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Kirchliche Chronik

Communique
of the International Old Catholic Bishops’ Conference (IBC 1993)

The bishops united in the Union of Utrecht came together for their an-
nual conference in Scranton, PA (U.S.) August 29 to September 3, 1993.
They met subsequent to the International Old Catholic Theological Con-
ference which had dealt with the ecclesiology of the Union of Utrecht.
At that theological conference, the Union of Utrecht was searched for
its identity and examined for its self-understanding. This topic naturally
is important for the sessions of the bishops, because the relationship be-
tween the autonomy of the individual local church and the joint responsi-
bility of the Union of Utrecht is the issue behind many problems of the
IBC. Each decision by the bishops puts the ecclesiological concept of the
Union of Utrecht to the test.

A central topic of every bishops’ conference, of course, is the issue of
the ordination of women. While this issue is one of the central matters of
discussion in some countries, it hardly features in others. The vastly
divergent opinions and very different developments in the individual
member churches render it extremely difficult to find a solution in
shared responsibility. A decision could not be expected because the bish-
ops continue to look for the way the Union of Utrecht can go without
the threat of a schism or the loss of closeness to its catholic sister
churches. The IBC is not only aware that this problem is a burning issue
in some dioceses, but also that it will not be easy for the Union of
Utrecht to withstand these burdens for a longer period. — The bishops
took note of the decision by the General Synod of the Church of Eng-
land concerning the ordination of women to the ministerial priesthood.
It was clearly maintained that the Old Catholic churches must reach
their decisions in their own, yet joint, responsibility. Although full com-
munion has existed between the two churches since 1931, ordained
women cannot be admitted to officiate.

The bishops passed an official statement of the relationship of the
Union of Utrecht to the other churches. This document does not simply
describe the facts but points to deepening where possible and to goals to
be achieved. It is the will of the bishops that, according to the principles
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of the 1889 Declaration of Utrecht, the Old Catholics extend and
develop their responsibility for healing the separation of Christianity.

Closer contacts with the Roman Catholic Church are aimed at. Dia-
logues on a national level are an important step in that direction. It
should be possible to shed historical burdens (excommunications). The
bishops strife for good relationships with the Roman Catholic Church.
They doso by being aware that the papal dogmas of 1870 remain a princi-
pal obstacle for the road to unity, and that the unsatisfactory position of
the lay people and the weak synodal structure in the Roman Catholic
Church still have to be expanded.

A theological dialogue is being held with the Old Catholic Church of
the Mariavites of Plock (Poland), aiming at the restoration of the former
relationship.

The Old Catholic churches of eastern Europe have to overcome diffi-
cult problems. The civil war burdens and threatens the small church in
Croatia. A profound crisis of trust and confidence is the consequence of
the collapsed dictatorship in the Czech Republic. Unfortunately the at-
tempts of reconciliation by the IBC have not met with success up to now.
Intense efforts continue in this respect.

The 26th International Old Catholic Congress will be held in Delft
(The Netherlands) August 22-26, 1994. Several hundred people will
meet for a joint search for a road of the church to the future.

The next International Old Catholic Bishops’ Conference will take
place in the Hague (The Netherlands) at the end of August 1994.

The Relationships of the Union of Utrecht to Other Churches

(1) The Churches of the Union of Utrecht regard themselves as local
Churches in which, notwithstanding all human deficiencies and sin and
despite the separations which they strife with all their powers to over-
come, the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church subsists. The local
Churches united in the Union of Utrecht form autonomous Churches
comprising several dioceses, resp., as well as autonomous dioceses. Irre-
spective of their different historical origins and ensuing differences, they
have in common that they continue the Ancient Undivided Church of the
East and West in the West. They strife for the unity of the Christian
Churches on the basis of the faith of the Ancient Undivided Church.
This had been expressed already, when in 1889 the Union of Utrecht was
born, in the Declaration of Utrecht issued on that occasion by the bish-
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ops; this is the basic document to this day. It is in this sense that the
Churches of the Union of Utrecht take part in the ecumenical move-
ment.

(2.a) In the Orthodox Church of the East the Old Catholic Church re-
cognizes the same basis of the Ancient Church and, therefore, regards
the re-unification with it from of old as a central intention. It hopes that
the theological dialogue undertaken and finished in 1987 by the commis-
sion of both Churches will lead to the realization of this goal. The recep-
tion of the results of this dialogue is going on in the Old Catholic
Churches. The IBC expects the same of the Orthodox Churches and in-
tents, in due time, to initiate discussions with the Orthodox Church
about the ensuing consequences of the dialogue, with the aim of the con-
crete realization of the communion.

(2.b) Close ecumenical relationships exist in several countries with in-
dividual Old Oriental Churches. A general dialogue of the Union of
Utrecht with the Old Oriental Churches has not yet been realized.

(3.a) The Anglican Communion was regarded by the Old Catholics as
being particularly close to them even in the last century already, because
throughout the Reformation they had kept the faith and order of the An-
cient Church more clearly than the Churches of the Reformation on the
continent. This was shown in particular in the sacramental life of the
Church and in the uninterrupted tradition of its threefold ministry. For
quite some time, however, the Church of Utrecht saw theological diffi-
culties for the recognition of the Anglican orders. But these doubts were
overcome so that in 1925 the Church of Utrecht, and in the same year
the IBC, officially recognized the Anglican orders.

(3.b) In 1931 and the following years, the communion was established
between the Anglican and Old Catholic Churches due to the mutual re-
cognition as catholic Churches. The text of the agreement had been
worked out in July 1931 at Bonn by an Anglican and an Old Catholic
commission. In 1946 the Polish National Catholic Church in the U.S.
and Canada (PNCC) had established an agreement of its own with the
Episcopal Church in the United States of America and in 1958 with the
Anglican Church of Canada. Those were terminated in 1978 because of
the ordination of women to the priesthood in these two Anglican
Churches.

(3.c) Several decisions of Anglican Churches about the relationships
to other Churches and about the ordination of women to the ministerial
priesthood have given reason for statements by the IBC. The IBC em-
phasized that the restoration of the unity, intended in the Anglican
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schemes of unity, would be very close to its heart, but also that the neces-
sary preconditions would have to exist in the faith and life of the respec-
tive Churches. The IBC pointed to the fact that, in its opinion, these pre-
conditions had not been met to a satisfying degree in all Anglican
schemes of union, and that dangers for the true unity could result from
it. The IBC declared that the Old Catholic bishops could not share in the
responsibility for the procedure of Anglican provinces in these matters,
and that the immediate responsibility would lie with the respective An-
glican Churches themselves.

As to the ordination of women in some Anglican provinces, the IBC
declared that it could not agree to it and that the issue should be dealt
with in talks between all Churches maintaining the faith and ministry of
the Ancient Church. As the urgency of the issue has increased since
these declarations (in 1976) both in many Churches of the Union of
Utrecht and outside this Union, we regard the discussion about the ensu-
ing fundamental theological questions, wished for by the IBC then, even
more necessary and admitting no delay today.

The relationship of the IBC to the Anglican Churches has been deter-
mined by the principle that it must not only be asked whether there is
enough agreement for the establishment and maintenance of full com-
munion, but also whether the differences really necessitate a separation.
In fact the IBC has given a negative answer to this last question by main-
taining full communion, in spite of all difficulties. It is strengthened in
this attitude by the experience, however different, of the communion
existing since 1931

"Declaration of the International Old Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the
Union of Utrecht (IBC) after the Decision of the General Synod of the Church of
England (November 1993) Concerning the Ordination of Women And Its Intro-
duction in Several Church Provinces of the Anglican Communion: '

“In 1987 the International Old Catholic Bishops' Conference (IBC) stated
that the introduction of the ordination of women to the ministerial priesthood by
an Anglican Province would result in problems for the sacramental communal
life of our Communions, but that it would not result in terminating the 1931 Bonn
Agreement, and that continuing the Agreement would not mean a consent to the
introduction of the ordination of women to the ministerial priesthood. The IBC
confirms its statement and also declares that ordained women are not admitted to
priestly functions in the Churches of the Union of Utrecht. These statements con-
cern all members of the IBC.”

In addition to this declaration the IBC was drawing attention to its earlier deci-
sion concerning the Position of Female Deacons: The different interpretations of
the decisions of the IBC concerning the possibility of restoring the permanent dia-
conate of women as well as of men have led to difficulties in the relationships
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(4) In 1965 an agreement on the establishment of communion was
reached between the IBC and the episcopal Churches of Portugal and
Spain as well as the Philippine Independent Catholic Church which was
phrased in terms identical to that formulated by the Anglican and Old
Catholic commission in Bonn in 1931. The episcopal Churches of Portu-
gal and Spain share with the Churches of the Union of Utrecht a similar
historical origin. They had, however, entered into closer relationships
with the Anglicans and received their episcopal consecrations from An-
glican bishops. In the course of the further development they were re-
ceived into the Anglican Communion in 1980.

The Philippine Independent Catholic Church had its origins in a
national church liberation movement at the end of the 19th century and
at first got its orientation from Old Catholic principles. Later, however,
its then leadership was influenced by American Unitarians so that all
contacts were broken off from the Old Catholic side. There was a turn af-
ter World War II. In 1947 the Philippine Independent Church signed a
Trinitarian confession of faith and received the episcopal consecrations
from the Episcopal Church in the U.S. in 1948. By doing so, the way to es-
tablishing the communion with the Churches of the Union of Utrecht
was opened. In 1969 a bishop of the PNCC, also by mandate of the IBC,
joined as a co-consecrator in the consecration of three Philippine bish-
ops. There have been attempts recently to give more practical contents
to this communion.

(5) Friendly ecumenical relations have developed since the Second
Vatican Council with the Roman Catholic Church. Even before that
time, Rome never had questioned the validity of the Old Catholic ordi-
nations. Conditions which the Roman Catholic Church had stipulated
before the Second Vatican Council for initiating a dialogue with indi-
vidual Churches of the Union of Utrecht (the Netherlands, U.S.) have
since been declared as no longer existing. That 1s why in some countries
an official dialogue was and 1s being held on a national level, with posi-
tive results.

The Old Catholics are aware that a large measure of common western
catholic tradition links them with the Roman Catholic Church.
However, as much as they feel being a part of the western catholic

among individual churches of the Utrecht Union. There are churches which con-
sider the ordination of women to the diaconate as invalid. The bishops, in whose
dioceses female deacons exercise ministry, will therefore remind them that they,
as well as any member of the clergy, must first seck expressed faculties to exercise
ministry in any other diocese of the Utrecht Union.

248



Church and search for its unity, the Old Catholics attach fundamentally
decisive significance to the wish not to see the western tradition in an iso-
lated way but in its link with the eastern tradition as expressed in the Old
Catholic reference to the Undivided Church of the first millenium. The
IBC issued a declaration in 1970 on “the primacy in the Church” in
which former declarations were confirmed according to which the Old
Catholics recognize the historical primacy as the Ancient Church at-
tributed to the bishop of Rome as the primus inter pares (first among
equals). This recognition was now continued with the statement that the
primacy is a ministry of unity and, as such, bound to the serving link with
all bishops and with all local Churches. It is at this field that the biggest
problem for unity continues to exist, i.e., the Roman Catholic dogmas of
the full jurisdiction of the pope over the whole Church and of the infalli-
bility of his magisterial decisions.

The IBC wishes the initiation of a dialogue at the international level.
Subjects of such a dialogue should be, among other things, the issue of
primacy and the position of lay persons in the Church.

(6) Friendly relations existed with the Evangelical Lutheran and the
Evangelical Reformed Churches at the time of the establishment of the
Union of Utrecht already, which were deepened in the course of time.
This happened not the least in the context of the ecumenical movement.
Despite the very intense practical cooperation at many places and the
profound exchange of theological ideas at a personal level, no official
theological dialogue has up to now taken place at the international level
and, except in Germany, at the national or regional level. The issues that
would have to be cleared in a dialogue concern especially the under-
standing of the Church, of its unity and its ministry, the sacramental theo-
logy, and the understanding of redemption and salvation.

(7) The ecumenical attitude of the Churches of the Union of Utrecht
is furthermore evident in their cooperation in the World Council of
Churches in which, not the least in the Commission on Faith and Order,
they take part in the multi-lateral dialogue. They do so on the basis of
the faith of the Ancient Undivided Church of the East and West; besides
issues already mentioned, the understanding of the Holy Spirit poses a
special challenge in this regard. In this ecumenical spirit the Churches of
the Union of Utrecht take part in the Conciliar Process for Justice,
Peace, and the Integrity of Creation, and in the ecumenical work on the
national, regional, and local levels.



Communiqué
der Internationalen Altkatholischen Bischofskonferenz (IBK 1994)

Im Anschluss an den 26.Internationalen Altkatholiken-Kongress ver-
sammelten sich vom 28. August bis 2.September 1994 in Den Haag
(NL) die in der Utrechter Union vereinigten Bischofe zu ihrer jahrli-
chen Konferenz. Es standen vielerlei Themen auf der Traktandenliste.
Die wichtigeren hingen indessen alle mit Fragen der kirchlichen Einheit
und den Grundlagen der IBK zusammen.

In einigen Kirchen der Utrechter Union gibt es starke Stromungen
fiir die Frauenordination, wihrend in anderen die Stimmung zuriickhal-
tend ist oder die Frage kaum von Offentlichem Interesse zu sein scheint.
Wenn in einer zentralen Frage des kirchlichen Lebens so starke Diffe-
renzen auftreten, so kommt dadurch die kirchliche Einheit in Gefahr.
Um dieser Gefahr zu begegnen, hat die Bischofskonferenz 1991 be-
schlossen, die Frage der Frauenordination in gemeinsamer Verantwor-
tung aller Bischofe und ihrer Kirchen zu beantworten. Alle Bischofe ha-
ben sich verpflichtet, mit ihren Kirchen nicht allein zu entscheiden, bis
eine gemeinsam verantwortete Grundsatzentscheidung gefunden ist.
Diese Grundsatzentscheidung soll den einzelnen Kirchen die Moglich-
keit geben, das in ihrer Situation Angemessene unter Wahrung der Ein-
heit zu tun. Auch die Frage, ob eine einzelne Ortskirche die Entschei-
dung unabhingig fillen kann oder nicht, gehort in diesen Entscheidungs-
prozess; denn das Verhiltnis zwischen der Zustdndigkeit der Utrechter
Union und der Zustédndigkeit der Ortskirchen beriihrt das Zentrum des
altkatholischen Selbstverstandnisses.

Darum hat die IBK mit Betroffenheit zur Kenntnis genommen, dass
sich die deutsche altkatholische Kirche im Mai 1994 in der Frage der
Frauenordination ohne Verbindung mit den anderen altkatholischen
Kirchen entschieden hat. Sie sah sich durch das einseitige Vorgehen der
altkatholischen Kirche Deutschlands in eine neue Lage versetzt: sie
musste entscheiden, ob sie den 1991 eingeschlagenen Weg der gemeinsa-
men Entscheidungssuche weitergehen oder ob sie ithn mit der deutschen
altkatholischen Kirche aufgeben wollte. Letzteres hitte bedeutet, dass
die Utrechter Union nicht mehr als Gemeinschaft mit gegenseitigen Ver-
pflichtungen existieren wiirde. Daher hat sie einmiitig beschlossen, an ih-
ren Entscheiden von 1991 festzuhalten. Damit stellte sich die Frage, ob
der deutsche altkatholische Bischof weiterhin Mitglied der Bischofskon-
ferenz bleiben kann. Die IBK wollte einen definitiven Bruch verhin-
dern. entschied aber. seine Mitgliedschaft vorlaufig ruhen zu lassen.
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Selbstverstdndlich ist es den Bischofen bewusst, dass ¢s nicht bei diesem
Entscheid bleiben kann. Es wurde deshalb gleichzeitig der Beschluss ge-
fasst, dass «Bezichungen mit der deutschen altkatholischen Kirche wei-
tergefiihrt und Gespriche, insbesondere im Hinblick auf die Heilung
der Utrechter Union, aufgenommen werden».

Im Anschluss an ecine Resolution des 26. Internationalen Altkatholi-
ken-Kongresses von Delft wurde zudem beschlossen, Uberlegungen
iber die Grundanliegen - die episkopal-synodale Struktur der Utrech-
ter Union — anzustellen, um das Zusammenleben der altkatholischen
Kirchen auch in Zukunft zu sichern. Auf dieser Linie liegt auch der Ent-
scheid der Bischofe, sich an der nédchsten Bischofskonferenz mit der
Apostolischen Sukzession und ihren ekklesiologischen Konsequenzen
auseinanderzusetzen.

Der 1991 beschlossene Prozess betreffend Frauenordination ist wei-
terhin im Gang und die IBK erwartet, dass die vorgesehene Sonderkon-
ferenz der IBK fiir diese und die damit zusammenhingenden ekklesiolo-
gischen Fragen Ende 1996 oder 1997 durchgefiihrt wird.

Selbstverstandlich beschiftigte sich die IBK auch mit ihren Beziehun-
gen zu anderen Kirchen, denn die Heilung der Gespaltenheit der Chri-
stenheit gehort seit ihren Anfidngen zu ithren Grundanliegen:

Die bewidhrten Beziehungen zu den Anglikanern sollen durch neue
Koordinations- und Informationsstellen gestarkt werden. Damit sollen
auch auftretende Schwierigkeiten leichter iiberwunden werden kdnnen.

Mit grosser Genugtuung nahm die Konferenz davon Kenntnis, dass
der Okumenische Patriarch von Konstantinopel dem Erzbischof von Ut-
recht, dem Priasidenten der IBK, im November 1994 einen offiziellen Be-
such abstatten wird.

Die Gespriache mit der Altkatholischen Kirche der Mariaviten wer-
den fortgefiihrt. Auch mit der romisch-katholischen Kirche werden
Kontakte gesucht. Zunichst stechen Losungen fiir praktische Fragen im
Vordergrund.

In Tschechien sind in der Altkatholischen Kirche die Wunden der
kommunistischen Diktatur noch nicht vernarbt. Eine tiefe Spaltung zer-
reisst die kleine Gemeinschaft. Da keine Versohnung in Sicht 1st, hat die
IBK beschlossen, keinen Bischof fiir den vakanten tschechischen Bi-
schofssitz zu weihen. Sie versucht aber weiterhin, bei der Verbesserung
der Lage behilflich zu sein.

Die nichste Sitzung der Internationalen Altkatholischen Bischofs-
konferenz wird im Oktober 1995 in Konstancin/Polen stattfinden.
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Beschluss der Internationalen
Altkatholischen Bischofskonferenz
der Utrechter Union
zum Thema «Frauenordination in Deutschland»

1. Es liegt in der Natur der Sache, dass es zwischen der Verantwortung
des Bischofs gegeniiber seiner Ortskirche (Synode) und seiner Verant-
wortung gegeniiber der IBK und damit gegeniiber den anderen Kirchen
der Utrechter Union zu Spannungen kommen kann.

2. Das ist in der Frage der Frauenordination fiir viele Bischofe der
Fall. Die Spannung kann als so gross wahrgenommen werden, dass fiir ei-
nen Bischof eine Entscheidung fiir die eine oder andere Seite unumging-
lich erscheint.

3. In dieser Situation befand sich der Bischof der Altkatholiken in
Deutschland. Mit dem Beschluss iiber die Einfiilhrung der Frauenordina-
tion hat er mit seiner Synode den von der IBK vereinbarten Gesprichs-
prozess mit dem Ziel, eine gemeinsam verantwortete Grundsatzent-
scheidung zu finden, verlassen.

4. Der deutsche Bischof und die Synode betrachten ihr Handeln als
cine Entscheidung, die nicht ldinger aufgeschoben werden konnte.

5. Die IBK stellt mit Bedauern fest, dass es demnach einem ithrer Mit-
glieder nicht gelungen ist, in der Frage der Frauenordination die doppel-
te Verantwortung und Solidaritdt durchzuhalten. Sie hdlt an dem 1991
auf ithren Sitzungen in Wislikofen und Egmond aan Zee gemeinsam be-
schlossenen Weg fest, den sie leider ohne den deutschen Bischof weiter-
gehen muss.

6. Unter den gegebenen Umstidnden sieht die IBK keine andere Mog-
lichkeit als die Mitgliedschaft des deutschen Bischofs in der IBK vorlédu-
fig ruhen zu lassen. Wihrend dieser Zeit sollen Beziehungen mit der
deutschen altkatholischen Kirche weitergefiihrt und Gespriche, insbe-
sondere im Hinblick auf die Heilung der Utrechter Union, aufgenom-
men werden.

7. Der deutsche Bischof sieht und respektiert mit Betroffenheit. dass
die IBK sich in dieser Lage zu diesem Beschluss gezwungen betrachtet.

8. Da diese Situation das Grundanliegen der altkatholischen Kirchen
mit ihrer episkopal-synodalen Gemeinschaftsstruktur betrifft, erachten
es die in der IBK vereinten Bischofe dariiber hinaus als notig, im An-
schluss an die Resolution des 26.Internationalen Altkatholiken-Kon-

252



gresses in Delft' Uberlegungen iiber die Grundlagen der Utrechter
Union und daraus abzuleitende Folgerungen im Hinblick auf Vereinba-
rung und Reglement der IBK anzustellen.

Drei neue altkatholische Bischofe

Innerhalb zweier Monate wurden in Osterreich, Holland und Deutsch-
land Nachfolger fiir die zuriickgetretenen Ortsbischofe gewihlt:

Die ausserordentliche Synode der Altkatholischen Kirche Oster-
reichs wahlte an ihrer in der St. Cyprians-Kirche in Wien stattfindenden
Session vom 17. und 18.September 1994 Dekan Bernhard Heitz (Rosen-
heim) als Nachfolger des in den Ruhestand tretenden bisherigen Bi-
schofs Nikolaus Hummel. Bischof electus Bernhard Heitz, geb. 1942,
wirkte seit 1981 als Pfarrkurat und seit 1984 als Pfarrer der altkatholi-
schen Gemeinde Rosenheim. 1991 wihlte ihn die Dekanatsversamm-
lung zum Dekan fiir Bayern.

Am 3.November 1994 wurde in der altkatholischen Kathedrale zu
Haarlem der altkatholische Priester Dr. Bert Wirix vom Wahlgremium
zum Nachfolger des aus gesundheitlichen Griinden aus dem Amt schei-
denden Bischofs Teun Horstman erkoren. Der 1946 Geborene ist zur-
zeit an der Universitdt Lowen und am Altkatholischen Seminar Amers-
foort als Dozent fiir systematische Theologie tidtig. Die am 15./16. No-
vember 1994 in Koblenz tagende 52.Ordentliche Bistumssynode der
Altkatholischen Kirche Deutschlands wahlte als Nachfolger des eben-
falls zuriickgetretenen Bischofs Dr. Sigisbert Kraft am 15.November
1994 den seit 1985 in Offenbach a/M als Gemeindepfarrer und Dekan
von Hessen/Rheinland-Pfalz-Nord/Saarland wirkenden Dekan Joa-
chim Vobbe (geb. 1947).

Den Episcopi electi sei zur ehrenvollen Wahl gratuliert und fiir ihre bi-
schofliche Téatigkeit Gottes Segen gewiinscht.

"«Resolution.

Der 26.Internationale Altkatholiken-Kongress in Delft appelliert an die in
der Utrechter Union vereinigten Bischofe, die Einheit der Union aufrechtzuer-
halten, auch wenn einzelne Ortskirchen in wichtigen Fragen unterschiedliche Ge-
wissensentscheidungen getroffen haben oder noch treffen werden.

Der Kongress ersucht die Bischofe um Uberlegungen in Hinsicht auf Regle-
ment und Vereinbarung der IBK, bei der die unterschiedlichen synodal-episkopa-
len Strukturen der einzelnen Ortskirchen ausdriicklich einbezogen werden.

Delft, 26. August 1994.»
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