
Zeitschrift: Helvetica Physica Acta

Band: 71 (1998)

Heft: 3

Buchbesprechung: Evariste Galois (1811-1832) [L. Toti, Rigatelli]

Autor: [s.n.]

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften. Sie besitzt keine Urheberrechte
an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in der Regel bei
den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Siehe Rechtliche Hinweise.

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les

éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. Voir Informations légales.

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. See Legal notice.

Download PDF: 21.05.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=en


Mathematics with Birkhäuser

VM 11

Vita Mathematica

L. Toti Rigatelli, University of Siena, Italy

Evariste Galois

(1811-1832) Evariste
Galois

1996. 168 pages. Softcover
DM38.-/ öS 278.-/sFr. 32.
ISBN 3-7643-5410-0

Evariste Galois' short life was lived
against the turbulent background of
the restoration of the Bourbons to the
throne of France, the 1830 revolution
in Paris and the accession of Louis-
Phillipe. This new and scrupulously
researched biography of the founder of
modern algebra sheds much light on a

life led with great intensity and a death
met tragically under dark circumstances.

Sorting speculation from documented
fact, it offers the fullest and most exacting

account ever written of Galois' life
and work.

It took more than seventy years to fully
understand the French mathematician's
first memoire (published in 1846) which
formulated the famous "Galois theory"

concerning the solvability of algebraic
equations by radicals, from which
group theory would follow.

Obscurities in his other writings -
mémoires and numerous fragments of
extant papers - persist and his ideas

challenge mathematicians to this day.
Thus scholars will welcome those chapters

devoted specifically to explicating
all aspects of Galois' work. A comprehensive

bibliography enumerates studies

by and also those about the mathematician.
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