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Preface

This volume reproduces revised versions of papers originally delivered at session

C28 "Organisation commerciale et économie régionale dans l'espace alpin, XVe-
XVIIIe siècles", of the Eleventh International Economie History Congress held in

Milan in 1994, organized by Laurence Fontaine and myself. To these contributions

were added other papers complimentary to the topic of the session and written

by authors who were contacted before, during or after this conference.

The Alps may share a common geographical environment and display
similarities in their economic history, but they remain divided into several linguistic
spheres. To facilitate communication among researchers I decided, after much

hesitation, to put the contributions of this volume, written already in three different

languages, into an English framework (introduction, summaries). I hope readers

will not interpret this as an act of cultural defection from the Alpine heritage.
I express my gratitude, above all, to Birgit Buthe, who completed the task of

getting a multilingual book ready for publication with great care and circumspection,

and to Belinda Roman, who copy-edited the english chapters of this volume.
It is a pleasure to thank the "Schweizerische Gesellschaft für Geschichte" for

accepting this volume in the Itinera collection.

Ulrich Pfister
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