Zeitschrift: Der Kreis : eine Monatsschrift = Le Cercle : revue mensuelle

Band: 20 (1952)

Heft: 9

Artikel: The Kinsey Report and related matters
Autor: H.S.

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-569878

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 21.10.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-569878
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

la culotte pendue au mur au dessus du lit du sergent Louis et sortis
suivi de mon ami qui portait ma valise. Les autres m’attendaient
dans la cour.

Devant I'entrée de I'hépital, a U'endroit ou les ambulances s’arrétaient,
s'étalait une large flaque de sang. Elle était comme une grande étoile
rouge. Je la regardai comme si elle était déja faite de mon sang. Car-
panéro la vit-il 2 Quand la voiture s’éloigna, japercus longtemps sa
tunique blanche. André du Dognon

The Kinsey Report and related matters
by H.S.. New York

As one might have expected, the Kinsey Report has attracted much
comment. Sevvra[ books have taken up the figures which the Report
presented to the public, and have supplemented and analyzed a great
deal. Nor have the newspapers been entirely silent.

A small bi-weekly publication, «People Today» (March 26, 1952),
carried a brief report under the title «Homosexuals in America» by a
noted New York psychiatrist. The magazine must be highly commended
for allowing an article of such extraordinary fairness to appear in its
pages. The author deals briefly with statistics pertaining to military
service, and states that «one out of every 200 male draftees» will be
rejected on account of homosexnality. Noting the existence of the «cur-
tain of silence», the device by means of which most newspapers withhold
any fair information about HS, he proceeds to an outline of three case-
histories from his own practice. The summary concludes with general
statements on the nature and causes of HS. The author is inclined to feel
that psychological, social and family influences are the causes, rather
than hereditary or biological circumstances. As against Freud, who did
not believe that a «cure» could he effected, our writer says that «some
cures are possible to the extent of making an invert also capable of
having ,satisfactory relations” with women». Some psychiatrists, we learn,
are very confident that they can achieve a «complete cure». A patient
of the writer says, «We homosexuals live in constant fear of diserimi-
nation. We are a persecuted minority.»

So much for the article itself. I am afraid that the first two of the
case-histories given are representative only of those among us who have
come into serious emotional conflicts and need treatment by a psychia-
trist. Furthermore. it seems that in both of the cases mentioned, homo-
sexuality is merely an accompanying factor, and does not constitute the
main cause of the unbalance itself. Incest and an Oedipus conflict cause
similar disturbances in hetero-sexuals, and it must be said that these psy-
chological attachments are not necessarily stronger in the average adju-
sted homosexual than in other people. Understanding of homosexuals
cannot come entirely from clinical cases or the psychiatrist’s couch.
There are well-adjusted homosexuals and heterosexuals; there are also
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the sick or at least disturbed in both groups. The distinetion must be
drawn between those men whose conflicts require attention, who should
scek counsel, and the others, who may not be entirely without confliets

what would life without conflict or sensitivity amount to? —— but who
can nonectheless, or even on account thereof, live constructive, creative
lives.

The article also raises in my mind the question of the advisability of
marriage and an «adjustment» to bisexual relations. [t appears to me that
no homosexual should marry. Tf, however, such an urge is present, |
believe that the person cannot be classified a homosexual. The genuine
imvert does not have any longing for sexual association with women:
otherwise he must be classified as potentially bisexual or as not fully
adjusted to his homosexual nature. From a social point of view marriage
is hardly more commendable. Marriage implies as much loyalty and undi-
vided devotion as we assume that genuine friendship does. Neither has
to last a lifetime, nor is there any need to maintain a status quo when the
relationship requires modification. Notwithstanding an exception to the
rule, both marriage and homoerotic friendship are mutually exclusive,
and it is up to the bisexual to find a modus vivendi which may suit his
desires.

Another-remarkably fair presentation of HS is contained in a small
book. «Sexual Conduct of Bachelors: by Shailer Upton Lawton. M. D.
(Sex Guidance Publications, Inc.)

The author quotes several noted authorities, mostly from the psy-
chiatrie field. on their view of the origin of HS and its meaning. All agree
that cither a strong father or a strong and influential mother, or the
absence of father-love or mother-love, or too much father-love or too
much mother-love lay the seed for a person’s homosexuality. Of course,
it is also agreed that either the voungest or the oldest son may be driven
into that emotional outlook in later life. The love of both parents concen-
trated on their only son. or no love from either of the parents — - as in
the case of orphans are also given as <explanations:. We shall leave
it to the Tearned and initiated to solve these contradictions. The outlook
of Lawton and of most of the professional colleagues he quotes is, howe-
ver, more constructive. The universality of HS is acknowledged, and the
fact is stressed that we cannot be recognized by lack of virility nor
singled out from other men because of effeminacy. But one must exer-
cise reserve when the author and his authorities consider the danger of
seduction of vounger boyvs by older men. Tt seems that some factors
arc forgotten here. I beleieve that we can quite emphatically state that
most homosexuals do not feel an attraction for the voung. sexually im-
mature boy, and that «seduction is not the right word in all such cases.
The emotional disposition of the bov approaching adolescence is quite
often already defined. and though as vet unclarified. the subconscions
desire leads. in a great many cases. to a coquettish or even more aggres-
sive behaviour (the personality determining the approach) and the
consummation of the act itself is then by no means «seduction». When
such occurrences are brought to the attention of courts or other authori-
ties, the picture by that time is generally distorted. pressure having been
bronght upen the boy or the voung man of minor age by parents, guar-
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dians or the legal counsel. Still these happenings are rare, and must he
viewed in a proper perspective.

The solution offered does not amaze us. Tt is conversion through
psychiatric treatment! Since it is felt that such a large undertaking will
not be possible in the near future, the author concludes with a plea
for tolerance which is well worth quoting, though allowing for certain
differences of opinion. We cannot quite share the optimism of the
disciples of psychological science: entertaining, as we do, an outlook
which heterosexuals in our culture cannot casily absorb, we shall have
to maintain a certain distance.

«To condemn homosexualitv . Dr. English is quoted, «will never
accomplish anything, but to accept it and work for its elimination (1)
should help everybody.s Those words «should be engraved in gold on
the walls of every American home and every American courtroomo».

Some time ago quotations from «American Sexual Behaviour and the
Kinsey Reports and some comment appeared in these pages. It is ama-
zing that the book discussed in the preceding paragraphs expresses a
thought in passing which T also discovered in this one. Both contain
brief reference to the theories and work of Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld in
Germany and reach a similar conclusion with respect to homosexuals
in Germany. It is suggested that «a good many of them were attracted
by the Nazi principless. and that «it is no secret that practically the
entire Nazi government was composed of homosexualss. These are state-
ments which show how conditioned even the scientist’s insights may be.
As for the first statement, one must realize that a difference exists bet-
ween latent eroticism in male society and consciously practiced homo-
sexual life. As a matter of fact, these two features are generally deeply
opposed to cach other: if any evidence is needed, Germany between 1933
and 1945 can amply supply it. Our wayv of life was considerably more
happy and free in Germany before 1933, Tt came to an end, at least in all
its social and organized aspects, with the rise to power of the Nazi go-
vernment, only to be revived gradually after the end of the war. Tt
probably cannot be denied that some of our friends did favor the phi-
losophy and polities of the Nazis. But a sharp distinction must be drawn
between the reasons that may have led some into that ideology and the
more general attitude of homosexuals with regard to governmental forms
and political enterprises. The writers in both books seem to assume that
we are as a whole, by reason of our desires and our disposition, an easy
prey to totalitarian philosophies and inclined to accept more willingly
a dictatorial rule. To say so is perfectly in line with most of the accu-
sations made against us lately in America. Homosexuals are purported
to have been used extensively as informants on secret matters by the
Nazi government, and today it is said that we are security risks in govern-
ment positions: only very recently the charge was made that homosexuals
had gathered in the home of an Eastern diplomat and had supplied him
with information. All this must be called by its proper name: scapegoa-
ting! - Lovalty to one’s country is shared by heterosexuals and ho-
mosexuals alike. and there is no reasonable indication that homo-
sexuals are weaker in this respect. As far as national histories and reli-
gious affiliations are concerned, we are no less a part of them than
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others are. If something goes wrong in a country, we may assume that,
like it or not, homosexuals share it — for better or for worse; this is
determined not by the direction of their love, but rather by their
upbringing and development. As a matter of fact, there is far more
reason to believe that homosexuals will be on the side of freedom and
of enlightened regimes, and even that a greater proportion than among
the heterosexuals would defend such principles. For we can only live
in a society which is liberal and tolerant, a logic which has apparently
never occurred to our opponents, who would associate us with every
possible evil that threatens their security — sometimes imaginary, at
other times real. I see this very clearly with relation to the racial
problems which haunt cur American society. Interracial or intercultural
association is in no segment of our population as frequent and as infor-
mal as among us. Social strata, national origin and income brackets are
probably nowhere as irrelevant as in our circles.

[f those who write about us would not jump to hasty conclusions,
but would also try to see our side of the picture, they need only turn
to some of our publications. It may be that the humaneness and compas-
sion reflected in the homosexual press is not found in every one of our
number, but I would at any time risk comparing heterosexuals and homo-
sexuals with regard to their views on liberality, humaneness and prejudice.
It is very regrettable that writers of otherwise liberal persuasion spread
information for which they have no evidence except a bird’s-eye view of
Continental history.

What is the Big Brother Movement?

The Big Brother movement is a serviee which brings a mature, in-
telligent and well-rounded man into a personal. individual relationship
with a growing boy who might otherwise lose his way in life.

[ts essential principle is «One Man and One Boy.»

Since its founding in 1904, the Big Brother movement has been one
of the most significant human efforts in the prevention and correction
of juvenile delinquency.

Through the encouragement and counsel given freely by the man. a
stabilizing and helpful influence is brought to hear on the boy in his
formative vears.

Early in its history. the Big Brother movement confined its work
largely to bovs who had become involved with the law. Later. the
emphasis shifted more and more to hoys showing tendencies toward
delinquency. or living in such environments as offered little choice
other than future delinquency. The movement was founded and is main-
tained by men who appreciate the influence that a man of good char-
acter can have in moulding the life of a boy trving to find his way:
men who are aware that the principles engendered in vouth are those
that remain throughout life. and out of which the spiritual. social and
economic patterns of the future are formed.
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