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NR. 48
MITTEILUNGSBLATT DER KERAMIKFREUNDE DER SCHWEIZ

Traduction from Mitteilungsblatt No. 48
(Ralph Wark)

Wilbelm Treue, Géttingen

The author, who personally has been in Istam-
bul, reports on the collection of porcelains in
the Serail, viewing it from the standpoint of its
quantity, based on inventories, rather then from
earlier publications, which reported on the quality
as well as the dating of the material. He reports
about the 16 000 pieces of ceramics from the cul-
tural as well as the commercial-political angle.
The first catalogue was prepared by Alfred Zim-
mermann of Dresden in 1910, later subliments
were added, however, always stress is placed on
date and quality. The question how these many
thousands of pieces reached Constantinopel never
was delt with. The earliest inventory of 1495
does not mention porcelain, only the second one
of the same year reports about 5 Chinese pieces
of ceramic. The author then follows up with all
additional inventories, and states that the men-
tioning of «Cini» does not mean Chinese, but
refers to «China» in the same sence as china is
used in England when refering to porcelain. Of
importance is a manuscript preserved at Oxford,
which lists the loot obtained by Selim during his
invasion of Persia. Later wars with Persia also
brought porcelains back to Constantinopel. Sulei-
man ate off of porcelain ware. After the great
fire of 1574, porcelains on several occasions were
imported from China. Also the trade of the 16th
and 17th centuries brought back much ware to
Constantinopel. At that time there existed two
kinds of porcelains in the Serail. These were the
very precious pieces intended as gifts or brought
there as war loot and the others were the plain
kitchen ware, of which great quantities existed.
In the 16th century between 5000 and 10000

persons lived in the Serail. All ate off of porce-
lain dishes. The author further reports on the
way these porcelains were brought from China.
From Tabris hundreds of potters together with
their families were brought to Constantinopel.
However, they only produced tiles at Isnik,
which were not listed in the Serail inventories.

Rudolf Just, Prague

In the Palace at Dux in Bohemia there still
are today some very interesting Meissen AR-Vases
which, owing to firingfaults remained undecora-
ted. They were all used for decoration purposes,
or as gifts by Augustus II. At the Dux Palace
thus are six of these vases, which no doubt have
been there since the time they were made around
1730. Among them are very interesting specimens
having applied decoration in relief copied from
Chinese and Japanese originals. There also is one
of the so-called «Bird-Cage» vases. The author
speaks about the older inventories of the Palace
of which the first one dates from the early 19th
century. They reveal the lack of knowlege exist-
ing at that time when it came to describing
fayence and porcelain. The Meissen vases are
referred to as Chinese pieces.

Andres Moser, Muri-Bern (fig. 6—9)

The author gives a description of paysant
ceramics from the time of 1762 and 1794 which,
according to unwritten tradition have their origin
in the workshop at Klgsterli-Stutz. In style they
differ considerably from the products of Langnau.
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