rapax
began the trouble, and how Caecina seized his opportunity to win a quick,
cheap victory. He describes the suffering of the Helvetii, but this he can scarce-
ly overstress when — as he recognises — they were both ill-advised to respond to
the original provocation and ill-equipped to fight a Roman army. And yet he
still gives them the final word, and the ultimate victory, when the rhetoric of
Claudius Cossus prevails over the emperor and his troops.
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