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had probably been described by Democritus’!, the important role of the blood
vessel system had been established by Diogenes and others, and the blood itself
had been chosen as carrier by the “Sicilian” school. Plato, having committed
himself to Empedocles’ four elements and given their units geometrically defined
shapes, is in a position to select two elements whose units qualify them as mobile
and sensitive. About the travelling of the sound from ear to brain Diogenes knew
as much or more than what we read in the Timaeus (what Plato adds is that at
the end of this process the soul is reached)®?, and that blood vessels stretch from
the tongue to the heart may have been a relatively novel doctrine but is not likely
to be Plato’s own discovery. Such progress as he makes is due to his more precise
views regarding the parts of the soul and the functions that are centralized in
brain and heart. The conception of a tripartite soul was essential to his ethics,
and although this ethics does not need a physiological basis the ethicist will
nevertheless be glad to know what kind of basis there may be.
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