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PREFACE

The XXVIth session of the Journées Relativistes took place at the Centro Stefano Franscini

on Monte Verità in Ascona (Switzerland) on May 25-30, 1996. There were in total sixty-two
talks, of which sixteen were plenary lectures, and about seventy-five participants coming
from more than fifteen different countries. The subjects discussed at the conference focused

on the following important areas: progress in the study of the Einstein's field equations; new

developments in cosmology driven by recent observations of the cosmic microwave

background and of gravitational lensing; numerical relativity; advances in quantum gravity and

quantum cosmology. This issue of Helvetica Physica Acta contains almost all of the plenary
talks.

The international scientific committee consisted of: Thibault Damour (IHES, Bures sur

Yvette), Jürgen Ehlers (Potsdam), Petr Hâjicek (Bern), Richard Kerner (Paris) and Norbert
Straumann (Zurich).

The following members of the local organizing committee helped in an essential way: Ruth
Dürrer (Geneva), Petr Hâjicek (Bern), Philippe Jetzer (Zurich), George Lavrelashvili (Zurich),

Mairi Sakellariadou (Geneva) and Norbert Straumann (Zurich), Chairman. For solving

practical problems Marcus Strässle and Michael Volkov (Zurich) were always available.

The Journées Relativistes could not have taken place without the financial support of:

The ETH Zurich
The Swiss National Science Foundation

The Dr. Tomalla Foundation

The Hochschulstiftung of the University of Zurich.

Finally, we would like to thank Mrs. Katia Bastianelli from the Centro Stefano Franscini

for her professional help at the conference centre on Monte Verità, which simplified our task

very much.

The editors

N. Straumann, Ph. Jetzer and G. Lavrelashvili
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