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142 John Peter Wild: The Roman flax-haokle

The etymology of aena is uncertain. The Rhaetoromanic aina suggests that it
was disyllabic, not trisyllabic as it would be if it were connected with the adjective
aenus.

The aena fullonia mentioned by Pliny and pictured at Pompeii has close similarities

to the mediaeval and more particularly the neolithic flax-hackles. The view
that the Latin for a flax-hackle was aena and that the Rhaetoromanic aina is a

straightforward survival of this term in use thus receives confirmation. Pliny's
apparent emphasis on ferreae aenae ('iron hackles') may be taken simply to imply
that it was a more robust instrument than the aena fullonia with its thorns. The

physical nature of the aena in its role as a flax-hackle can thus be suggested. If
we imagine it to have been like the neolithic hackle from Lattrigen, but substitute
slender iron spikes for the thorns, we may not be far short of the mark.
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