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THE FR IEND

Because my deeper heart commands,

To-night I leave this house of men
To find a hrook to cleanse my hands
And not to tread these streets again.

My old unhappy hope no more
Shall search a passing stranger's eyes
To find the light it fainted for,
But never see that light arise.

And now at last my lips shall end

The long pretence of smile and speech,
For I will take that man for friend
Whose love T need not to beseech.

We two will labour all day long,
And sleep hy night and rest at noon,
He will not mind my broken song
When we tread homeward in the moon.

He will be pure in heart, and T

Be strong in him, and in his trust
T shall not be a living lie:
He will he just and I he just.

And though thereafter if the dream
Hushed either heart within the breast,
Nor he nor I that hour would seem
To grudge the other's greater rest.

Edward L. Davison.
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