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The Panorama of the Imet Gogo (3926 m) in Simen (Ethiopia)

By Klaus Aerni*

The panorama resulted from a visit to the Simen
Mountains National Park (March 1976). It is a
structurally drawn panorama with central projec-
tion on a perpendicular cylinder of 160 cm circum-
ference (see IMHOF E, 1972: Thematische Karto-
graphie, de Gruyter, Berlin, p. 290) with subsequent
photographic reduction to the present size. A two
centimeter-grid served as graphic basis (= 58).
Some details were added later based upon photo-
graphs. A geological compass of the type Oulianoff
(Type MG-3002, Meridian AG, CH-4107 Eptingen)
with a 4008 scale served as measuring instrument in
the field.

The panorama shows the vast basalt shield of the
Simen Highlands from NE over S to W with the
Ras Dejen (4543 m) as highest point in Ethiopia.
The area between opens the view into the lowland,
from where the uncounted tributaries of the
Ansiya Wenz have cut themselves into the highland
by retrograde erosion.

The Simen massif was formed by immense basal-
tic outpourings (volcanic trap series) about 25
million years ago in the late Oligocene and the
early Miocene. The rocks are more or less horizon-
tally stratified and are interspersed with many fault
lines (see Jinbar Wenz in the S). Harder and softer
layers alternate. The stratified layers that have
become visible through the power of denudation
rise in a ENE-direction and appear to join in the
area of Silki-Kidis Yared. Here, one may look for
the ancient volcanic center.

After the intermittent discharge and setting of the
trap series, rising and shifting began. In this way,
those differences of elevation developed, which
made possible the powerful erosion coming from
the northern lowland. The process of transforma-
tion is still in progress, which is demonstrated
especially well on the Jinbar Wenz in the S; the
valley ends abruptly with a steep gradation, similar
to the upper Engadin at Maloja. A forthcoming
shift of the divide in a SSE-direction is also
recognizable in the area of Chennek at the foot of
the Bwahit.

* Department of Geography, University of Berne, Haller-
strasse 12, CH-3012 Berne, Switzerland

The cold periods of the Quaternary have left their
traces on the Jinbar Wenz. Extensive slope wash,
developed by solifluction, expands toward the
valley floor. The recent river network has cut into
the rubble of the slope and built up terraces in the
valley floor.

The upper timber line, as far as it still exists
naturally, lies between 3600 and 3900 m. Above
this, a steppe follows up to 4300 m. From this
elevation on, the zone of frost detritus extends up
to the peaks.

The area of the Imet Gogo is located in the midst
of the Simen Mountains National Park. It was
created in 1969, and until 1976 it was possible for
Swiss to participate in its caretaking. The aim of
establishing the park consisted primarily of pro-
tecting the native ibex. In addition, there are still
some Simen foxes present as well as klipspringers,
duikers (small antilopes), larger herds of Gelada
baboons, hyenas and jackals. Among the larger
birds of prey, the lammergeyer, the hooded vulture
and the black eagle are to be mentioned.

The natural environment is only still intact in the
high regions. The cultivated land — marked by
pasture land and agriculture — expands from the
lowland more and more upward and on to the
steep slopes. From the Imet Gogo there are always
several places of slash-and-burn clearing to be seen
during the dry season. The cultivation of wheat —
often alternating with legumes — reaches as far as
3200 m. Barley is cultivated up to 3800 m. The
forest is more and more driven back because of the
lack of arable land and firewood. Thereby the
existence of the few wild animals is endangered,
and as a result of the disturbance of the natural
vegetation, the fertile soil is washed away by the
precipitation of the summer rainy season. This
process, led by the land hunger of the rapidly
increasing population, appears to be irresistible,
and it threatens to transform the entire highland
into a mountain desert.

The Simen Park was created out of the concern
for the preservation of the animal life. However,
work in connection with the described problems
has shown that in order to save the park, improve-
ments of the living conditions for the mountain
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inhabitants is of principal necessity. Unfortunately,
the present political situation in Ethiopia has
arrested the hopeful beginning of a developing
project.

Zusammenfassung

Das Panorama ist im Méirz 1976 anlésslich eines Besuches
des “‘Simen Mountains National Park’ entstanden. Einige
Einzelheiten wurden spiter aufgrund von Fotoaufnahmen
erganzt.

Die Zeichnung zeigt von NE iiber S nach W den gewaltigen
Basaltschild des Hochlandes von Semien, der im Ras Dejen
mit 4543 m den hochsten Punkt Athiopiens aufweist.
Durch die Krifte der Abtragung wurden die Schichtstufen
herauspripariert. Sie steigen Richtung ENE an und scheinen
im Raum Silki-Kidis Yared zusammenzulaufen. Hier diirfte
das alte Vulkanzentrum zu suchen sein. Im Mittelgrund
offnet sich der Blick ins Tiefland, von wo sich die
ungezdhlten Zufliisse des Ansiya Wenz durch Riickwirts-
erosion ins Hochland eingetieft haben.

102

Résumé

Le présent panorama a été exécuté au mois de mars 1976
lors d’une visite du “‘Simen Mountains National Park”.
Quelques détails ont été ajoutés par la suite a ’aide de
photographies. Partant du nord-est et allant au sud par
P'ouest, le dessin démontre I'imposant bouclier de basalte
du haut plateau de “Simen” dont le Ras Dejen avec ses
4543 m est le point le plus élevé de I’Ethiopie. La
stratification a été engendrée par I’altération de la roche.
Les strates montent en direction est-nord-est et semblent
converger dans la région de Silki-Kidis Yared. Ici devrait se
situer I’ancien centre du volcan. Au centre du panorama la
vue plonge sur la plaine, d’ou les innombrables affluents de
I’Ansiya Wenz ont pénétré dans le haut plateau par érosion
régressive.
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