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Prague Jewry during the Civil War -
the Passauer Kriegsvolk in 1611

as reflected in Contemporary Hebrew Sources
By Abraham David*

Abstract

Lm Mittelpunkt des folgenden Artikels steht die Berichterstattung einer anonymen Hebrdi-
schen Chronik iiber den bis hente als Passaner Kriegsvolk bekannten Biirgerkrieg in Prag
1611. Von wenigen zeitgenissischen Bussgebeten abgeseben, ist die Hebrdaische Chronik die
einzige jlidische Quelle, die davon handelt. Wie der Vergleich ibrer Schilderung der Ereig-
nisse mit anderen eitgendssischen Quellen belegt, muss thr Autor Augenzeuge der Ereignisse
gewesen sein. Wenn er in seiner Darstellung auch immer wieder die Rolle Kaiser Rudolfs 11.
als Beschiitzer der Prager Juden hervorbebt, ist er in seiner sachlich-fairen Berichterstattung
dennoch durchweg unparteiisch und gibt nicht 3u erkennen, mit welcher der Biirgerkriegspar-
teien er sympathisiert.

One of the most dramatic events in early seventeenth century Bohemia in
general, and in Prague in particular, is undoubtedly the civil war known as
the Passauner Kriegsvolk because of the involvement of the citizens of Passau,
a Bavarian town near the Bohemian border.

In 1611, the Passau army led by their Bishop Leopold, engaged the Bo-
hemians in a battle in Prague. The reason for this bloody military engage-
ment was the struggle for the Bohemian royal crown, which began on April
17,1608. An earlier agreement between Emperor Rudolf IT! and his brother

*  Dr Abraham David, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 89/4 Derekh Hebron, Je-
rusalem 93390, Israel; Abraham.david@mail.huji.ac.il. — This article is based
on my lecture: An Eyewitness’ Account of the Civil War in Prague (1611) from a
Contemporary Hebrew Chronicle at the Hochschule fiir Jiidische Studien Heidelberg,
19.11.2007.

1 Rudolf II was born in Vienna on July 18, 1552, and died in Prague on January
20, 1612. — A lot has been written about him, including monographs like: GER-
TRUD VON SCHWARZENFELD, Rudolf Il. der saturnische Kaiser, Minchen 1961;
ROBERT JOHN WESTON EVANS, Rudolf I and his World. A Study in Intellectnal
History 1576—1612, Oxtord 1973; STEFAN EHRENPREIS, Kaiserliche Gerichtsbar-
keit und Konfessionskonflikt. Der Reichshofrat unter Rudolf I1. 1576-1612 (Schriften-
reihe der Historischen Kommission bei der Bayerischen Akademie der Wis-
senschaften, vol. 72), Gottingen 2000.
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King Matthias,? sovereign of Hungary, Moravia, and Austria, stated that
Matthias would rule Bohemia after the emperor’s death. However, contrary
to this agreement which was reached on May 1, 1609, in the Bohemian town
of Brod, close to Prague, Rudolf sought to install his cousin, the aforemen-
tioned Bishop Leopold,? on the kingly throne. The ensuing military engage-
ment lasted for several months, during which Leopold’s forces captured
parts of Bohemia in the beginning of January 1611. The Prague quarter
Kleinseite (Mald Strana), i.e. the small quarter west of the Vltava River near
the Hradcin Castle, was occupied by the Passauer army on February 15,
1611, which subsequently destroyed several monasteries there. In connec-
tion with these events, the first legal Union of Lutheran and Calvinist was
established in the city of Prague. Finally, Matthias’ army supported by Mo-
ravian and Hungarian militaries under his rule, defeated Leopold’s forces,
and on May 23, 1611, and Matthias was crowned king of Bohemia during
his brother’s lifetime. At that time, Rudolf II politically was powerless and
isolated and a half year later, on January 20, 1612, he died in his Prague
castle, and Matthias succeeded him as Emperor.

This civil war has been the subject of a few studies* that offered different
explanations of it. Thus, it has been argued that the civil war in Prague in
1611 was the result of the changes in the religious map of Bohemia in gen-
eral, and in Prague in particular since the end of the 16™ century onwards.
Along with them and in accordance with the demands of the Hussite Rev-
olution hundred years eatlier and the ideas of the Protestant reformation

2 Matthias was born in Vienna on February 24, 1557, and died in the same town
on March 20, 1619. In 1608, he became the sovereign of Hungry, Austria and
Moravia. On May 23, 1611, he succeeded his brother Rudolf II as king of Bo-
hemia. After Rudolf 11 died In the beginning of 1612 he succeeded him as the
emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. On him, see: BERND DIETER RILL, Kazser
Matthias. Bruderzgvist und Glanbenskampf, Graz 1999.

3 Leopold V was born in Graz on October 9, 1586, and died in Schwaz on Sep-
tember 13, 1632. In 1607, he became Bishop of Passau and seven years later,
he was also Bishop of Strasburg. He was a cousin of the Emperor Rudolf II.

4 See: FRANZ KUR?Z, Der Einfall des von Kaiser Rodolf 11, in Passan angeworbenen Kriegs-
volkes in Oberisterreich und Bihmen (1610-1611) (Bericht tiber das Museum Fran-
cisco-Carolinum, Jahresberichte 53-55), Linz 1897; ANTON CHROUST, Vo Ein-
Jfall des Passaner Kricgsvolks bis zum Niirnberger Kurfiirstentag (Briefe und Acten zur
Geschichte des Dreissigjiahrigen Krieges in den Zeiten des vorwaltenden Ein-
flusses der Wittelsbacher, vol. 9), Miinchen 1903; JAMES R. PALMITESSA, “The
Prague Uprising of 1611: Property, Politics and Catholic Renewal in the early
Years of Habsburg Rule,” in: Central Eurgpean History 31 (1998), pp. 299-328.
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movement which spread in the Holy Roman Empire, a renewal and resti-
tution of ecclesiastical properties was developed. Emperor Rudolf IT him-
self was open minded and not opposed to those new trends. He even issued
a decree that declared freedom of religion in Bohemia.>

A brief, but accurate description of these events is found also in a He-
brew chronicle from the early seventeenth century, which gives an overview
over important events in the history of the Jews of Bohemia with focus on
Prague. The manuscript of this text was discovered by myself in the begin-
ning of the eighties of the last century at the Library of the Jewish Theolog-
ical Seminary of America in New York.6 The author of this Hebrew Chronicle
is unknown and, thus far, unidentified. He wrote his chronicle in Ashkenazi
Hebrew typical of that time and place. From the text itself, we learn virtually
nothing about its author, nothing about his family’s identity, or his profes-
sion, or his cultural baggage. All that certainly can be taken for granted is
that he lived in Prague at the turn of the sixteenth to the seventeenth cen-
tury and apparently was an eyewitness of various contemporary events in
Prague. Very recently, Alexander Putik from the Jewish Museum in Pra-
gue, suggested to attribute the Hebrew Chronicle to two authors assuming
that these two were the communal scribes who recorded special events
that happened in Bohemia, and particularly in Prague. The first one, he
identified as Petahya b. Josef Sofer who recorded the events of the period
from 1389 to 1581 (entries 1-65), and the other one as Abraham Josef
Yequtiel Kaufmann (Katmann) SeGal. (Ha-Levi) who authored the rec-
ords of the years 1598 to 1611 (entries 66-76).”

In the present study, I focus on that Hebrew Chronicle, tor it sheds light
on the Jewish aspects of this conflict. The author was after all an eye-
witness of various contemporary events in Prague, the Passauer Kriegsvolk
included.

5 This point is clarified by EVANS, Rudolf II (note 1), pp. 84-115; PALMITESSA,
“The Prague Uprising of 16117 (note 4), pp. 300-304, 314 ff.; EHRENPREIS,
Kaiserliche Gerichtsbarkeit (note 1), pp. 214-243.

6 Ms. Mic. 3849. — I have published this chronicle under the title: n*2ay ap"173
1 AR NPWRTN AR19Y, Jerusalem 1984; English version: A Hebrew Chronicle from
Prague, ¢. 1615, translated by Leon ]. Weinberger and Dena Ordan, Tuscaloosa
/ London 1993; Czech version: Anonymni hebrejskd kronika g rané novovéké Prahy,
transl. by Markéta Pnina Rubesova, Praha 2013.

7 Cf. ALEXANDER PUTIK’s review of the Czech version of my edition of the He-
brew Chronicle from Prague (mentioned above in note 6), in: Judaica Bobheniae 48/2
(2013), pp. 133-134, 136-137.
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First, a few words on the Hebrew Chronicle which is arranged in chrono-
logical order. The entries begin with the year in question and, then, recount
events related to Bohemian Jewry. Despite the natural emphasis on Jewish
matters, the Hebrew Chronicle also sheds ample light on general events. Inter-
spersed among the entries, we find information concerning Bohemian kings
and Habsburg Holy Roman emperors, starting with the year 1471. Thus,
the author mentions, znfer alia, major events of the history of the kings and
emperors, beginning with Charles V (1500/1520-1555) and ending with Ru-
dolf II (1552/1576-1612) and his brother Matthias (1557/1612-1619).

The author describes the endless warfare over the throne — internal and
external conflicts, such as: the Ottoman (Turkish) advancement into Hun-
gary, which ended with the Ottoman victory at Mohacs in August 1526,
followed by the Bohemian King Ferdinand’s I annexation of several terri-
tories of western Hungary a year later, and the unsuccessful Ottoman at-
tempts to conquer Vienna in 1529 and 1532.

The chronicle also takes notice of revolutionary currents in western and
central Europe in the sixteenth century, such as: the Banernkrieg (peasant
revolt) of 1525, the Lutheran reformation, and the Anabaptist movement,
which spread throughout Bohemia and Moravia, too. He even briefly de-
scribes the persecution of the Anabaptists by King Ferdinand I in 1528 and
1535;

As an observer of general history, the chronicler is as reliable as accurate.
In his later, more elaborated paragraphs, he provides explanations of the
historical background and an eyewitness’ account of contemporary events.
The account of the Passauer Kriegsvolk, he begins with the year 1608:

7" AYRTIN 0PI WNTIR 12 ARID 79 AT AN 71020 10 ,77KR 12 n'ow niw
T, T2 PYWRYD YA 10w LARDDY TIN0 3T 0702 Raw [L..] wROuRn 0017 [...] 1R
,TOT00R N1TAN TARDA TWIR 12 107 292 O PRAT 29I, W00 12011 N WK 20 QW 1Y
AN DITA PRI 19W 1A 10 1273 3T 10702 D173 PN WYY L1PO0RYD L TANR L 1N0YR
TIVA L TPIANIR LD MR DY apIha 719nR WRIDRND D17 %71 ,"H9R KD nvd "7 0
"7 7WH ARID2 18I X2 07D NI19TH2 20 OY O3 HOK 710 0PN 1ITR O3 ,T7000R)

8,797 TARTI 117,177 090 aY N IR WOR "D9K

[72] 5368 [1608] -- On Rosh Hodesh Iyyar [17 April 1608] there was contention
and commotion here in Prague between our ruler Emperor Rudolf, may he be
exalted, and his brother [...] Duke Matthias [...] who came to a city near Pra-
gue, residing in the city of Béhmisch Brod. With him there were great numbers
of brave men mounted on steeds [Esther 8:10, 14] and armed infantry from the

8 DAVID, n™ay ap°1m3 (note 6), No. 72, p. 20.
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[ranks of the| warriors [Num. 31:49] of the countries of Austria, Moravia, Hun-
gary, and Tatry. They did great damage to this city, stealing, rampaging, killing,
and burning — inflicting damage of more than four times one hundred thou-
sand. Duke Matthias desired to rule over the countries of Bohemia, Hungary,
Moravia, and Austria by force. Our ruler, the emperor, may he be exalted, also
gathered a great force from the cities of Bohemia, and a force of about twenty
thousand brave armed soldiers, came here, to Prague. And we were extremely

disturbed.?

The author goes on to note that the Jews of Prague remained unharmed
during these disturbances, since they enjoyed special protection provided
by the town council: 77 AN 70 WY P10 927 DN 2002 DWW XY NN
DT UMK %70 "W ,mvaw "7 77 “The town council posted guards in the
Judenstrasse to make certain no Jew was harmed. This [state of affairs]
lasted for about four weeks, and God, blessed be He, delivered us from
their hands™.10 As we will see, the protection granted to Prague’s Jews dur-
ing the armed struggles that took place in the time of Rudolf’s 11 reign is a
recurrent theme in the chronicle. Concerning negotiations between the
kingly brothers, the chronicler adds:

S TTI00RY TV TANR DY 1PRM LPANR PW 01970 N0 WRILURAY NI, Wwonn
WIR 3N ,D7WA PN 1YY 03777 WO, 0700 N1TA 2Y 2" 719 77 1P NTR N R
113n72% 7R 90 o

And they reached a compromise — Matthias was granted the royal crown of
Hungary, |and it was agreed] that he would rule Hungary, Moravia, and Austria,
and that after the death of our sovereign, may he be exalted, Matthias would
rule over Bohemia as well. And they went peacetully on their way to Vienna,
and the people of Bohemia returned to their homes.!?

However, this did not bring the fraternal struggle to an end. In April 1610
a Reichstag, attended by the dukes and archbishops of the Holy Roman Em-
pire, whose names the chronicler lists, was convened in Prague in another
attempt to reach a settlement between the two brothers. Once again, a com-
promise was reached, as the chronicle reports:

9  DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), p. 59.

10 DAVID, n™may ap 3 (note 6), No. 72, p. 20-21; DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note
0), pp. 59-60. As we see here and below the two brothers, the emperor Rudolf
IT and the king Matthias kept good relationship with the Jewish community in
Prague and gave the Jews in their neighbourhood full defence and commanded
to avoid any harm against them.

11 DAVID, 2y ap 12 (note 6), No. 75, pp. 21-22.

12 DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), p. 60.
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VIR 01T PIWRID IROY IR LARD 700 RPN 91T YN AR 9 700 V"W n[awa)
LLIRDAPRD 217 0OV 7IVAN 1AM LPRER 1A 70T LR QY 0PI WP RIpIT
NP2 01T ,P00 IRTLWH 0217 12D XIPI T0RDN 71 A" WINIR DWW 1NN
P LT NP 911 27017 IRWA Mnhun [L..] IR [...] 108N AP 717 0NR W

13 Ma%% 1" 10 N ARXITT T 70,20 R [L..] 8" 01TR: 93 MR

[75] In the year 5370 [1610], an important meeting, called the Reichstag, was
convened here in Prague. The first to arrive were the duke of Moravia named
Kurfiirst of Sachsen with his brother, and the archbishop of Kéln, and the
archbishop of Mainz, archduke of Koblenz, our sovereign’s, may he be exalted,
brother, and the bishop of Passau named Leopold, duke of Steiermark, the
duke of Braunschweig, and two brothers, counts [Landgrafen] of Hessen [...]
and delegates from other duchies in all parts of the Holy Roman Empire. The
expenses were paid by our sovereign, may he be exalted, |...] as well as every-
thing else, costing him more than one hundred and fifty thousand.*

The chronicler then goes on to add how several participants in this Reichstag
continued on to the court of Matthias in Vienna in order to negotiate an
agreement between the warring brothers:

TDRON QI ANWINAN 0T, PPOURA TINAT WRIVRD T22% 11 YH nInhwa 1ol 3" iR
TP 07210270 RWT MY AN 8 WRUMLRD TR AR A" NTR 72 0w wn
2"MIRY L0710 MW MIAAYAM TN MTIR PIMIY RN DUV 7277 13p°N a3 ,000m

15 p1%w3a 10727 R 92 yo3

Subsequently, a delegation to King Matthias left for Vienna, [consisting of] the
archbishop of Koéln, the duke of Braunschweig, and the bishop of Passau, and
they negotiated an agreement between our sovereign and his brother King Mat-
thias, may he be exalted, regarding questions of sovereignty and other issues;
they issued several decrees and [settled] matters regarding [sovereignty] in the
empire and other disputes. Later each one returned safely to his home.!6

The terms of this agreement remained unknown, as the chronicler writes:
D12 TI0 29, MIIwn aw i v 2R 1R “And no one knows what the agree-
ments were; everything was kept secret between them.””17

This agteement bately lasted a year. As noted earlier, the struggle was
reignited when Emperor Rudolf tried to install his cousin Leopold, bishop

13 DAVID, nmay 72" (note 6), No. 75, pp. 21-22.

14 DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), pp. 61-62.

15 DAVID, nav ap 13 (note 6), No. 75, p. 22.

16 DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), p. 62.

17 DAVID, n»ay 7pm15 (note 6), No. 75, p. 22; DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note
0), p. 62.
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of Passau, as king of Bohemia, rather than bequeath the crown to his
brother Matthias, in direct contradiction to the agreement reached three
years earlier, in 1608. Matthias refused to give up the crown of Bohemia,
sparking a bloody war that lasted for several months. For his part, the
bishop of Passau began to gather an army to implement the imperial
promise.

And typically, the chronicler goes into great detail regarding the events
related to this civil war in his hometown of Prague. He describes how Leo-
pold’s forces gathered in Passau, planning to invade Prague in order to cap-
ture the crown for Leopold. In the course of the journey they fell upon and
destroyed various Bohemian towns.

712 W 7" 0PI WNIRY ARID 79 AT "anem aminn aa L,pteb [1611] R"yw
07" N19%n BY PN ARTPLBWR DIV 01T 1717 12 PORDA AW DIWIDT DX IMD NR
mnnbn "Hya 10 oy AoR 01RO QWY .MITI0 TI02 oM ,A7°720 0317 N¥P NY A
N12°30 22271,7173 PR oW WY ,TIW T2 TORD VA a1, 072 PEOR 10 Tk 2vhRb
PAw % ,mINwDY PIORY T oW an PR 0D Y MM L 0RDA oW On 0 PV YT TR PR
PRI OW WYY L,PINTIA YR 71a0N02) ARV IR ,A0°0 DITA? awn won [...] mhon Han
[...] D7 1Y P°Y 1377 31, BELR IR AW 21371 A1 PINITA MPDY 10NM 1913 1A

18 5972 PIOT WY DA OTOW 0P 07D M oM

[76] 5371 [1611] -- There was strife and fierce fighting here in Prague for our
sovereign, the emperor, may he be exalted, wanted to have his cousin Leopold,
bishop of Passau, rule after his death, and Duke Grotius of Steiermark on the
throne of Bohemia. This [conspiracy] was known only to a few, and everything
was done in utmost secrecy. Bishop Leopold gathered a multitude, men of war
by the thousands, approximately sixteen thousand chosen men, stationing them
in the city of Passau for a year. And they did great damage there and in the
surrounding area, and no one knew why they were in Passau. And the people
returned [to their homes] for there was nothing to eat or drink there, for they
had consumed everything [...]. From there they went to Bohemia, attacking
the city of Budweis treacherously and with trickery, doing great damage — steal-
ing, rampaging, taking money, gold, and silver worth approximately a hundred
thousand and killing many of the townspeople [...]. Wherever they went in
Bohemia, they did great damage.!

In what follows the chronicler describes the invasion of Prague by the Pas-
sauers, where they confronted local forces loyal to Matthias. Some Prague
residents, however, joined the invaders, thus causing the outbreak of civil
war. During these battles many casualties fell on both sides. On the one

18 DAVID, n12y ap° 13 (note 6), No. 76, p. 22-23.
19 DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), pp. 63-64.
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hand, the invaders were pushed out of the city; on the other, their artillery
continued to threaten the city and its fortresses:

Qv 77772 077 03 190X "1MIP! QM9 W JTIVOY WRY 11707 000 WIR Whvw
%Y 1270 WOR L5371 7393 207 2010 ,annhn 2hva Dan Y waR oy PabR b 7vy a0
97X "2 '3 v .7P0p A R"92 PIPW I9MWR NP O L,ONIIWAN aAnPn 29I IR 10T
XN ONMR DWW 12 XM "R N TV AP TROMD CWIAN IR NWH Mova
TR WIRD OTAID IR 17 ARID MWIRT 11PN 19T 2V AT 7T 7O0R R, jup
WM WA PROURIT X2A0 DNWA 10 QYA IRWT ,0730 Ta092 19991 oK vk
o 1P v NP MIRG TR LM 7N @773 wn 1R DY 0K DY 1nnn L, amn
,071°0 0¥ Y MN2Inn 105w 0 01 NDT oYY, 193w 21 aY 195w TRDID SWIR oy a7
T DIPAY KT 10 OO OYY ,TRORD QYA 7079 IIRWI X? NXT MY 27 OV 10
TROND 0¥ .Jw° 2P 1"pn [R2] 7RI RXY PRY 01920 0°AWN1 ,AWAT Py Wwn 1730
TRV ,DMWAT 90 IR WINPT AN AR 2200 23 1R 0MIR DY 20w i

20, mmpnn M35 NI 300 ,NIMIPH [oN

When the news reached the people of Bohemia, the three classes—the lords,
the squires, and the local rulers — quickly gathered a multitude of about ten
thousand [men] including the townspeople, all soldiers, [both] mounted [men]
and infantry, each with his sword on thigh [Exod. 32:27], and other destructive
weapons of war, firearms called Biichsen in German. On Tuesday, the 20d of
Adar [15 February 1611], at dawn, the people of Passau, numbering approxi-
mately six and a half thousand, came in full force, and broke the outer gate
|ansse], and hurried to the small [quarter| called Kleinseite [or Mala Strana,
joined to the Old City by a bridge], killing the guards and burning our houses.
And the people of Prague hurried, rising as one to oppose them. About five
thousand [men] did battle with them while the remainder of the people guarded
the citadel [Wysehrad] and the Hradcin as well as the Old and New Towns
[Altstadt and Neustadt]. Casualties fell on both sides for approximately three
hours in the fighting for the outer gate and the Kleinseite. Some eight hundred
or more of the residents of the Kleinseite were in league with the Passauers
and fired their rifles, and poured tar and hot water from the windows onto
the Bohemians, killing many. If it had not been for this [conspiracy], none of
the Passauers would have had a foothold [in Prague]. The Bohemians re-
treated to the Old Town, closing the gate to the bridge, guarding this place
so no one could leave or [enter — Josh. 6:1] the Kleinseite for the New Town.
And the Passauers prepared to attack the outer gate and the Kleinseite, and
[...] behind the citadel. They placed a large cannon [gross Geschiitg], a weapon
of destruction, opposite these places, intending to destroy them.?!

20 DAVID, n™2y 72" (note 6), p. 23-24.
21 DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), pp. 64-65.
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This last action of the Passauers took place without Rudolf’s knowledge.
Upon learning that artillery had been placed outside the city, he feared that
matters would blaze out of control, resulting in the destruction of Prague.
He therefore commanded the Passauers to withdraw their artillery:

7" MR D277 YT 70 7N [L..] 22T 20 v ,MpIpRn ML NYTa M
XY 1Y AW 2O DY 0I92 ,mmipnad P 0w awys RowT [L..] 701 890 are
' TRIORD O NYTW PV NIWORD DAOXIWA AYI 0w 07 Wyt kYWY 00700 3 Hab

22 07on ANIR 22X N0 W 1INIR 171 DAy 1 mnah

Intending to destroy them, especially the Judenstrasse [...]. When this was made
known to our sovereign, may he be exalted, he immediately ordered [...] that no
damage be done to those places, and he [specifically] ordered that no harm or
injury should be inflicted on the Jews. [He| guarded them as the pupil of his eye
[Deut. 32:10], for the Passauers intended, Heaven forbid, to destroy, rob, and
take spoils, Heaven forbid, and God, Blessed be He, saved us from them.3

The civil war came to an end when forces loyal to Matthias and their rein-
forcements defeated the Passauers. This paved the way for Matthias to
claim the Bohemian throne, though not without further struggle. On
23 May 1611 (11 Sivan 5371) Matthias was crowned king of Bohemia, in-
stead of his brother the emperor, who until then held both the throne of
the Holy Roman Empire and of Bohemia:

Do AR BHOR ' Onve oy nhwn ,70TvY R PR 1N YR o°s ay nhw 2 N
D P WIR MOPR T Oy YA Tonn X2 9"nRY L7 0% ay B0 01 297 "201n
oy ¥yo1 3"y [L..] @R w2 00T M L2173 71292 193 LRV 001 N ' oY 00720
OV D00 1DOR L, 1AW TIORDIT MY XYY 1T 02019 IR WK 0 [L..] PuwRa
MY 020197 [0]1M 77752 79752 27,07V 7OTW DXOURK OV O3 450 MY 7on A1
LOPINR D797 OV 197771 P22 001 L PINTIA YR AW 172,027 05D oY W oTp
92 5y T7n% WRUUKRA 1PNTR N1 R"Yw 170 &' 2N (L] ARTDD 12w aNIR W XY

24 5173 71202 ®OTYPWY D70 NN

At this time, the Bohemians sent [messengers| to Vienna, asking King Matthias
for help, and he sent the Bohemians nine thousand brave mounted soldiers and
armed infantry, later arriving in person accompanied by four thousand soldiers
and nobles. On Thursday, the 10t of Nisan [24 March 1611], he was received
with great honours, taking up residence in the Old Town [...], later moving to
the Hradcin castle [...]. When Leopold, [along with] his lords, advisors, and the

22 DAVID, n"ay 7p°1m3 (note 6), p. 24.

23 DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), pp. 65, 4™ line from the bottom to p. 66,
line 12.

24 DAVID, n"ay 72" (note 6), p. 28.
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Passauers, saw that the Bohemians had gathered a multitude from all the cities
of Bohemia, and that Matthias’s followers supported them, Leopold and his
supporters fled at night without the knowledge of the Bohemians, coming to
the city of Budweis. In the morning, when the Bohemians gave pursuit, they
were unable to overtake them, and returned to Prague [...]. On Monday, the
IIth of Sivan 5371, our sovereign Matthias was crowned king of all the cities of
Bohemia and Silesia with great pomp and ceremony.?

It goes without saying that the situation of the Jews of Prague during this
bloody civil war was of prime interest to our chronicler. On the one hand,
he notes that the Passauers intended to harm the Prague Jewish neighbour-
hood, based on the mistaken assumption that the Jews were loyal to the
opposing camp. In any event, Rudolf restrained his forces, preventing them
from harming the Jews of Prague. Perhaps this was due to Rudolf’s close ties
with the Jews of Prague, his cultural contacts with them in particular. Rudolf
was very much interested in Jewish mysticism, and another contemporary
witness, the historian David Gans (1541-1613)%6 testifies to direct contacts
between the emperor and the outstanding leader of the Jewish community,
the Maharal (Rabbi Judah Loew ben Bezalel; c. 1525-1609).27 The chronicler
describes how Rudolf protected the Jews of Prague upon hearing that his
forces have targeted the Judenstrasse, as we have seen above.

The chronicler notes another attempt by the invading Passauers and by
local Prague residents to do harm to the Jews in the time of the fighting in
the city. It was on the same day, Tuesday, 24 Adar [1611] that four monas-
teries, or “cloisters,” were totally destroyed. Once again, Emperor Rudolf
came to their defence:

"95RY oV 1A MR [...] 2" 012 12,770 0 NYTIRO1 MIEHN 1IREIID 190K 9173 01 T
1"'0 .19 22D nyn? nyTa oM anyTa 0 0"nRY [LL.] A0 79 W0°hp ¥aIR 12
awn > LTI 200 DR 2N[A]9 D1mn AR PR YL I 92 pR 7aRDY anab
NITR AW PTIN TANPWT ORW 9P WA OV 110 702 R 15w 100V ant NIKax

25 DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), pp. 68, lines 2-3.

26 On his historical work 717 ninx 190 (Sefer Tsemah David) has been written quite a
lot. For a list of selected references, see: ABRAHAM DAVID, “Four Traumatic
Events in Prague’s Jewish Community in the 16"-century as seen through the
eves of David Gans, the author of The Hebrew Chronicle from Pragne, and Joseph
ha-Cohen,” in: Judaica 72 (2016), pp. 368-369, note 2.

27 On Mabharal, a lot has been written. It is impossible here to give an overview
over all these studies including numerous monographs. Nevertheless, it may be
worthwhile to mention the recent publication of ELCHANAN REINER (ed.),
AYOW LTIWN 07N P10 .NMTRK 5"y, Jerusalem 2015.
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27995011 NYIYN 1T ,TRA TV 2173 ARIE 79700 72w 11w MR W hhwh vy

28 M1p7 OI¥ @Y 2wy a1 aa 9o

I shall recount another miracle as great as the Exodus from Egypt and the
splitting of the Red Sea. On the aforementioned day [...] the masses arose by
the thousands and destroyed four monasteries here in Prague [...]. Afterwards,
they intended to harm the Jews as well — to massacre and exterminate [Esther
3:13] all the Jews, to rob, and plunder all their money, Heaven forbid! — If it
had not been for the mercy of the Lord of Hosts, who sent an angel into the
midst of the crowd, and they heard a voice [proclaiming], “Do not raise your
hands against the Jews, by order of our sovereign the emperor, may he be ex-
alted.” The lords, the leaders of the people, came to help the Jews, for [the
masses| had no right to harm the Jews. We were terror-stricken, [being at the
mercy| of the masses on the one hand, and of the Passauers on the other, who
also, Heaven forbid, intended to rob and plunder [the Jews|. We repented
greatly, prayed, and performed works of charity, declaring a public fast-day, and
praying in the synagogue all night long; for two days we fasted and sought par-
don for our sins.?’

Our chronicler adds that the Jews took an active part in their own defence,
that armed Jewish guards patrolled the Jewish quarter. In his words:

OMWWE TIT R PRI REY PR PI20107 930 Pwwn 592 BT 2102 PR vy o' Tin an
90 OV NN QY 920 XON7 AR WRIT NTIPO2 Mnnbn vova 7'"2 av 200 DR 2w
30,:79991 @Y oMM 3007 2922 1290 IR OX, 2173 0 2P MIRENT OV 11w P

And the Jews fortified the Judenstrasse, closing all the gates; no one could leave
or enter through the gates. The streets with synagogues were guarded by sol-
diers under the lead command of the Graf [Count] of Tonia, [who guarded the
Jews] like any other nation, with weapons and armour purchased at great cost
at communal expense, and even the Jews bore weapons, guarding by day and
by night.3!

The chronicler further emphasizes in the same paragraph: 17 nawa 179X
mnanon 2222 029917 “Even on the Sabbath, [the Jews] bore weapons.” Here we
have a testimony to armed defence of their neighbourhood on the part of
Prague Jews alongside the local militia that is reflected in royal documents
as well. Moreover, although it appears that arms bearing by Jews in self-

28 DAVID, nay 7p" 1> (note 6), pp. 27-28.

29 DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), pp. 67-68.
30 DAVID, n*ay ap" 112 (note 6), p. 24

31 DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), p. 6.
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defence was not so rare, however, it was outlawed from the thirteenth cen-
tury on in Germany and elsewhere in Europe.®

The Chronicler reported that after the Passauer army was defeated in Pra-
gue and the whole country, the political conflict between the two brothers
was put to an end by a compromise has been done between them, however,
the details were kept in secret. According to the agreement them, Rudolf 11
gave his brother Matthias the kingdom on Bohemia and Silesia, as he writes:

DI 173 @R 10270 1Y ,MISRN nnn NNWaR 17010 K91 ,%200 Y 7V 100 2R
2y MY MORY VI WROLN 'O T ARy A" 0P R [ 12 aws awvaw 1y
71202 RITYIWI O M7 92 HY 79nY wROLKA IPTR N1 XYW 10 K" "2 'Y .anon
DY WY A DY DA A1 D1 K112 270V D730 03,200 I0IR 13 91T
TX WRIRA TN 11T 27870 03 LINIR 01 D’ 10 by R0 ROW aantn
DY MIRA N INI DD TR YR ROW 00797 DY 0521 ,7700W WY PRYTYY PIWY 11Ky
339399790 10w MIRK 70 "3 101 0D W OX MY DYTIY 202 10T 290 2V annn

Afterwards there was a conclave in the citadel, but they could not reach an
agreement regarding the monarchy, and there was discord and controversy be-
tween them until a compromise was reached between our sovereign the em-
peror, may he be exalted, and his brother Matthias of Bohemia, as is well known
but cannot be recorded. On Monday, the IIth of Sivan 5371 [23 May 1611], our
sovereign Matthias was crowned king of all the cities of Bohemia and Silesia
with great pomp and ceremony. And we, the Jews as well as the Christians,
were greatly afraid of the of the masses and soldiers, lest they attack, rob, and
plunder us, Heaven forbid, and the Christians. King Matthias himself com-
manded his lords and advisors to guard the Jews especially, [to ensure] that not
a single one be harmed. He assigned six hundred armed soldiers from among
his supporters to |guard] the Judenstrasse, and the lords of Bohemia assigned
several hundred men to protect and guard us as well.3

We see here that Matthias like his brother felt the obligation to protect the
Jewish neighbourhood in Prague, because the Prague Jews were afraid of

an attack by the local mob after the coronation of Matthias as king of Bo-
hemia and Silesia on 23 May 1611.

32 This topic was briefly discussed by DAVID, .4 Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), p. 64.

33 DAVID, n™av ap>1n2, No. 76, p. 28.

34 DAVID, A Hebrew Chronicle (note 6), p. 69. — An official Privilege for preventing
the Bohemian Jews’ rights has been issued from the king Matthias’ office on
August 1611, see BOHUMIL BONDY / FRANTISEK DVORSKY, K historii $idu v
Cechach, na Moravé a v Slegakn 906 a 1620, 2 vols, Praha 1906, vol. 11, no. 1041,
pp- 801-803 = GOTTLIEB BONDY / FRANZ DWORSKY, Zur Geschichte der [uden
in Bobhmen, Mdébren und Schlesien von 906 bis 1620, 2 vols. Prague 1906, vol. 11, no.
1041, pp. 821-822. It might be that this act is mentioned by the author.
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In connection with the events described above, three mm%o (se/ihot; pen-
itential prayers) for the 27d of Adar, prescribed for recitation by the Prague
rabbi Solomon Ephraim b. Aaron of Leczyca (in Yiddish/Hebrew: yowun?;
1550-1619)% at that time, were printed as an appendix to the book of pen-
itential prayers, published in Prague in 1613.3¢ The first prayer which begins
with: w51 "%y 725WRY AR 77K, contains a brief description of how Prague’s
Jews were saved in the course of these terrifying events, praising God for
their rescue. The details that emerge from the prayers are consistent with
what is reported by our chronicler, including the attack on the city by the
Passauers, the noise of the cannon, the fear experienced by the Jews, and
the prayers offered for deliverance, which were answered.?” As the com-
poser R. Solomon Ephraim of Y.¢czyca writes:

[...] "w"%w 0172 12 "1wa 77X w2 R"YW MW 1PNY 1723, WRD 172V WR MIRPNT M1
O 77 07 190 AWAT 17 IR WK IRMOD 1 IR OWIT IRT WRD W KA PN
Don PIXM X .5PINNN WO DD 1D WD 92 1197 712 127N 197V W02 YA w2dh
UNIAR 7TV 99T P11 03,720 WIR QTN DY PR 11977 1T7IR .5210 100w 012 T8
DOAWT MY DY Dnn QMRYT AN 20 8o [L.] PPW 2Ry 7M1 AT n

Rapialbyy

35 This sage together with R. Isaiah Horowitz (Ha-Shiah) (c. 1555-1630) leaded
the Jewish community in Prague after the passing of R. Judah Loew (Mabaral)
in 1609. He passed away in 1619 and left several rabbinic writings, including a
commentary on the Pentateuch, called 9> *72 (Kek Yagar), and collections of
sermons. — On him and his works, see 7nter alia: MAX GRUNWALD, Rabbi Salono
Efrain Luntschitz. Oberrabbiner in Prag von Jabre 1604-1618: ein Lebensbild, Frank-
furt am Main 1892; MAX GRUNWALD, in: [Justrierter israelitischer 1 olkskalender,
Prag 5653 [1892/3], pp- 99-128; ISRAEL BETTAN, “Sermons of Ephraim Lunt-
shitz,” in: Hebrew Union College Annunal 8-9 (1931/32), pp. 443-480; ISRAEL BET-
TAN, Studies in Jewish Preaching, Cincinnati 1939, pp. 273-316; HAYYIM HILLEL
BEN-SASSON, p*'¥17 @R 07198 "™ 1070w 2w nawna 1w, ine 1 (Zion), 19
(1954), pp. 142-166; HAYYIM HILLEL BEN-SASSON, m272m nian, Jerusalem 1959,
index; OTTO MUNELES, 3R192 p Ny "1 1Pr2vi-nan mand, Jerusalem 1988,
pp. 282-284.; MARK SAPERSTEIN, Jewish Preaching 1200-1800. An Anthology,
New Haven / London 1989, pp. 401-405.

36 A very rare copy of that edition is located at the library of the Jewish Theolog-
ical Seminary of America, in New Yotk (Rare room, 1760: 9); facsimile of the
first page p. 19 below. — I want to express my gratitude to Mr. Avraham Frenkel
of Nof Ayalon for letting me know about this text and generously giving me
photo copy of those SeZhot more than ten years ago.

37 The significant of this source was discussed by RACHEL GREENBLATT, To Te//
Their Children. Jewish Communal Memory in Early Modern Pragne, Stanford 2014,
pp. 120, 122-126.
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When I recall the tribulations I have experienced, which worsened in the year
[5]371 [1611], on the second of Adar, a Tuesday [...]. From afar came a nation,
as the eagle flies. They were called the Passauer Army and came by way of the
bridge.’® They paved themselves a path there to conquer the city with skill.
Army was drawn up against army, with no resolution. A trap and a pit, a storm
whitling. Anguish and distress from every side on the day they threw down
ramparts. We went about gloomily due to the terrifying thunderous noises, el-
derly and also nursing babes and youngsters. Trembling took hold in us, an-
guish like 2 woman in childbirth, at the one who led the councilmen in plun-
dering [...] may the merciful one, in his unbounding mercy, take pity on his
people who wallow in misery.?

The second prayer which begins with: 7% 7781 0K °2 *Kn 2% 2py° nyN,

stresses that the Jews of Prague instituted a yearly day of remembrance on
the 2d of Adar, to commemorate their rescue, as the composer writes:

93 10K IR AWK TI0IRT ARTD PP D 1T WKRY 1P DY NP 1T 10y 110ap 199
215 WY WK ™ 2700 D07 MW M
Therefore, we accepted upon ourselves for all generations and for our descend-

ants. Who will be here in the holy community of Prague [...]. Every year to tell
of God’s loving kindnesses that he did for us.#

To sum up: The Hebrew chronicle from Prague contains an authentic ac-
count of traumatic events afflicting Bohemia in general, and Prague in par-
ticular, in the beginning of the second decade of the seventeenth century.
With regard to the events in Prague, as described, it is evident that the au-
thotr was an eyewitness himself of the bloody struggle until today known as
the Passaner Kriegsvolk. A comparison of the chronicle with what is known
from other Bohemian sources, including royal documents, proves the high
degree of accuracy in the details and data as well as the historical thinking
and scholatly work done by its author. To the best of my knowledge, with
the exception of the data found in the above-mentioned penitential prayers,
the chronicle is the only Jewish source that deals with these events. But our
author remains always impartial and does not give any hint to which camp
he feels loyalty, although he stresses time and again that and how Rudolf
protected Prague Jews during the battles in the city. Nevertheless, we can-
not conclude that he himself supported Rudolf.

38 This is the Charles Bridge.

39 This paragraph, except the first and the last sentences was translated into Eng-
lish by GREENBLATT, To Tell Their Children (note 37), p. 124.

40 This paragraph was translated into English by GREENBLATT, To Tel/ Their Chil-
dren (note 37), p. 125.
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A paragraph from the Prague Hebrew Chronicle
Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New York
Ms. Mic. 3849, fol. 16v-17r
(cf. p. 3 note 06)
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A paragraph from the Prague Hebrew Chronicle
Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New York
Ms. Mic. 3849, fol. 17v-18¢
(cf. p. 3 note 6)
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A paragraph from the Prague Hebrew Chronicle
Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New York
Ms. Mic. 3849, fol. 18v-19r
(cf. p. 3 note 6)
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A paragraph from the Prague Hebrew Chronicle
Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New York
Ms. Mic. 3849, fol. 19v-20r
(cf. p. 3 note 6)
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The first page of the first penitential prayer for the second day of Adar 1611,

by R. Solomon Ephraim b. Aaron of feczyca (cf. p. 13, note 306)
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