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Meson Exchange Currents in Nuclei; the Triton Beta
Decay as an Example

by W. Jaus

Institut fiir Theoretische Physik der Universitit Ziirich,
8001 Ziirich, Schénberggasse 9, Switzerland

(7. 1. 1976)

Abstract. The method used to reduce the four-dimensional Bethe—Salpeter equation to the
three-dimensional Schrodinger equation, thus defining a potential in terms of the field theoretic
interaction, can be generalized to define a consistent exchange current by considering the relativistic
interaction of a current with a bound state of nucleons. This covariant approach allows a unified
treatment of exchange current effects, renormalization of the nuclear wave function due to meson
exchange, relativistic corrections and negative energy contributions to the wave function, and we
discuss in detail how these effects influence the Gamow-Teller matrix element for the decay
SH — °He + e + #. We calculate one and two-meson exchange processes, including nucleon
resonances in intermediate states, and find good agreement of theoretical and experimental
predictions for the GT matrix element.

1. Introduction

The nucleus as a bound state of nucleons is usually described in terms of a wave
function which is the solution of a Schrédinger equation with an appropriately chosen
potential. We shall not touch upon the difficulties associated with the many body
aspect of the Schrédinger equation, but assume this problem can be solved, at least
approximately, by the methods of nuclear physics. But even if the wave function is
known exactly, from a more fundamental point of view it does not contain the complete
information concerning the bound state. This can be seen more clearly if one uses field
theory, which is the appropriate model to formulate the relativistically invariant
interaction of particles, and starts with the Bethe-Salpeter equation. Since this is a
covariant equation for the bound state with a symmetric treatment of space and time
variables (i.e. to each constituent of the bound state is ascribed an individual time),
its content and predictions are not immediately clear if one is used to a single-time
description of bound state problems. It is therefore of great help to consider merely a
special class of solutions of the Bethe-Salpeter equation; which class is defined by
fixing the time components of the variables in some manner. The necessary prescrip-
tions are usually chosen in such a way that the Bethe-Salpeter equation is transformed
thereby into a Schrodinger-like equation and one of the practical consequences of this
procedure (termed the quasipotential method) is that the resulting kernel of the
3-dimensional equation defines a nuclear ‘potential’ in terms of the field theoretic
interaction. A guide to the vast literature on this subject can be found in Refs. [, 2].
Both types of equations are equivalent, but neither the 4-dimensional Bethe-Salpeter
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equation nor the 3-dimensional quasipotential equation can be solved exactly since
their respective kernels cannot be given in closed form. Moreover, the number of
terms included in the quasipotential is larger than those of the Bethe-Salpeter kernel
and depends upon the specific reduction scheme by which it is defined. Consequently,
infinitely many quasipotentials can be constructed and this freedom could be used in
principle to design a 3-dimensional equation in terms of a kernel which is reasonably
approximated by a few low order graphs. Preliminary work in this direction has been
reported in Ref. [2].

The interpretation of matrix elements between bound states as given by field
theory [3] can be given along similar lines of reasoning. We consider specifically the
matrix element of the current operator and generalize the quasipotential formalism in
order to express the matrix element in terms of the single-time wave function [4]. This
approach defines a quasicurrent, which describes the (relativistic) interaction of a
current with a many body bound system in the framework of quantum mechanics.
Thereby information about the bound state (e.g. its behavior if particles move off
the mass shell, negative energy states) that gets lost when a wave function is defined,
is transferred to a quasioperator. More specifically, the quasicurrent describes also the
interaction of the bound state with the current for those values of the energy-variable
of the bound particles which are excluded from the wave function. It should be
emphasized at this point that the above derivation is exact, i.e. field theory and quantum
mechanics together with quasioperators are equivalent. Since the behavior of the
quasioperators under Lorentz transformation is known, relativistic effects in nuclear
physics can be discussed in a consistent way.

The quasicurrent can be represented as a sum of #-body currents (where n specifies
the number of nucleons interacting with the current and with each other), and for
n > 2 we have what is usually termed exchange currents, the details of which depend
upon the quasipotential method by which it is defined, i.e. upon the particular choice
of the wave function. It should be mentioned also that the wave function cannot
simply be normalized to unity, because mesonic effects change this normalization.
This means, the bound state of nucleons can exist in virtual states where there are
pions present beside the nucleons or some nucleons can be in resonant states, and the
probability for these virtual states must be included in the normalization conditions
for the wave function. Exchange current effects and the normalization correction of
the wave function must be treated on the same footing. This can be seen quite clearly
if a conserved current is considered : the renormalization of the charge due to exchange
current corrections is exactly cancelled by the effect of the normalization correction of
the wave function, which guarantees that the total charge of the bound state equals the
sum of the charges of the bound nucleons.

For practical applications, we assume that the nucleon-nucleon interaction can
be reliably approximated by the exchange of bosons B = =, p, w etc. and including a
few low-lying nucleon resonances N * in virtual states. An especially attractive example
for the application of these formal developments is offered by the process ®H — 3He +
e + 7. Exchange current contributions to the Gamow-Teller (GT) #-matrix element
published in the past [5-10] amount to about 13%,, while the experimental results
demand a correction of about 6%. It has been argued [10, 11] that inclusion of the
normalization correction of the wave function might reduce this discrepancy, but no
detailed calculations of this effect had been done. The main reason for this sizable
disagreement of theoretical and experimental predictions seems to be the selective
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treatment of meson exchange effects and therefore, one has good reason to expect that
a consistent theory of meson exchange currents which uses a correctly normalized
wave function gives a more satisfactory result.

For the practical development of these ideas, the quasipotential approach of Gross
and Fronsdal [12-14], in which all nucleons except for one are kept on the mass shell
(this is the prescription which fixes the energy of each bound nucleon, thus inducing a
single-time wave function, a quasipotential and a quasicurrent in the manner described
above), proves to be especially suitable, since it allows a representation of exchange
currents by Feynman-like diagrams, instead of time-ordered diagrams. We shall
discuss in this paper two-body currents only and neglect all three-body interactions,
which assumption is supported by the fact that there is no evidence as yet for important
contributions of three-body forces to nuclear properties. One boson exchange (OBE)
and two boson exchange (TBE) currents are considered. It is a crucial property
of our method that by means of simple approximations, TBE currents can be rep-
resented analytically in momentum space, thus enabling an easy discussion of these
effects?).

In Section 2 of this paper, a relativistic wave function is defined, upon which the
discussion of meson exchange effects in later sections is based. In order to make the
connection with the wave function of nuclear physics, another (nonrelativistic) wave
function is derived. The difference between these two wave functions will give rise to a
relativistic correction. In Section 3, the relativistic matrix element of a current between
bound states is discussed and expressions for the 2-nucleon current are derived, which
can be represented in terms of Feynman-like diagrams. The main assumption for later
applications is that the 2-nucleon current can be approximated by a few low-order
graphs, and that the effect of the 3-nucleon current can be neglected. Section 4 presents
details of the calculation of exchange current contributions to the GT-matrix element
of the triton B-decay. Meson exchange effects are classified according to the number
of mesons exchanged between two nucleons and we consider the cases where there is
no meson exchanged (impulse approximation), one meson exchanged (OBE current)
and two mesons exchanged (TBE current). The impulse approximation gives the
GT-matrix element as predicted by (nonrelativistic) nuclear physics, with additional
relativistic corrections (the discussion of relativistic corrections is continued in
Appendix 2). OBE currents have been discussed in Refs. [5-10] and are included for
comparisons. We mentioned already that TBE currents can be treated analytically.
These TBE currents are highly singular operators and the necessary matrix elements
are determined using a method by means of which the two-nucleon short range
correlations of the three-nucleon system are accurately accounted for (further details
about the handling of matrix elements are given in Appendix 1 and 3). The renormali-
zation of the wave function due to the exchange of mesons is considered in Section 5,
and it is shown how this effect can be represented also by Feynman-like diagrams.
The contributions of the various processes are collected in Section 6 and we discuss
the corresponding change of the GT matrix element.

1)  The same method could in principle be used also to represent the quasipotential in con-
figuration space. Analytic expressions are available of course for OBE potentials (at least in
the nonrelativistic limit), but TBE potentials are known as yet only numerically. For example,
the two pion exchange potential essentially is a superposition of (singular) Yukawa-type
functions and Bessel functions.
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2. The Definition of the Wave Function

We shall first present the exact relativistic equations for the two particle bound
state. Once the two particle problem is understood, the final formula can be generalized
for many particle bound states.

The Bethe-Salpeter equation for the bound state vertex function for two nucleons
can be written as

Le(p) = (2%)4 d*kU(p, k, P)G(k, P)I'p(k) @2.1)
where [15]
P2 wf /[P (2
G Yk, P) = [’y(i A k) —m+ ie] [7(5 — k) —m+ ie] (2.2)
P is the energy-momentum 4-vector of the bound state with mass M, i.e.
P2 = M3, (2.3)

p and k are relative 4-momenta, U is the interaction kernel consisting of all irreducible
diagrams for two interacting nucleons of mass m. The superscripts (1) and (2) refer to
the two nucleons. We have omitted spin and isospin indices.

The Bethe-Salpeter equation (2.1) is not immediately applicable to bound state
problems which are described by a single-time wavefunction, as is the case in nuclear
physics. For this purpose, the quasipotential method has been developed, where the
4-dimensional equation (2.1) is reduced to a 3-dimensional equation. This can be
accomplished by writing for the Green’s function G the identity

G=g+(G-9 2.4)

with an appropriately chosen function g. In terms of this new Green’s function, we can
rewrite equation (2.1) in the form

Tulp) = g3y | 4*k5(p, ks gl PYTs(6) 2.5)

and the effective interaction kernel & is given by the equation which we write in
operator notation as

8= U+ UG — g)d. (2.6)

Equation (2.5) is a 3-dimensional equation if the function g is chosen appropriately
and can be solved once the kernel & can be obtained from equation (2.6). It is entirely
equivalent to the 4-dimensional equation (2.1). However, none of these equations can
be solved exactly, since their respective kernels cannot be given in closed form. The
general procedure is to expand both U and & into series which consist of terms which
correspond to the number of bosons exchanged between the interacting nucleons

U=UD + U? +...

S =00 4 5D 4 ...

S —

&(2) — U(2) + U(l)(G — g)U(l)
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and so on. The approximation consists of truncating these series after the first or
second term. For example, solving equation (2.1) with U = U® gives the ladder
approximation to the Bethe-Salpeter equation. 3% is called the OBE potential and $®
the TBE potential. The detailed form of the TBE potential is seen to depend on the
choice of g. A critical comparison of different 3-dimensional reductions of the Bethe—
Salpeter equation has been made in Ref. [2], however it seems difficult to differentiate
between them as to their relative rate of convergence toward the exact 4-dimensional
equation, when the effective interaction kernel & is approximated in the manner
indicated above.

We shall use two reduction schemes. The first restricts one of the nucleons to its
mass shell everywhere in the equation. This prescription proves to be especially useful
for the formal developments of this paper. A second reduction formalism requires both
nucleons to be on their respective mass shells, which then leads to the Schrédinger
equation.

Following the work of Gross [13], we choose

g(k, P) = —2m'3((g - k)2 - m2)

(P12 + k) + m]Vfy- (P2 — k) + m]w).

[y
@ (ko) PR —FF — n? 2.7)

By this covariant prescription, particle 1 is put on the mass shell. This procedure has
been discussed also by Fronsdal [14]. Inserting equation (2.7) into equation (2.5) gives
a 3-dimensional quasipotential equation

L[ d%

where
. [y (P12 + k) + m]Vy- (P2 — k) + m]®
gk, P) = B~ — (2.9)
k = (ko, k) ﬁ = (ﬁO: P)
ko = E, — Po2  po = E, — P,/2 (2.10)

E, = (m?* + k)2 (P2 — k) — m® = —Py(2E, — P,).

In Figure 1 we give the graphical representation of the bound state vertex function

P 5P
_2*9 'é*k ;
P P
™ (p) = = v
[
Pop Pk P
2 2 "2--P

Figure 1
Graphical representation of the Gross equation (2.8) for the bound state vertex function I's(p).
The symbol x on the upper nucleon line indicates that this particle is on its mass shell.
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in terms of the usual Feynman diagrams with the additional restriction that particle 1
-1s on its mass shell according to equation (2.7). The quantity of physical interest
however is the wave function of the bound state, which is related directly to the vertex
function. This fact can be demonstrated by using the following identity for the positive
and negative frequency projection operators on a free nucleon [15]

(v-q + m), = (E + o) Z (@) (q)

m _
+ 5 @0 — Eo) -Z v (— Q7P (—q) (2.11)
q §=1
where u and v are the standard Dirac spinors which are normalized by the condition

a(Qu(q) = —5"(q)v(q) = 8.

The solution of the quasipotential equation (2.8) gives a vertex with nucleon 1 on mass
shell, while nucleon 2 is off'the mass shell and can be in a particle or antiparticle state.
Accordingly, one can define two wave functions (for the bound state at rest)

e m E@E(—pTH0)
V0 = e TEGE, — M)

) I u:(p)o2(p)I'F(P)
‘lb (p) - ‘/m E,, M

(2.12)

where we have used the indices 1 and 2 as a shorthand notation for spin and spinor
indices. In terms of these wave functions, equation (2.8) splits into two coupled integral
equations:

(M — 2B W) = )3fd3k[V++(P,k M)y (k) + V*=(p, k, M)~ (k)]

M (®) = s [ K 0I M0) + V R MPM@] @13

and the potentials are given by
2
V0, K, M) = s @(p)aa(— D3P, K, MusWyus(—K)
E,E,;
m2 _ *
V+ -(P: k’ M) == E_E; ul(P)uz(—P)ﬁ(P, i%s M)ul(k)v2(k)
’ (2.14)

V-+p,k M) = —Ei”-g 7 (P55, &, Muy(Kyus(—K)

V--(o,k M) = ;"7 7, (0)50)3(5, K, My (K)wa(K).
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The wave functions must satisfy the following normalization condition [13]:

o | P @I + W@

7 =

- a:r_)b‘f d*p d°qTp(P)E(p, M) 'aMiz [9(B, §, M)1g(G, M)T'»(§) = 1. (2.15)

The above equations provide a completely relativistic frame for the discussion of
bound state problems, and we shall use this frame to present a consistent treatment of
exchange current effects in nuclei. In order to make a comparison with nonrelativistic
nuclear physics calculations, we note that the wave function * is the solution of a
relativistic Schrédinger equation with an effective potential which in general is complex,
energy-dependent and nonlocal

(M = 2E ) 0) = 555 | 4KVl K M) @16)

A formal expression for the effective potential Vg can be obtained by eliminating ¢~
from the system of integral equations (2.13) with the result

Ve =V T+ V*-Cm—V-")"'V-*. (2.17)

This is one nuclear ‘potential’ obtained from a field-theoretic description, but the
solution of the relativistic equation (2.16) for #* has not been accomplished as yet.
We shall discuss meson exchange effects in the framework given by the relativistic
wave function * and are interested in the resulting changes of quantum mechanical
predictions, which are based upon the usual wave functions of nuclear physics and
these are solutions of a nonrelativistic Schrédinger equation. The difference between
these two wave functions induces additional relativistic corrections.

As a preparation of the discussion of relativistic corrections of the nuclear wave
function, we shall briefly give the derivation of a nonrelativistic Schrédinger equation
potential, again starting from our field theoretical model. This approach has been used
in Ref. [1], where the Blankenbecler—Sugar method [16] is generalized.

Instead of the relativistic propagator (2.7) Lomon and Partovi [1] use the follow-
ing nonrelativistic expression for g in the center-of-momentum system of the two
nucleons

— vk + mPlyEyx + vk + m]®
E.(M? — 4m?> — 4Kk?)

The function g contains the correct Schrddinger propagator and only positive
frequency projection operators, as can be seen from equation (2.11). The resulting
wave function will consist of only one, positive frequency component. The factor E,
in the denominator (instead of E? as one would expect from (2.7)) is necessary for a
correct reduction to a Lippmann-Schwinger form and is also connected with unitarity
[1].

The procedure to derive now an alternative quasipotential equation in terms of the
nonrelativistic function g, equation (2.18), is the same as before. The result is a wave
function

s b —ﬁ— it (p)itx( — p)I'p(P)
#(p) = VaMNE, 2m — M + p¥/m il

glk, M) = —2mid(ky) oL (2.18)
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where now

ﬁ = (f’O’ P)
Po=0 (2.20)

which wave function is the solution of the Schrodinger equation

(2m M+ %j)tp(p) . _(217)3 f 23V (p, k, M)o(D) @.21)

and the Schrédinger equation potential is given by

2 =
Vo k M) = [ g m@n(-p3(, k, My Kus(~K). (2.22)
D

The potential operator & is defined by equation (2.6) where equation (2.18) for g has
to be used now. It is completely determined by the underlying field theoretic model
which specifies the interaction kernel U. Comparisons of ¥ with the standard pheno-
menological nuclear potentials have been made and fairly good agreement has been
obtained [1,2]. The authors of Ref. [2] conclude that this agreement improves
progressively as further information on the elementary process is included. For the
later applications, we shall therefore use the wave function derived from such a
phenomenological potential as a reasonable approximation to the solution of the
quasipotential equation (2.21).

The quantum mechanical framework constructed by means of the Blankenbecler—
Sugar method in principle provides a natural basis for the discussion of meson exchange
effects. However, we prefer Gross’ treatment of the relativistic bound state problem,
since it still allows the use of covariant perturbation theory (with minor modifications)
and therefore a representation by Feynman-like diagrams instead of time ordered
graphs. Another technical advantage will become apparent later, when the details of
the calculation are presented. As mentioned before, this approach entails a correction
of the nuclear wave function for relativistic effects, which are however well defined.

A relativistic description of the nucleus automatically takes account of its mesonic
degrees of freedom. This means that the nucleus is not only a bound state of nucleons,
but it can be in a state containing nucleon-antinucleon pairs (this state is explicitly
described by the wave function component ¢ ~) or pions, or we can have a bound state
of nucleons and nucleon resonances. Therefore, the normalization of the wave function
Y * is not unity, but is given by equation (2.15). We shall see below that the one boson
exchange part of the quasipotential (5, k, M) is independent of the mass M of the
bound state, but the many boson exchange contribution to & makes it depend upon M,
and it is here that the above mentioned mesonic effects affect the normalization of the
wave function. This normalization will be considered on the same footing with other
meson exchange effects, which we are going to discuss in the next section.

3. The Matrix Element of a Current between Bound States

Mandelstam has shown how to calculate matrix elements for bound states in the
framework of the Bethe-Salpeter equation [3]. His approach can be used also with
minor modifications in the quasipotential formalism (see e.g. Ref. [4] where further
references can be found).



Vol. 49, 1976 Meson Exchange Currents in Nuclei ‘ 483

Following Mandelstam, we consider the Fourier transform of the five-point
function |

R,(p1, Pas 41, q2) = f d*x, d*x, d*y, d*y,

X eP1¥1eP2 %2~ M1 V1e " 2R (X1 X205 Y1)a)
R, (x1X2; y1y2) = <O0|T{@1(x1)pa(x2)J,(0)P1(¥1)Pay2)} 0> 3.1)

where ¢;(x) 1s the Heisenberg field of the i-th nucleon and J,(x) is the operator of a
vector or axial vector current (the derivation holds for any operator). Again, we restrict
the domain of the function R by putting particle one on the mass shell and define

R(p,G;P,0)= lim  (p} — m®)(q? — mDR(P1, Ps; 1, G2) (3.2)

Pi=qi=m
P10>0,p20>0

where in analogy to equation (2.10), we put

pn=P2+p q=02+4
ps= P2 —p qgs = Q2 — ¢

b= (Po,P) 4 = (4o, Q)

bo = E, — Po/2 Go = E; — Qo/2. 3.3)
Similarly, we consider the Fourier transform K(p;, po; p1, p2) of the propagator

K(x1, X33 X1, X3) = <0|T{p1(x1)pa(x2)ps (x1)Fo(x2)}|0> (3.4)
and define

K(p,p's P) = pgzlil’?% (P — m)K(ps, ps; Pl, P3)- 3.5)

Pi1o> 0.1’10)0

Before we continue, we note that the usual matrix products, e.g. equation (2.6), include
integrations over the full range of momenta of intermediate states except for con-
servation of the total four momentum. This point is illustrated by the explicit form of
the Bethe—Salpeter equation (2.1). The requirement that particle 1 in intermediate two
nucleon states be put on its mass shell restricts the integration over the momenta, as
can be seen in the Gross equation (2.8). If we introduce the convention that the
following matrix products are to be carried out according to the above prescription,
namely that particle 1 is on shell, the integration over the momenta of the intermediate
two-nucleon state is given by
— 1 4 4 2 PARN — 1 d3p

3 = G| 4 a0t — O~y — 1) = G [ G (3.6)
In order to establish an expression for the matrix element of the current operator J,
between bound states in terms of the bound state wave functions, Mandelstam [3]
introduced the many particle current A, with the help of the operator equality

R,(P, Q) = K(P)AP, Q)K(Q) (3.7
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and the matrix element of the current operator J,(0) between the bound states is then
given by

(PIJL0)| Q>
1 U G 47 p
= @) 3£, 3E, | HPR(B, PYALP, §; P, 0)8(G, Q)T e(9)
2 = Q2 = M2 (3.8)

where I' is the bound state vertex function, equation (2.8), and g the free 2-particle
Green’s function, equation (2.9). In Figure 2 we have drawn diagrams that represent

b) é
Figure 2

Feynman-like diagrams whose interpretation is the same as of those of Figure 1. (a) Definition of
the 2-nucleon current A, equation (3.7). (b) The matrix element of the current operator J, between
bound states is expressed in terms of the 2-nucleon current A,, equation (3.8).

equations (3.7) and (3.8). Using equations (2.12), the matrix element given in equation
(3.8) can be expressed with the help of the wave function components ¢* and ¢~ :

PUOIQ> = 537730 | 4 4

x {gF @A *(p, q; P, O3 (q) + 42 @A ~(p, 4; P, Qg (q)

+ ‘)bP (p)Au +(p9 q; Pa Q)¢’Q (q) + l/‘P (P)Au_ _(ps q; Pa Q)ll'Q (q)}
(3.9)

where the functions A *(p, q; P, Q) are defined in complete analogy to equation (2.14).
The definition (3.7) completely determines the 2-nucleon current A, since the five- pomt
function R, and the propagator K are known in the form of power series expansions,
which series can be represented by Feynman diagrams. In order to derive the perturba-
tion series for the 2-nucleon current A,, we use the following operator equation for
K [14]

K(P) = [§~(P) — (P)]™* (3.10)
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where # is the quasipotential, equation (2.6), and finally obtain the equation for A,

AP, Q) = [§71(P) — HP)IR,(P, Q)IE~H(Q) — HQ)]. (3.11)

We expand now all quantities in a series the terms of which correspond to the number
of bosons exchanged between the two nucleons

A, = AD 4 AD 4 AD ...
S =90 4 9 4 ...
R,=R® + RP + R® +-..

(Pl1L0)]| @) = (P, 0)| @Dy + {PJ0)| Oy + - - (3.12)
and find
AD(P, Q) = g-YP)RP(P, 0)¢~1(Q). (3.13)

In this order, there is no interaction between the two nucleons and A{” corresponds to
the diagram of Figure 3a, which is meant to include all radiative corrections (by this
we mean all higher-order Feynman graphs in which each extra meson is emitted and
absorbed by the same nucleon line). These radiative corrections can in principle be
accounted for by using the correct form factor for the interaction of the off-shell
nucleon with the current J,. When inserted into the matrix element (3.9) AQ gives rise
to the impulse approximation.

e R e AL
= +
§ a)
B —X— % %
|
Lo+ 8 + B 4
B N* | N

b) g c)

Figure 3
Diagrams representing the 2-nucleon current A, as a sum of the impulse approximation term and
many boson exchange currents (only the OBE currents have been drawn). The letter B stands for
™, p, w, etc., and N* for the nucleon isobars.

In first order, we have the sum of all terms with one boson exchanged between
the nucleons:

Aﬁl) - g‘—lﬁil)g‘—l _ 3(1)}‘35‘0)?—1 - g—1ﬁ§0)ﬁ(1)
= g7IRME-1 — FDGAD — ADgHD, _ (3.14)
. This is the proper One-boson exchange cﬁrreht whi‘chv"is"indij'c‘:ed;_‘by thej particular

o
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choice of wave function in this paper, and in general depends upon the approach used
to define a ‘potential’. Some typical terms of this order have been represented in
Figure 3b and c. The two-boson exchange current is formally given by

AP = 1RO — JOGAD — APEID
— FDGAD — ADGHD 4 JDFAOFHD (3.15)
and the graphs of this order have been drawn in Figure 4. We wish to point out that
the matrix element (3.8) of the complete box diagram of Figure 4a can be partly

reduced to the matrix element of Figure 3a by using the Gross equation, Figure 1.
The ‘reducible’ part of the box diagram is represented in Figure 4c and only the

| | + S . I : = | I
I [ 7 [ 1 | |
I § | Z § \ I é I |
a) b) c) d)
- f—— 7% — - g——)
1 | \\ 7/ \\ Ve
+ | | + /‘/\ + /\/\
] | /7 N Ve N
1 E | A § N
e) f) g)
| I l | v
A e R S
| | '; & %
h) i) i)
¥ X% % KRR
LY L
.+ —_
Lo /N Lo
I . [
k) L) ' m)
Figure 4

Diagrams that contribute to the TBE current A{. Solid double lines represent nucleon isobars N*
in virtual states.



Vol. 49, 1976 Meson Exchange Currents in Nuclei 487

difference of these two terms gives an ‘irreducible’ contribution to the TBE current.
The same argument holds for the box graphs of Figure 4h and i. These remarks should
illustrate how the series of diagrams which represent the interaction of a system of
two unbound nucleons with a current, as given in terms of the five-point function by
the operator §~1R,g -1, have to be modified if these two nucleons are bound, to take
into account that a well defined class of diagrams is already properly included in the
bound state vertex by means of the integral equation for the vertex function (repre-
sented in Figure 1). These reducible diagrams are removed from the 2-nucleon current
by the additional terms in the equations for A{. The formal derivation of the 2-
nucleon current presented here, of course includes the effect of radiative corrections.
This means that besides the meson exchange graphs drawn in Figures 3 and 4, there
exist higher order diagrams, which we have not drawn, which represent the radiative
corrections to meson exchange currents. But radiative corrections to one and many
boson exchange graphs can no longer be treated in an exact manner. This difficulty
usually is circumvented for the OBE current by using low-energy theorems for this
process [5, 10]. These low-energy theorems are derived from current algebra, the
hypotheses of a conserved vector current (CVC) and a partial conservation of the
axial-vector current (PCAC), and the additional assumption that the complete set of
intermediate states inserted in the equal-time commutation relations can be saturated
by a few low-lying single-particle states. This means in our case that the OBE current
1s well described by including the diagrams of Figure 3¢ with intermediate states N*
corresponding to nucleon isobars. We shall adopt the same procedure for many boson
exchange currents and absorb the effect of radiative corrections by admitting nucleon
isobars in intermediate states, and using physical masses and coupling constants.

Up to now, we have derived the matrix element of a current J, between a two-
nucleon bound state in terms of the two-nucleon current A,. In general, the matrix
element between a many nucleon bound state is a sum of two, three and more nucleon
currents, which are derived in exactly the same way as the two-nucleon current. We
shall present explicit calculations for the three-nucleon bound state and the correspond-
ing matrix element has been drawn in Figure 5. In this paper, we shall consider only
the two-nucleon current contribution to this matrix element and neglect the three-
nucleon current (compare Figure 6). In this approximation, the third nucleon is a
spectator and is accounted for by an additional integration and summation variable
in the preceding formulas.

In order to see this more clearly, let p;, p2, ps be the three momenta of the three
particles and introduce the new variables

P=pP.+P2+DPs ki=3pP:— P2, q=%ps— 3P+ p2) (3.16)

Figure 5

The matrix element of the current operator J,(x) between three-nucleon bound states. Two of the
three bound nucleons are on their respective mass shells.
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2w £-3+x'  3-nucleon
S ey B ey — + current

P 9 .u P_q9_,,

372k 372k

Figure 6

The many body current of Figure 5 is represented as a sum of a 2-nucleon current and a 3-nucleon
current. The 2-nucleon current has been represented in Figures 3 and 4. The momentum variables
have been chosen according to equation (3.17).

and their cyclic permutations Kk, q, and k3, q;. The vector p is the total momentum,
k; is the relative momentum between particles 2 and 3 and q; is the relative momentum
of the particle 1, the spectator particle, with respect to the cluster 2 — 3. These
variables are the most suitable ones for our purposes and any pair {k;, ¢;} can be used
for the description of the system. The following relation will be useful also

Pr =3P +q, P2=73p— i + ki, ps=1p— 3q. — ki (3.17)

The matrix element of the current operator J, between three particle bound states in
the rest system, i.e. for P = Q = 0, is given by

1 1 1 , ’ ' St / '
PUOIO = 517 5m5 D, | 4% %03 45 + 15 + B3)

#7#1
x j d3p, ol dp5(p. + Pl + PL)S®, — pD)

x {2 (p1, P3, PN (D7, B, Pis P73 P, QWS (P, P2, PB) + -+ -}
+ 3-nucleon current (3.18)
which in terms of the new variables (3.16) reads

— L 1 1 3 31 31"
(PlJL0)|Q> = ZMWZ;#J d®q, d°k; d°k]
X {‘ZBL (qls k;’)Alj.i-'.J' (kllls k;: ql; Ps Q)‘)ba (qls k;) bl }
+ 3-nucleon current (3.19)

where A, ;; is the two-nucleon current of particles i and j as shown in Figure 6. In
writing down equations (3.18) and (3.19), we have for brevity omitted those terms
formed with the functions A} ;, A, and A, j;, but these can easily be read from
equation (3.9).

4. Exchange Currents in the Triton Beta Decay

We shall now discuss the contributions to the matrix element of the current J,
according to the number of bosons exchanged between two nucleons, and we have
given the corresponding Feynman graphs in Figures 3 and 4. The many boson exchange
potentials induce a renormalization of the nuclear wave function, equation (2.15),
which we shall calculate simultaneously.



Vol. 49, 1976 Meson Exchange Currents in Nuclei 489
|
vq
I
—> : >

F’I Py

Figure 7
Vertex corresponding to the reaction N + = — N.

For the wNN vertex of Figure 7 we use a coupling of the form

: 1
igaTa(Ays + (1 = &) 5 v-qys) 4.1)

which is a linear superposition of pseudoscalar and pseudovector couplings with
0 < A < 1. This choice of coupling could serve, if necessary, as a convenient means of
suppressing the influence of antinucleon states in the domain of nuclear physics. In
order to see this more clearly, let us conmder the 7NN vertex in the limit of non-
relativistic nucleons

TPy + (1= X) 5 y-aysu(s) > — o 42)

B(—p)0ys + (1 = N g gy > A + (1 = N g =p, — p,.
(4.3)

According to equation (4.2) the coupling between nucleons is independent of A, while
equation (4.3) shows that the nucleon-antinucleon coupling is reduced by a factor A
compared with the conventional pseudoscalar coupling. (Usually the virtual nucleons
are not very far off the mass shell and therefore g, « 2m.) The coupling (4.1) is used
too by Gross [13] who evaluates potentials for a simple one particle exchange model
and compares them with Reid’s soft core potentials. For these fits, Gross took A = 0.41.
We shall not choose here a specific value for A but shall discuss below, when the final
result is obtained, which value is consistent with experiment. In the meantime, the
parameter A can be used to trace the negative energy contributions.

As a realistic example for the application of the formal developments of the two
preceding sections, we choose the beta decay of the three nucleon system

SH —3He + e~ + ,. (4.4)
The ft value for this decay is

273 In 2
G(|MF[2 + gA|MA|2)

Jt = (4.5)
where G is the vector coupling constant and g, = 1.23. The Fermi matrix element My
is equal to 1 and the conserved vector current theory guarantees that there are no
meson exchange corrections for M. More exactly: the exchange current contributions
are cancelled exactly by the normalization correction of the wave function (see
Section 5 for further details). The Gamow-Teller matrix element M, however is
modified by exchange current effects and we shall discuss these effects in the following.
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4.1. The one nucleon current

We shall first treat the case where there is no boson exchanged between the
nucleons. The matrix element of the axial current A{™(x), where n = 1,2, 3 is an
isospin index, between the decaying state *H with four momentum Q and the daughter
state ®He with four momentum P (graphically represented in Figure 8) is given by
equation (3.18).

E+aq
3
d N / F

Figure 8
Lowest order contribution (impulse approximation) to the matrix element of the current J,(x)
between three-nucleon bound states with four momentum P = Q.

We neglect the mass difference between initial and final state and evaluate the
matrix element in the rest system

P=0Q=(M000)
and find using (3.11) and (3.12)
(PALF(0)] Q>(0)
1
2M (2 )6 J d’p, d°p, d Paa(Pl + P2 + Pa) E,
X {SbP (_Pl’ P2s Pa)i(P:)yuys 7+ (PO (P1s Pas P3)
+ '£§ (P1> P2, Pa)iti(P)y.ysT + i( — P (P1s Pas Ps)
+ ‘{5 (P1> P2> P2)0{ —Po)yuysT+ (P )dS (P1s P2, Ps)
+ ¥5 (P1, P2s P2)T{—P)YuysT+ 0 —P)¥5 (P1s P2s Ps)} (4.6)

where A" = AP + iA? and E; = (m® + p})*2. For nonrelativistic nucleons, the
bilinear covariants in equation (4.6) can be reduced in the following way

m _ O; 1,3
7 A@ors. @) = B2 (. + 0(Z5)

n _
I 4Py mysT+ Ui(Py)
1 5 pi
= @)+ + 3 [P — BN, + 0(2E) (4.7a)
m TPy mysTs 0 —P)) = _i(&ii)m (r), + 0 24 (4.7b)
Eizt'}’mys-e-z i m i)+ ms N

%: (= P)YmysT+0(—P) = (0)n(m)s + 0 (%) ’ (4.7¢)
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We see that the first term of equation (4.6) corresponds to the Gamow-Teller (GT)
matrix element without exchange current corrections, but including relativistic
corrections. The second and third term is the pair excitation current discussed in
Ref. [5], while the fourth term has not been discussed in the literature thus far.

4.1.1. The Gamow-Teller matrix element without exchange currents

In calculating the GT matrix element using (4.7a), we include the relativistic
terms of order p?/m? induced by the space components of the axial vector current 4{*’
and the contribution from A§*’, and find

MP( + 8pe) =

(2 %® |; f d®py d®py d®p3d(py + P2 + Ps)

6 m?

X ( — 1—)1/1 (P1> P2> Pa)oi(7:) 4+ (P1, P2 Ps) | (4.8)

where we write for the uncorrected GT matrix element
MP = (¢ Z 0,(7:) + P2a). (4.92)
i :

We have expressed M4 as usual in terms of the ordinary wave function of nuclear
physics ¢ which is the solution of a nonrelativistic Schrédinger equation, as given in
equations (2.19) and (2.21). The ground state wave functions of 3He and ®H are
superpositions of a dominant spatially symmetric S-state component and small D- and
antisymmetric S’-state components

»=¢st+ ps + Pp (4.9b)

which gives for the GT matrix element (4.9a)

ML = v/3(|ps|® — 3Heos|® + ool (4.9¢)
Following Ref. [8], we shall choose the values for the probabilities given below
lps|? = 0.897, |ps|? = 0.017, |@p|2 = 0.086. (4.9d)

The symmetric S-state wave function can be written as a product of the totally anti-
symmetric spin-isospin function ™ and the radial function R (see Appendix 1,
equation (A1.8))

Ps = ‘l‘mtR-

Since we shall study exchange current effects in the S-state, it is convenient for later
applications to define the following matrix element

3
mp = (i

Z oi(T)+

¢mt>, IMQ| = MY = 4/3 (4.9)

where the expression Mﬁ{” has been obtained after the proper summation over the
spin directions m and m'.

The equation (4.8) consequently defines the relativistic correction 861, Since the
relativistic wave function * is known in principle. This means that the relations (2.12)
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and (2.19), which define ¢ * and ¢ can be used to express the matrix element of equation
(4.8) in terms of the nonrelativistic wave function ¢. Generalizing equations (2.12) and
(2.19) for three particle bound states, we can write

b ( ) = 4/‘ m®  3m — M + pi/2m + p3/2m + p3/2m
pl, p25 p3 o EIEZES E]_ + E2 + E3 o M

X @(P1, P2s P3) + Ag (4.10)

with p; + p; + ps = 0. The additional term Ag accounts for the fact that the operator
function I' has different arguments for * and ¢. The essential contribution to Ag
comes from the fact that ¢* and ¢ are determined by different potentials. It is sufficient
for our purpose to consider only the one pion exchange parts of the two potentials,
which are essentially given by

1
mi + (K — k) — (ky — ko)

for ¢+ (4.11a)

and

1
m2 + (kK — K)?

for ¢ (4.11b)

where k, and kj have been defined in (4.10). We shall show in Appendix 2 that the
contribution from Ag results into a very small relativistic correction to the GT matrix
element of —0.03%;. The discussion of the kinematic factor in equation (4.10) is much
easier, since using a triton binding energy € = 8.5 MeV and a mean value of v/c for a
nucleon in ®H or ®He of 0.12 [8], and with

[ m® e+ pif2m+py2m +pi2m . pi+pE+pE e
EE,E, E +E,+E—-M ° 12m? 12m

e=3m—-M (412

it 1s seen that the relativistic correction is small. Therefore, it is sufficient to calculate
it for the symmetric S-state only and if we neglect Ap in equation (4.10), we can rewrite
equation (4.8) in the following way

MEP(1 + 8ie)

1 1 p2
= = || @1 d%2 P31 + Pa + P)(1 — 7 ) 0¥ (D, Pas P)
(2m) 6 m
3
x Z 6,(7:) + (D1, Pa, P3) ||| (4.13a)
i=1
1
W17 = arys | %P1 @2 d%sB(@s + P2 + BN (B, P PO (4.13b)

This factor |4*|? is cancelled by the same factor which appears in the normalization
condition for the wave function (2.15), and the only surviving relativistic correction
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8. of the GT matrix element M is obtained from equation (4.13) by omitting
l* |2

M‘Sil)(l 4 Srel)

1 L pi
= Gy J d°p, d°p, d°psd(py + P2 + Ps)( - g,l:—;a)?’*(Pb P2 Ps)

3
x Z 6;(7:)+ (1> P2, P3) |5 Orer = —0.247, (4.14)
i=1

where the above mentioned mean value of 0.12 for »/c has been used.

From now on, we shall discuss matrix elements of exchange currents and the
above result shows that we need then no longer distinguish between * and . In
practice, this means that we can safely calculate matrix elements in the nonrelativistic
approximation.

4.1.2. Matrix elements with wave function s~

For the remaining part of the matrix element (4.6), we need to know the wave
function component -, which is given by equation (2.13). The solution for ¢~ in
terms of * is an infinite series, which we approximate by that term which corresponds
to the exchange of one pion (OPE), i.e. we neglect those terms describing the exchange
of two and more pions and of vector bosons. Generalizing equations (2.12) and (2.13)
for the three particle bound state, using the variables defined in (3.16), we have in the
OPE approximation (see Figure 8 for the kinematics)

lﬁ—(qs k3) —_ mff_ ﬁa(qa)ﬁl(—%‘la + k3)52(%q3 + RG)Fp(Q‘Ss ]%3) (4153)
’ V2IM VEFEE(M — E, — E; + Ey)
(M — E, — E; + E)b~(qs, ki)

1 L ) ’
= ""”_(27_‘_)3 Z j d3kj Vot (o k, Kt (q;, k) + 0(¥'2) (4.15b)
i£7#32 |
E, = (m? + (ks — 3q3))Y2; E, = m® + (k3 + 1q3))Y%;, E; = (m? + ¢3)Y2
| (4.15¢)

and nucleon 1 and 3 are on the mass shell, therefore

gs = (430> 93)» Gso = —M/3 + E;
ka = (kSOa k3): /%30 = _M/3 T ‘%@30 + El- (4-16)

Analogous equations hold for ¢~(q,, k;) and 4~ (qq, ks).
For the OPE potential, we take the linear combination of pseudoscalar and
pseudovector interactions given in equation (4.1)

Cilk, — k)Cilk, — ki)

i — (ki ~ K" it

di(m) = g :Zc‘fi"j

Clky = k) = Mo + (1= 2) 5 ey — K)ok (4.18)

If nucleon i is on shell, we have to replace k, — k; by k, — k|, where
]%z - I%; B (Ei - Ei") kl - ;)
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Using (2.14) and (4.3), we find the following expression for the potential of equation
(4.15) in the nonrelativistic limit

A ¢ i
Vi s T Ki) = 30515 o r e KD (419
T

The elimination of the wave function component ¢~ from the matrix element of the
current operator J,, equations (3.9) and (3.19), consequently induces another class of
effective exchange currents, let us call these A; 5, which are defined as currents of
positive energy nucleons. The exchange currents A} and A} together define the
complete exchange current of a bound state of positive energy nucleons, described by
the wave function ¢* or by ¢, if the nonrelativistic limit is taken.

In calculating the correction to the GT matrix element due to the space component
of the exchange current A; *, we shall not use the full wave function, but retain only
the symmetric S-state of . We have shown in Appendix 1 that this assumption leads
to an especially simple expression for the matrix element of a two nucleon operator.
Using (A1.2), the correction is given by

(MP)nd = s [ g &K '@ k) S KEHH K, M)p@ K).  (4.20)

i#7

From (4.6), (4.7b), (4.15) and (4.19), we find for the pair creation current

Riioe) = it s { —iE - K) x adas K’ — K)(E, % 7.

+ (@) + B) X oo k" — K, |
1
X m% + (kﬂ . kt)z
where p; = —1q — k’ and p; = —1q — k”. This current has been discussed already in
Ref. [5].
Inserting (4.21) into (4.20) gives a correction

(4.21)

8, My
8(pc) = 3 A2 A Yol (4.22)
where
2,2
12 = 487’:‘&2 (4.23)
Yo(x) = & (4.24)

with x, = m,x, and the matrix element { ¥,(x,)> has been defined in the Appendix
(A1.12).

Similarly, the fourth term of (4.6) gives rise to another exchange current (decay
of the antinucleon)

3 3k — kl)(k — k") )l
(2 )3 (2m)*f *k [m2 + (k —_ ](')2][;11?2t ol (k _ k”)2]( i)m( i)+
(4.25)

A} HIN) =
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where we used

(zre) ()4 (vwy) = —3(7) 4 (4.26)
with

o | 4% n_fﬁ(_ — 2y (x) 4.27)

-(-21% f 2% ﬁ e-tx — j§ %’2; Yi(x,) (4.28)

Yi(x) = — (1 + ch) Y, (x) (4.29)

and using the results of Appendix 1, we find from (4.20) and (4.25) a correction
§(N) = —6Xf2{(Yo(x2)*. (4.30)

The corresponding normalization correction of the wave function, 8"(N), will be given
in Section 5.

4.2. One boson exchanged between nucleons

The one boson exchange current A’ has been represented in Figures 3b and ¢
and has been discussed already in detail for the cases where there is one =, one p and
one w exchanged between the nucleons [5-10]. In a classification scheme according to
the number of bosons exchanged between the nucleons, the one boson exchange
current should give the dominant contribution and therefore the current A{” has
received almost exclusive attention in discussions of exchange current effects in nuclei.
We shall present here for completeness sake the results of these papers.

For the calculation of the correction to the GT matrix element due to the space
component of the exchange current A’ equation (Al.1) must be used, to give

] 3, J31' J31,"
Q) ig;ezf d°qd°kid®k;

x o*(q, kA7 (ki ki, M)e(q;, k). (4.31)

The simplifications that led to equation (4.20) cannot be made here since the complete
wave function ¢ equation (4.7b) is necessary to reasonably estimate the exchange
correction 8. It is sufficient however to consider only the S- and D-state components
of the nuclear wave function. The OPE current has been determined in Refs. [5, 6]
using the low energy theorem and in Refs. [7, 8] by a phenomenological model which
approximates the pion-production process by the pole diagrams of Figure 3c with
nucleon isobars N* treated as stable particles, in virtual states. The calculation of
Ref. [8] is restricted to the three lowest-excited nucleon resonances N*(3+,3) = A
(1236), N*(3*, %) and N*(3-, 1), but only the A gives an appreciable contribution to
the GT-matrix element. The exchange current due to virtual excitation of A (1236)
has a nonvanishing matrix element only between S- and D-state components of the
wave function. The numerical results of Ref. [8] have been collected in Table I. The
low energy theorem of Adler and Dothan [17] can be used in conjunction with the
vector dominance model to derive the vector meson exchange current in terms of pion

(M3P)md =
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photoproduction amplitudes V{*:®. The pion exchange contribution to V{*:® is
represented in Figure 3b (with B = mand B’ = p)and has been discussed in Refs. [5-8].

Those parts of the pion photoproduction amplitudes coming from the exchange
of the A (1236) (Fig. 3c with B = p), the p- and the w-meson (Fig. 3b with B = p,
B’ = w) have been considered in Ref. [10] with the result

Ss(p; A) = 0.24%, 8p(p;A) = —2.79%,. (4.32)

The numerical results of Table I are either taken from Ref. [8] or based upon the
nuclear matrix elements calculated there in terms of the trinucleon wave function,
which is the solution of the Faddeev equations for the Reid soft-core nucleon-nucleon
potential. One of the essential points of the method of Ref. [8] is that the short range
behavior of the nuclear wave function is correctly accounted for (at least according to
our present knowledge) and matrix elements of transition operators that are singular
for small distances can be evaluated reliably.

A more convenient model that uses the information contained in the wave
function of the deuteron to describe the short range correlations of the trinucleon wave
function has been proposed in Ref. [18]. The correlation function for the subsystem
of two nucleons in the trinucleon is defined by

g(x) = f dQ,d%|p(x, y)|* (4.33)

where ¢(x, y) is the wave function of the 3-nucleon system (we consider only the
symmetric S-state with s = @(x, y) and the configuration space variables are defined
in (A1.5). The matrix element of e.g. a scalar two-body operator 0(x) between the
S-state components of the 3-nucleon wave function is then given by

O)> = f dex®e(x)0(x) (4.34)
with
| dxxe) = lpsl® (435)

It has been emphasized in Ref. [18] that for small values of x the correlation function
g(x) very nearly coincides with the equivalent function for the deuteron

gax) = j Q| py(x)[2. (4.36)

This means that in the core region the influence of the third nucleon is small and g(x),
like g4(x), is generated by the short-range part of the nucleon-nucleon interaction
alone.

For operators like the highly singular TBE currents, which we shall discuss in this
work, the integrand of (4.34) contributes only for small values of the integration
variable x, and following Ref. [18] we can put in this region

g(x) = gu(x). (4.37)
For the explicit calculation of matrix elements, we parameterize the deuteron wave
function for the Reid hard core potential [19] such that

i) = {

NIl — e Br-rad]2p—2,—2ar rF>r.
[ e PPr—2e2e", (4.38)
0, r<r,
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with

a = 0.2316 fm~!

r. = 0.548 fm

B = 2202 fm". (4.39)
The factor N is determined by the normalization condition (4.35). With

Xo = MgX (4.40)

lps|? = 0.897 (4.41)

and using the approximation (4.37), we find for the matrix elements which are needed
in later calculations, the following values:

(Y3(x)> = 10468  {(¥o(x,))*> = 0.4090
(Y3 = 00707 (x, Y3(x,)> = 0.0571. (4.42)

4.3. Two bosons exchanged between the nucleons

We shall take matrix elements of the two boson exchange current A between the
S-state component gg of the nuclear wave function only and neglect those between
S- and D-state components, since the latter effectively correspond to processes where
three bosons are exchanged between the nucleons (compare the discussion of the
D-state wave function in Ref. [7]). The resulting change of the GT matrix element then
can be calculated according to equation (4.20) with A} #; replaced by A 7.

4.3.1. The two pion exchange current

The Feynman diagrams which are associated with the TPE current are the box
diagrams of Figure 4a and b and the crossed box diagram of Figure 4c. We shall
examine the box diagrams in some detail in order to demonstrate the procedure we
shall follow in the calculation of TBE effects. The NN vertex ig,Ci(q)(r;), which we
shall use has been given in equation (4.1) and the operator Cy(q) is defined in (4.17).
The current associated with the general box diagram Figure 9 is given by the usual
Feynman rules [15]

Ag12(4a) = u(—3p + K)ida(—3p — kK)A, 12(4a)
X u(—3p + KYup(~3p — K') (4.44a)

A,.15(da) = (—zj;)— gt f A*K(tyms) (7)1 (T12)
Ck — Bly-(PI3 — p/2 + k) + m]®
[((K" — k)? — m2 + ie][(k" — k)? — m2 + ie]

Cilk — k")Colk — K)y-(P/3 = p/2 — k) + m]®
(P/3 Z P2+ k) — m® + i€[(P]3 — p]2 — k)Z — m® + ie]?

X vuysly-(P3 — p[2 — k) + m]®PCo(k" — k). (4.44b)
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Figure 9
The exchange current associated with the box diagram. The spectator particle has four momentum
P{3 + p and is on the mass shell.

From the crossed box diagram of Figure 4c, we derive the analogous expression

Al falde) = i (—3p + K)ita(—3p — k')A, 15(40)
X u(—3p + K)ux(—3p — k) (4.44c)

Ay 1a(4e) = '('2:;_)4 gﬁj d*k(71)n(T173)(72) + (T2)n
Cyk — KN[y-(P[3 —p2 + k' + kK" — k) + m]©
[(K" — k)2 — m2 + ie][(k" — k) — m2 + ie€]

s Ci(k' — k)Colk — K)ly-(P[3 — p/2 — k) + m]®
(BB P2+ K Tk — kP — m® + l[(P]3 — pJ2 — k) — 2 T i<’

X yuysly-(P[3 — p[2 — k) + m]P Cy(k" — k) (4.44d)

where P = (M, 0, 0, 0).

In (4.44a, c) we have omitted normalization factors m/E since we shall take the
nonrelativistic limit in the end. The external particle 1 is on the mass shell, the same is
assumed for the spectator particle 3 with four momentum P/3 + p. This condition
gives

M M " M y
3 + po = E,, 3 _%9 + ko = E_pja4k7s R %9 + ko = E_pjatie
and in the nonrelativistic limit, we can put
po=ki=ki =0, M/3=nm. (4.45)

We perform now the ky-integration, using the residue theorem and close the contour
in the lower k, plane. We shall split the result in the following manner

Ay 12(4a) = A, 10(da; Ny) + Ay g0(da; 7)) + A, 10(4a; Ny) (4.46a)
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which are the residues from the pole of nucleon 1, the double pole of nucleon 2 and
the pion poles,

Aya2(d0) = Ay 10(de; ) + Ay aa(de; N) (4.46D)

here we have a sum of the residues from the pion poles and in the nonrelativistic limit
the nucleon propagators give rise to a triple pole.

The current A, ;5(4a; N;) corresponds to the diagram of Figure 4b, which is
defined as the residue from the N;-pole, and consequently does not contribute to the
exchange current A®®. For the explicit evaluation of the currents A, ;,(4a; ) and
A, 15(4c; m), it is profitable to divide the Feynman propagator of the nucleon into a
particle and an antiparticle propagator according to the identity (see equation (2.11))

yg+m_mu@iq mo(—qi—q) (4.47)
q® — m? E.qo —E;, E, qo+ E

We shall need the space part of the current in the nonrelativistic limit, which can be
determined using equations (4.2), (4.3) and (4.7). Since

(e1Ta)(72) + (7173) = (274 — 79)4

only linear combinations of the spin matrices o, o, survive in the final matrix element.
Therefore we have

4
A talda; m) = £ 0ny = ), f K

1 I ”n F i "
x {tzm_) (K — DE — DE — Ko’ — k)

— (& — K)(&" — k))*(o2)n

+ k' — K)(k” — K)(k" — k)no2(k" — k)

+ (k" — k) x (k" — kK)o, (k" — k) x (k" — K))nl
1 1 1

O — K)ey), ] 1 11
@m)? ( Noodn Gy o — w2 20 ~ 207

+ (—2%2 (k" — k)noa(k” — k) — (K" — K)(K" — K)(02)n

P ¥ 1 1 1 1
+ = Do~ 0] 5 s (5 — 59)

1 1 1 1
+ /\4(02)m (2m)3 02 — '3 (an - 2‘(:}7)} (4483)

and with

(TOn(F1T2)(72) 4 (T2)n = — (271 + 72)4
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we have
At tldesm) = £ @n + m). [ @
1 !’ n ! n
x {@?@T [ — W&’ — WK — K)paak” — k)
— (& — K& — k)20
F & — WK — RE — Dok — K)
(6~ K) x & — K)ok — k) x & — k)]
1 1 1
% w"? — w'? (:Zw"4 n 2w'4)
A% ; ” 1 1 1 1
+ G &~ OE — K)o s (2w'f2 - zwfz)
A2 , ” , ”
~ o [0 = sk = 1) — (&~ K" — W)
+ (k” - k)muz(k’ - k)] %1 e 1_ w2 (2“1)”3 - zul)rs)
\ 1 1 11
~ Mo s (2w,, _ ﬂ)} (4.48b)
where

= (2 + K = R, W = (2 + (K — K
and we have approximated the antiparticle propagators by

1 a1
2m t @ - 2m

i

Furthermore, we have neglected small terms corresponding to the creation of a
particle-antiparticle pair by the axial current (terms of order A and A3).

A crucial approximation of the approach presented here is that we calculate the
TPE current in the nonrelativistic limit, i.e. for absolute values of the three-momenta
p, k', k” and k much smaller than the nucleon mass m. This procedure is certainly
legitimate for the external momenta p, k', k” which are suppressed by the wave
function (when the matrix element of the TPE current is formed) due to its behavior
at small distances. The same mechanism however acts also to restrict the intermediate
momentum k to low values. This can be seen in the following way: Since the integrand
of the TPE current essentially depends upon the momenta through the combinations
k' — k and k" — Kk, the corresponding matrix element which has the general form as
given in equation (A1.2) can be reexpressed in configuration space by equation (A1.6).
This matrix element receives contributions only from the region outside the nuclear
core, where the TPE current is predominantly determined by small values of k' — k
and k" — k.

The same argument can be used to remove possible divergent parts of the TPE
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the matrix element of the 8-function vanishes since the repulsive nuclear core prevents
the two interacting nucleons to overlap.

With these arguments in mind, we shall consider primarily that finite part of the
TPE current which is determined by low external and intermediate momenta. We note
here that we shall explicitly account for the k-dependence in Section 5.2.2, when the
effect of the A (1236) in intermediate states is discussed.

The integrands of equation (4.48) which are of order A% and A* can be replaced
by expressions which are more suitable for an analytic treatment, by means of the
following integral representation

_2(7 1

1
w TJo w? + z2

(4.49)

We shall show in Appendix 3 that the identity (4.49) is sufficient to make the currents
Ag 1a(4a; 7) and A} f,(4c; m) completely separable, i.e. these are products of two
functions of only one of the momentum variables k' — k and k” — k. Therefore, the
methods of Appendix 1 can be applied to derive from equation (4.20) the following
correction of the GT matrix element

(4, b, <) =f;*={—%<(1’é(xn))2> + (A — x) V30D
AT

_ l@ﬂ < Ki(2x,) — — K1(2xn)>

Ly K1(2x,,)>} (4.50)
where the Bessel function is given by the following Fourier transform
—ikx 2
8 _m2l .
(ZW)SI d k 4 x, Ki(x) (4.51)

We turn now to a short discussion of the third current A, ;,(4a; N;) of the sum
in (4.46a) which is the contribution of the negative-energy pole, i.e. nucleon 2 is on
the mass shell and has niegative energy. The virtual nucleon 1 and the two pions in
turn are very far from their respective mass shell (which makes their propagators
small) and it needs very high values of the momentum variables to make this current
have any importance at all. However, the high momentum part of a transition operator
1S damped by short distance effects, and these effects completely suppress the
current A, ;5(4a; N,). For the same reasons, we can neglect the current A, ;5(4c;
N) of equation (4.46b), which is again the contribution of the negative-energy
pole.

The box diagrams which have been discussed above give corresponding

contributions also to the normalization condition (2.15). These we shall treat in
Section 5.2.1.

4.3.2. The two pion exchange current with a virtual A
We have considered the TPE current in the lowest order only, and since we are
dealing with strongly interacting particles higher-order Feynman graphs (with only
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two pions exchanged between nucleons, but additional pions emitted and absorbed by
the same nucleon line) may be just as important. Following the discussion of this point
in Section 3, we shall account for the effect of meson radiative corrections by diagrams
with virtual nucleon isobars, and we expect those diagrams with only one A (1236),
graphically represented in Figure 4d-m, to give the leading contribution. In accord-
ance with the work of Refs. [5, 8], we shall use the following vertex for the process

A%(p1) + 7™(q) — N°(p2)
Jana

222 9, 15n0| 30 (4.52a)
mﬂ:

where ¢ = p, — p,, n is the vector index of the A and the Clebsch-Gordan coefficient
takes care of the isospin dependence, and the following expression for the spin —3
propagator

1
By — 4.52b
(& = Yrar) S— (4.52b)

where p, is the four momentum of the A. In writing down the propagator (4.43b), we
have dropped terms of order p,/m,, since the corresponding error in the resulting
exchange current is effectively of the same order as the relativistic corrections, which,
as we have seen, can be safely neglected. In Figure 10, we have drawn the two basic

m n , \N M n/
\‘Tl’. 4 p " T g
\ / \ J/
\\ A / \ A /
/
/T
/
a) b)
Figure 10

Pion-nucleon scattering graphs with the nucleon isobar A (1236) in the intermediate state.

pion-nucleon scattering diagrams which are necessary to determine the Feynman
diagrams of Figure 4d-m, and we shall use PCAC afterwards to replace the pion line
by the axial current. The general isospin structure of the amplitude for the process of
Figure 10a is given by

M(10a) = M(="(q) + N(p,) — ="(k) + N(p2))
M(10a) = @(p2)(A8,n + Blrn, Tnl)u(py).

Introducing the appropriate Clebsch-Gordon coefficients at each vertex, we find

M(10a) = #(p2)(33um — ¥[70, TmDRE, Du(p,) (4.53a)

and the scattering process =*p — 7w+ p gives

'3 3 =fJ!2NA 1 o) )
R, 3 m2 m = ko T pad) 2qk — Yio,k.q,) (4.53b)
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where we have regarded the positive energy A-contribution only. The amplitude
corresponding to the process of Figure 10b can be derived in the same way

M(10b) = M(#™ + =* + N(p,) — =" + N(p,)) _
M(10b) = a(Po)(TmTaTs — 37Ty Th + T TnTn — 374 Sun) Rou(py). (4.54)

We shall not need the knowledge of the isoscalar function R,.

An immediate consequence of equations (4.53) and (4.54) is that the exchange
currents corresponding to the Feynman diagrams of Figure 4d and e give no contribu-
tion to the GT matrix element, since these currents have the form (=, + 7). inisospin
space and the matrix element of this operator vanishes between space symmetric
S-states (see also Appendix 1 where we have listed all possible matrix elements). The
crossed graphs of Figure 4f and g lead to a small correction of the GT matrix element
of about 0.1%; and we omit the discussion of these graphs.

In order to evaluate the remaining diagrams of Figure 4, we replace one plon of
the scattering process of Figure 10a by the axial current A4, . Since only the space
components of the axial current are needed, we obtain from equation (4.53) and using
the hypothesis of PCAC the following expression for the amplitude in the nonrelative
limit

M'(10a) = M'(N(p,) + A5 (0) — N(ps) + #"(k))

' 8a fana 1
M'(1 =
(10a) = zngJz . e ———
X (%T+Tn o 67n7+)( k & %lemi:{kial) (455)

In calculating the exchange currents associated with the diagrams of Figure 4k-m, we
proceed in the manner that has been demonstrated in the last section. The box diagram
will be approximated by the residues from the pole of nucleon 1 and the pion poles,
the crossed diagrams by the pion pole contributions. According to our classification
scheme of exchange currents, the currents corresponding to the residues from the
N;-pole, Figure 41 and m, are one boson exchange currents A’ and are already
contained in the graphs of Figure 3c with N* = A, B = =. We have noted that this
particular OBE current has vanishing matrix elements between fully space symmetric
states because of spin-isospin selection rules, and we have taken the matrix element
between S- and D-state. The D-state component of the wave function was approxi-
mated in Refs. [7, 8] where the assumption has been made that the main part of the
tensor force comes from one pion exchange. It is therefore not unexpected that the
matrix element of the exchange current of the type shown in Figure 4i, taken between
S-states, leads to the same correction 8,(7; A) of Ref. [7] if only the propagator of
nucleon 2 (M — 2E, — E,)~ 1 is replaced by the effective denominator —1/AE. The
matrix elements of the exchange currents of Figure 4k, 1 and m, taken between S-states,
vanish again, because of the above mentioned selection rules.

There remains to calculate the sum of the exchange currents of Figure 4h, i and j
Afﬁ)m(4h, 1, j). Using (4.55), the box diagram Figure 4h has the following form in
isospin space

3(72) 1 (7172)? + 3(T1T)(72)+ (7172) = —3(7)+ + 3(72)s — (71 X T3),4

and for the crossed box diagram Figure 4j, we find

3(72) 4 (r2)a(P1T2)(7)n + F()a(72) s (F1T) (1) = Hr)s + $(72)4 + (71 X T2)4.
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This gives the following expression for the exchange current
Aiha(4h, 1, j)

gzzt fnzNA [ 3 2 4 .
= 2(271')3?"] d k [(—'jTl + '3"72 = lTl X Tz)_‘_

x §((k" — k)k" — k))*(og)n + 3(72)+ (k' — K)(k” — K))*
X (=305 + 01 + $io; X oy),

+ 3(72)+ (K" — k)*(k" — K)*(—30; — $ioy X 03)y]

1 1 1 1
X (2m)2 wnz — wzz (20)”3(mA —m+ wﬂ) - Zwts(mA —m + w/))

+ 1) 4K — HE ~ K)o

1 1 1
AP —— (2w”2(mA —m+ o) 2wi(m, — m + w'))}
+ tensors of rank r > 1. (4.56)

Following the discussion in Appendix 1, we have represented A, ;, as a sum of
irreducible tensor operators in momentum space and have written down the scalar
part only. We have merely considered the case where nucleon 2 and A are in positive
energy states, since this gives the dominant contribution. The factor 2 in front of
equation (4.56) accounts for the fact that there are two possible decay processes
N + A} — A (represented in Figure 4h, i and j) and A + A4, — N.

Introducing the exchange current A{?;,(4h, i, j) into equation (4.20) and using the
rules of Appendix 1 gives a correction of the GT matrix element

8(4h, i, j) = Laa o 2 (AR + (Bay> + A28 - (AR - (4.57)
L) 3.' 471_ b1 27 31 31 mn 21 .

The matrix elements which appear in equation (4.57) are defined by

2
<Ag-g1> = ((;:))12f dsp dSk dSkl dsk"qo*(p, k’)QD(p, k::)mg+m_4_2r

1 1 1
X 0)”2 — w2 (2wﬂn(mA —m + wﬂ)m - wan(mA —m + wl)m)
x [ — K& — KT (4.582)

(4n)? 3, 431 431! J3L". % ' mon+m-8
1

1 1
X wnz — wlz (Zw”"(mA —m+ wlr)m - 2w'”(mA —m + wl)m)
x (k' — k)>(k" — k)2 (4.58b)
We shall discuss these matrix elements in Appendix 3.

4.3.3. The current due to the exchange of one pion and one vector meson
One of the crucial assumptions in the field theory of the nucleon-nucleon potential
and the meson exchange currents is that the expansion into terms which correspond to
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the number of bosons exchanged between the nucleons is reasonably convergent as the
number of exchanged bosons increases. Since the TPE currents, which we have
discussed thus far, give an appreciable correction of the GT matrix element, one might
be interested to have at least some information about the magnitude of the matrix
element of the current due to the exchange of three pions. We shall not present here
any calculation of the uncorrelated three pion exchange, but consider briefly the
correlated multipion exchange current, which we approximate as usual by the exchange
of vector mesons. Vector meson exchange currents are given again by the graphs of
Figure 4, which are meant now to represent the exchange of one pion and one vector
meson.

We have calculated the current associated with the diagrams of Figure 4a, b, and c,
but considered only the w- and p-exchanges and found a correction of about

8, »(4a,b,c) ~ —0.05-10-2

where the value A = 1 has been used.

‘ From the currents of the graphs of Figure 4h-m, we expect a correction of about
the same magnitude. But these effects can certainly be neglected at the present level of
precision of theoretical predictions.

5. Renormalization of the Nuclear Wave Function due to the Exchange of Mesons

The ground state wave function ¢ of *He and 3H is a superposition of S-state,
S’-state and D-state components and this wave function, equation (4.9b), has been
normalized to unity, i.e.

lpsl? + los|® + ool = L. | (5.1)

Mesonic effects however change the normalization of the wave function, and the
condition (2.15) holds instead of (5.1). The correctly normalized nuclear wave function
1s therefore given by

1
Pnorm = 21_"/2 P (52)

where Z is defined by equation (2.15) and |¢|? = 1. The normalization factor Z can
be discussed in complete analogy to our treatment of the matrix elements of exchange
currents, and even the same diagrams can be used. This can be seen more clearly if the
matrix element of a conserved current is considered. We take the electromagnetic
current which is the sum of an isoscalar and the third component of an isovector

Ju™ (%) = Ji2(x) + Ji2(x).

The two components are separately conserved currents. This requirement determines
the isoscalar charge, in which we are particularly interested, of a three-nucleon bound
state of mass M to be |
31
7(0) Dy :

(PljEO)NP> = 5 577 | (5.3a)
with P2 = M2, This condition (5.3a) is equivalent to the normalization condition
(2.15) for the wave function. Accordingly, we define

Z = ¥(P|jPO)|P>2M (5.3b)
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and choose P = (M, 0, 0, 0). The interpretation of (5.3a) is such that the renormaliza-
tion of the isoscalar charge is cancelled exactly by the normalization correction of the
wave function. The equation (5.3b) for the factor Z enables us to use the methods of
Section 3 and again allows a convenient representation in terms of Feynman-like
diagrams, where only the processes N + j§® — N and N* + j{® — N* are possible.
We shall classify the various contributions once more according to the number of

bosons exchanged between two nucleons, hence we write in analogy with equation
(3.12)

Z =704 7@ 4..., (5-4)

The matrix element of the current represented in Figure 3a, where there is no inter-
action between the two nucleons, corresponds to Z‘®, while the matrix element of
currents of the type shown in Figure 4a—g gives the TBE contribution Z®.

5.1. No boson exchanged between nucleons

The normalization factor in this order is graphically represented in Figure 8 and
is given by

ZO = [g*2 + [7[? (5.5)

where |4* |2 and |4~ |2 are defined as in equation (4.13b). The relativistic wave function
$* can by means of equation (4.10) be expressed by the nonrelativistic wave function ¢
with |¢]? = 1. Bearing in mind that the correction of the GT matrix element due to
Ag is small (as calculated in Appendix 2) and that the kinematic corrections cancel
(see the discussion following equation (4.12)), we can replace |¢* |2 by |g|?:

ZO =1 + |¢-[2. (5.6)

In the OPE approximation ¢~ is given by equations (4.15) and (4.19), and in a similar
manner as in Section 4.1.2. we find

—8"(N) = [$~|> = 10X (X5(x2)>. | (5.7)

5.2. Two bosons exchanged between nucleons

We shall calculate now the factor Z® of equation (5.4) using the definition (5.3b),
which means that we must determine the exchange current A, ;; induced by the iso-
scalar current j{. There are no one boson exchange currents for this particular
interaction, and the matrix element of the two boson exchange currents A$); taken
between the S-state component ¢z of the wave function is related to the normalization
factor Z? by an equation similar to equation (4.20),

2 I !’ n n n !
20 = S | €K PR KD 5 AR WK Mg R (59
Since most of the arguments have been presented already in Section 4.3, we shall keep
the discussion of equation (5.8) as brief as possible.

5.2.1. Contribution from two pion exchange
The TPE current is represented by the diagrams of Figure 4a, b and c, and
equations analogous to (4.44), if only the axial current operator y,ys7. is replaced by
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the isoscalar current operator 1y,. The relevant spin-isospin matrix elements are
listed in Appendix 1. We find the following contribution to the normalization factor
Z

—8"(4a, b, ¢) = Z™(4a, b, ¢)
- —f;;*{4<( Yo

- 4<(1 - xn)Y (xn)> £ 4A2<( Yo(xn))2>

2 2;4 -,’:_ }1‘ Ki(2x;) — — K{(2xn)>

+ pEZ <_ K1(2x,,)>} (59)

where we have used again the approximation (4.49).

5.2.2. Contribution from two pion exchange with a virtual A

The information needed to discuss this particular contribution is contained
already in Section 4.3.2. Perhaps it should be mentioned that the interaction of the A
with the isoscalar current can be derived unambiguously from condition (2.15) using

m n /
\T T
4 A
\ /
\ /
\
Figure 11

The isoscalar current j{* interacting with a virtual A (1236).

the process drawn in Figure 10a, whose amplitude is given in (4.53). We find for the
amplitude of the process of Figure 11 in the nonrelativistic limit and for positive energy
A’s in the intermediate state

M? = MP(="(q) + j&*(O) + N(py) — 7"(k) + N(ps))

1
Mé‘” _— anA
2m (Epyex — m — ko)?

X (30nm — &l Tm])(34k + }i(q % Kk)o)
Epvie = (mE + (p2 + k)?)M2. (5.10)

This expression is used to determine the current represented by Figure 4d and f. The
box diagram of Figure 4d is essentially a sum of the residues from the pole of nucleon 1
and the pion poles. The crossed box of Figure 4f is given by the pion pole contribution.
The evaluation of the nucleon pole contribution requires a slightly more refined
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treatment than the one used before and we present it first. The corresponding normali-
zation correction is found to be

—8(4d; Ny) = Z'2(4d; Ny)
2 2
— ppls 18 ((;":))12 | p @k @k aw

x *(p, K)o, K")m; *G3(p, k)

X~ B — WK — W — 3K — kP& — k7] (5.11a)

with

- o (P2 + k)  (p/2 — k)*

Gyl (p, k) =my — m + I, + > (5.11b)
Following a similar approach as in Ref. [20], we simplify the calculation by dropping
the p-dependence in GA(p, k). This is a reasonable approximation since the integrand
of (5.11a) varies slowly with p. Therefore, we shall use the following expression for

Ga(p, k)

2
GA(pa k) = ml 1

mi+kZm, —m

(5.11¢)

m, — m

mi: = 2mm, e (4.05 m,)?

mpu

The integrand of (5.11a) is now quite sensitive to variations of k? since the effective
mass m, i1s small.

The authors of Ref. [20] assume that the S-state wave function ¢(y, x) factorizes
into a form u,(x)us(y). Since we calculate the matrix element of a highly singular
operator, we need to know the 3-nucleon wave function only for small values of x,
therefore we put

P(x, ¥) = ea(x)u(y)
where p,(x) is the S-state wave function of the deuteron. This assumption is completely
consistent with the model for short range correlations in the 3-body system [18], which
we described in Section 4.2.

The matrix element (5.11a) is then given by

3 . \216
—5(ad; 2 = 2 2 ()32 G ) (5.122)
where the scalar product is defined by
(s X)) = | dxxE (en) (5.12b)
0
and

Yo%) = % {Kv(xl) f " ()T () Yo (el Ypal)

+ 0 [ ) Yn(x:,m(x')} (5.120)
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where v = n + 3}, x; = m,x, and the functions K, and I, are modified Bessel functions
of fractional order.

For the pion pole contributions of the diagrams of Figure 4d and f to the normali-
zation correction we found

—8(44d, f; 7) = Z(4d, f; w) = f2 f”“s{ CAGY — {Bag)

+ 12 -n”g—’ <A<112>>} (5.13)

where the definitions (4.58) have been used. The contribution of the current of Figure 4e
and g is derived in the same way. The residue of the double pole of nuclear 1 results
into a correction

2
~8(des Ny) = 2o M) = 2 B (L) DG ) G140
my, —m) 9
while the pion pole contribution is given by
—o6(4e, g; ) = Z®(de, g; m)

ng;:NA 8{ TLARS + (Bgyd — A26{AL}. (5.14b)

Regarding the terms of order A°, this result differs from the correction (5.12), since the
contributions from the box graph of Figure 4e and the crossed box of Figure 4g have
the same sign, while the box and crossed box of Figure 4d and f have opposite signs.
There is an alternative way to calculate the diagrams of Figure 4e and g, as a sum
of the residues of the pole of the virtual A and the pion poles. The individual residues
are singular due to the finite mass difference m, — m, however the sum is regular and
leads to a result identical with what we have given in equations (5.13) and (5.14).

5.2.3. Contribution from the exchange of one pion and one vector meson

We continue here the discussion of the effect of vector meson exchange, which we
started in Section 4.3.3 and we consider the normalization correction due to the
exchange of one pion and one vector meson, which we choose to be the p- and w-meson.
The matrix element of the current represented by the graphs of Figure 4a, b, and c, is
again very small and the condition (5.3b) gives a normalization correction

— 8, (4a, b, c) = Z®(4a, b, c)
= 0.09-10-2

where the value A = 1 has been used.

In Ref. [10] we have shown that one can expect more significant effects to arise
from the exchange of vector mesons if one of the virtual baryon states is a A (1236),
and this type of process is illustrated in Figure 4d-g. In order to determine these
particular currents, we need to know the amplitudes for p-production of pions from a
nucleon drawn in Figure 12.

Using the low-energy theorem and the vector meson dominance model, this
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Figure 12

p-production of a pion from a nucleon with the nucleon isobar A (1236) in the intermediate state.
In (b) the virtual A interacts with the isoscalar current j{©.

amplitude can be expressed in terms of pion photoproduction amplitudes V{*’. From
Ref. [10], we find an amplitude similar to equation (4.53)

M(12a) = M(p%(q) + N(p.) — ="(k) + N(p2))
M(12a) = 2g,i(p2)(30nm — §l7n T)GRL" — R\ )u(py) (5.15a)
RS«-H = '}’50)\v4vVJ(.+)

+ iys[(py + p2)agk — (py + p2)gka]Vi™’

- ehaaukaqG7uV4(+)
+ iyslargk — @k 1VED (5.15b)
Ry = —iyslyagk — ygk,\1V§™ (5.15¢)

where the indices m and » in equation (5.15a) refer to the isospin of the p and w.
The amplitude for the crossed process (interchange of p and =) is given by

M*(12a) = 2g,#(P2)(38mm + §l7m DGR + RT)u(py). (5.16)

The interaction of the isoscalar current with the A can be found in the limit of vanishing
momentum transfer by comparing the conditions (2.15) and (5.3b). Since the nucleon
from which the pion p-production of Figure 12a takes place is bound in a nucleus of
mass M, the operators R{*’ are functions of the masses M and m, (and independent
of m). We put M = 3m and find for the amplitude of the process of Figure 12b

M(12b) = M(pR(q) + jo®(©0) + N(py) — 7"(k) + N(ps))

= 1 d d
MA2b) = — @) Em — Hra 7aD (5 iy B = g KO Jue) (170

_ 1 d d
M¥(120) = = g3 + Hrvs 7)) (5 70 B + 7 RO Ju@). (5170)

The amplitudes V{*’ have been derived in Ref. [21] using a hard-pion current algebra
model which satisfies the requirement of gauge invariance for virtual pions. We shall
quote only those parts of the amplitudes coming from the exchange of the A, and
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denote them by V(*). Withs = (p; + )%, t = (¢ — k) and u = (p, — q)? we have

Vi+) = Bit, Bl—_—nﬁ(—w-l-%‘i‘%;)
V§+)=B2+t_——§g2—-—k_§‘35’ Bz:%)_zsz
Vé-)=nﬁL(—HﬁmA(—8_%+§_g§_%;)
7?):"1_%”.(:’_"12%(—16—24%—% %‘S)
7§+)=t“§“_u]:2—s_qu5 (5.18)

where A‘Y) = —0.0667 m; 2. If we describe the interaction of the field of p with the
nucleons by

PalpRO) 22> = tpa)ra va + 3 ot (e (5.19

where ¢ = p, — p, and %, = 3.7, one can evaluate the normalization correction
corresponding to the graphs of Figure 4d—g, using the same method as in Sections 4.3.1
and 5.2.2. The main contribution from this type of current is given by the residues of
the pole of nucleon 1 of Figure 4d and the double N;-pole of Figure 4e, where the
latter is determined by the derivative of the operators R{*’ with respect to k, (the
kinematics are the same as in Figure 9, and k is the internal momentum variable).
The momentum dependence of the amplitudes V{*’ is for our purpose sufficiently
accounted for by making the replacement

h(+) h(+)

mE = (B sy — (m — Ko -20)
We find the following normalization corrections
: : g58= _M;
- 8.0(4d: Nl) = ZE,Z)(4d, Nl) = (41;_)2 mz,;n
X {%d1(x2(Xz); x2(x,)) + aa(x1(xa), x1(x,)) + 3as(xo(xz), Xo(x,))}
(5.21a)

2 : me
—8,(4e; Ny) = ZP(4e; Ny) = % o,

% {3a1(x2(Xz), x2(x,)) + %as(x2(x2), Ya(x,)pa(x))
+ as(x1(x5), x1(x,)) — a4(X;(xn), Yo(x,)pa(x))
+ 3as(xo(x2), x0(x,)) + as(xo(X2), Yo(x,)pa(x))} - (5.22a)
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where

&, = 4Byt — L (4mB, + 2mB, + 21 + ) V57 + V5O

= —1.5734
y d ,ms+mi , d m, m,\ .
a; = —Zm%Bl ——mp—— my; — % 2mB2E + ZmBsm—n my
= 0.3390

a, = 4Bymt — 3% (4mB, + 2mB, + 6mBs + 8(1 + 5y)V§™) — 2ty VEF)me

= 0.2904 (5.21b)
4
gy = —(4mBy + 2mB, + 21 + %) V5™ + sy Vi) e
mA — m
= —1.5604

4
a, = (1 + %y)(—4mB; — mB, + %Vé*’)}%

= 0.5028
2 2 4
ag — — (2mB1 M 23 e + anBgﬁ + ZmBsﬂ) —M—E
x My m, x) MA — M
= —0.0775
a, = 417“’mm’3” + (1 + %y)(—2mB, + 17"‘°’)’M3m3
4 3. mp V. 1 4 m mp T
= 2.0903
me o 2m m
as = —(4mB; + 2mB,; + 6mBs + 8(1 + #y)V§™) — 2, Vi) " S—
-
= —0.3797
as = (1 + xy)(—%mB, + $mB, + Viﬂ)‘;f
= 0.0906. (5.22b)

We have also estimated the contribution of the diagrams of Figure 4d-g, but shall not
write down the resulting lengthy expressions, since the numerical result is small. We
found the following approximate correction

5,(4d, e, f, g; m) ~ —0.3-10-2

where the value A = 1 has been used.

6. Numerical Results and Discussion

We shall collect in this section the result of the evaluation of the matrix elements
of the one- and two-body exchange currents discussed in preceding sections. We used
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the following values for masses and coupling constants

m, = 139 MeV, m = 939 MeV, m, = 770 MeV,
my — m = 297 MeV,

2 2
f? =0.081, fi;;” =036, 452 =24 (6.1)

and in Appendix 3, we have discussed the matrix elements necessary for the evaluation
of two pion exchange currents. The following numerical values have been obtained
with the parameters (4.39):

?T -}-Cngl(Zx,,)> — 0.0566
2/1 ko Lgox) = 01182 (622
- x_gl(xn)“‘;c—n l(xn) = WU | ()

(AR> = —0.0877 <AL> = —0.0249

(AR>S = —0.0546 <AL> = —0.1499

{AR> = —0.1791

{Bgs> = 0.0106 <Bs;> = 0.0129. (6.2b)

The scalar products (5.12b) have been calculated numerically also with the deuteron
wave function as given in (4.38) and (4.39) with the result

(x2(x2), x2(x,)) = 1.8391

(x2(x2), x2(x,)) = 2.4102 103

(x2(xz), Ya(x,)pa(x)) = 6.1424 103

(x1(%z), x2(x,)) = 5.5848 10~¢

(x1(x2), Yo(x,)pa(x)) = —9.7911 10~%

(xo(%2), xo(x,)) = 2.8048 10~*

(Xo(x2), Yo(x,)pa(x)) = 3.7879 10~%. (6.20)

The corrections of the GT matrix element already published in the literature have
been summarized in Table I. We note that the relativistic correction given in Table I
is already the net result, i.e. relativistic renormalization corrections are included
(compare the discussion in Appendix 2).

Table IT shows that two pion exchange currents considerably reduce the GT matrix
element and the largest effect is produced again by the isobaric current (i.e. when there
is a A (1236) in a virtual state). The various normalization corrections of the nuclear
wave function presented in Table I1I clearly demonstrate that those intermediate states
which produce an appreciable change in the wave function, which consequently have
large probabilities, will in general lead also to large exchange current effects. We note
also that in the case of a pure pseudoscalar pion-nucleon coupling, i.e. for A = 1, we
have large contributions from those processes with nucleon-anti-nucleon pairs in
virtual states. This fact has been discussed also by Partovi and Lomon [1] in their
derivation of a nuclear potential from meson theory. This effect is not the result of
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Table I
Corrections 8 of the GT matrix element M{® as published in Refs. [5, 9, 10]. 3, is the resulting
correction of the GT matrix element M, both matrix elements are defined in equation (4.9).

Figure Intermediate states 8 (%)
3b B=mn,B =p 2.43
3c B=n N*= N¥3t 3) 12.36
3c B==m, N*=N*31+*,1 0.44
3c B=a,N*=N*3",3 —0.30
3c B=p N* =N¥3E*, 3 —2.55
Pair creation correction of eq. (4.22) 0.50 A
Relativistic correction of eq. (4.14) —0.24

Total: & = (12.14 + 0.5 )%

o 13.42 for A = 0.41

1= Tosl® + 3ool = 3os 2 \13.20for A = 0

b)

especially singular exchange current operators, but is merely the reflection of the large
mass ratio m/m, which multiplies the corresponding matrix elements, and the fact that
contributions from box graphs and crossed box graphs in several cases add with the
same sign. Combining the corrections listed in Tables I, II and III, we find the
following result for the Gamow-Teller matrix element

theory: M, = M®P(1 + 6, + 8, + 8") (6.3a)

5.28% for X = 0
8, + 8, + 8" =4 5.89% for A = 0.41
11.54% for A = 1. (6.3b)

This should be compared with the experimental matrix element [22], |M,|? =
2.84 + 0.06 (see also Ref. [23], page 90, for a discussion), which with the GT matrix

Table I1
Corrections 8 of the GT matrix element M{® due to two-pion exchange currents as calculated in
equations (4.30), (4.50) and (4.57). &, is the resulting correction of the GT matrix element M " as
defined in (4.9)

3 (%)

Figure Pole 001 002?) 0(X%)
4a N} —1.61

da,b,c - —0.35 —0.32 1.00
4hi,j o —0.58 ~10.21

. [—2.94% for A = 0.41
Total: 8 =9 _ 939 fora = 0
5 —3.20% for A = 0.41

= les|? + Heool? — os|? —1.01%forA=0
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Table III
Normalization correction of the wave function caused by the exchange of two pions and the
exchange of one pion and one p-meson. The TPE contribution are given in equations (5.7), (5.9),
(5.12)—(5.14), and the VME contribution in (5.21), (5.22)

¥ = —Z(%)
Figure Pole 0(A%) 0(A2) 0(A%)
Two pion exchange
4a N, —2.68
4a,b,c w 1.04 13.64 3.01
4d N, —2.09
de N, —2.09
44, f T —0.36 5.22
4e, g T —3.59 —1.36
Vector meson exchange
44 N 0.56
4e N, —0.38

—4.33% for A = 0.41

Total: 8" =4 _ 6919 for A = 0

element M as given in equation (4.9) defines the correction 8,,, demanded by
experiment

experiment: M, = MP(1 + 8,4p)
8exp = (5.7 + 1.2)%. (6.4)

The theoretical value (6.3b) is consistent with experiment for 0 < A < 0.6 and the
admixture of a derivative pion—nucleon coupling (pseudovector coupling), as defined
in 4.1 is quite important to achieve agreement of theory and experiment. We note
especially that the value A = 0.41, which Gross [13] used in his fits of OBE potentials
gives a consistent result also in our case.

The particular values for the parameter A chosen above should not be taken too
seriously since the isobar current corrections listed in Table I, based upon the work of
Refs. [8, 9], are probably too large because the momentum dependence of the A-
propagator has been neglected in those calculations. A preliminary investigation using
the methods presented in Section 5.2.2 and the model of the D-state wave function of
Ref. [20] indicates that inclusion of the correct momentum dependence of the virtual A
reduces the published values, which are to be multiplied by a factor of about 1.
Consequently, values of A ~ 1, i.e. a dominantly pseudoscalar pion-nucleon coupling
would be favored. ~

In writing down the corrections listed in Tables IT and III, which then lead to the
total correction of equation (6.3b), we have omitted the small vector meson exchange
contributions, estimates of which have been given in Sections 4.3.3 and 5.2.3. We
further note that in general the vector meson exchange corrections (excluding the
contribution of the current of Figure 3b) are small and since these can be interpreted,
as has been mentioned in Section 4.3.3, as an approximation of the contribution from
three pion exchange currents, we expect the latter to be small also. The same is true
for 3 nucleon currents which we have neglected, based upon investigations of the
effect of three body forces which seems to be small. Moreover, it does not seem
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reasonable to discuss in detail these more complicated processes without at the same
time improving the field theoretic model (we mention the problem of off-shell behavior
of the meson—baryon vertices) and more correctly account for the wave function at
short distance, the latter becomes even more important for higher order processes.
Therefore, in order to obtain a more accurate description of mesonic exchange effects
in nuclei, besides increasing appreciably the number and complexity of graphs that
should be included, one has to solve quite fundamental problems.

In summary, it is seen that the more modest program of this paper is already able
to explain the dominant features of meson exchange effects sufficiently, as far as these
show up in the GT matrix element for the triton S-decay, to achieve consistency of
theoretical and experimental predictions.
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Appendix 1

Matrix elements of two-body operators for three particle bound states. Matrix elements
of spin-isospin operators. The matrix elements of two-body exchange currents for
three particle bound states which are considered in this paper are usually given
in momentum space. Generally, we have

<Z EU> L f d°q, d%k, d°k, d°K
17 (2” i#7#1
x o*(p, kK))E(k;, ki, kK)e(p;, k) (AL.1)

where we have chosen the momentum variables defined in (3.16) and (3.17). A typical
two boson exchange current has been displayed in Figure 8.

In evaluating this matrix element, we shall not use the full wave function, but
retain only the symmetric S-state component. This part of the wave function does not
change if different configurations {p,, k;}, / = 1, 2, 3 are employed, and we can use just
one pair of integration variables p, k. The above matrix element then can be put in a
more simple form

E, d®p d°k d°k' d°k"
<iZJ‘ j> (2m )lzf

x ¢*(p, k) D Ey(k, K, K")p(p, K"). (A1.2)

i#7

In the nonrelativistic limit, the operator E;; usually is separable, which means that it
can be split in the following way

Ey(k, k', k") = fi(k — K)gy(k — k7). (Al.3)

This property is crucial to make possible the treatment of two boson exchange effects
with a reasonable expense. The consequence of (A1.3) can be seen most clearly if the



Vol. 49, 1976 Meson Exchange Currents in Nuclei 517

matrix element (A1.2) is expressed in terms of the configuration space wave function
which is given through the relation

o0 k) = f A%, A%, P71 Xap(y, X;) (AL4)

where position variables are defined in analogy to equations (3.16) and (3.17)

X, + X3
2

X1 +Xo+ X3 =0; X=Xy — X3, y; =X — (A1.5)

and the cyclic permutations x,,, y; and Xj,, ¥,. Since we are dealing exclusively with
the symmetric S-state wave function, it is sufficient to use only one pair of variables,
denoted by x, y. For the matrix element (A1.2) we find with the property (A1.3)

<Zj Eﬁ> = f d% d®xp*(y, X) D fF(X)gi(X)e(y, X) (A1.6)
i# i%7g

FH®) = -(7}5- | @ efia

1 —igx -
80) = s | 40 ¢ 5@, (AL7)
The symmetric S-state wave function can be written as

@(y, x) = $™R(y, X) (Al.8)

where ™ is the totally anti-symmetric spin-isospin function, m, ¢ are the 2-components
of the total spin and isospin respectively.

If we represent the operator f;}(x)g;;(x) as a sum of irreducible tensor operators in
configuration space, only the scalar operators contribute to the matrix element (A1.6):

[i/(X)gi(x) = z 0:;(v)h,(x) + tensors of rank r > 1 in configuration space.
’ (A1.9)

The operators 0,,(») are functions of the spin matrices o;, 6; and the isospin matrices
T;, T;, and the index v numbers the varicus scalars that can be formed. The c-number
function £,(x) depends upon x = |x| only.

The matrix element (A1.6) is now simply given by

(S = (3 00 yane (AL10)
)y = f % d°x| R(x, y)|?h,(x). (AL11)

Using the results of Section 4.2, we can simplify this matrix element with equation
(4.34) in the following way

<h(x)y = Jw dxx?g(x)h,(x). (Al.12)
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In the treatment of the triton B-decay, which is a spin 3, isospin % system, we shall
encounter the following matrix elements:
sl 1 | =
Y 5 D2 Omas(0) ™ > = ¢, ™ (O)m(7) 4 ™
2
i#7 i=1

Op,if(1) = (0; X G)u(7; X 7)), and ¢, =4

0,i5(2) = (6; — G))u(vs — 7;), and c; =4

0pii(3) = (6 + O)n(% + 7)), and c; = 0. (AL13)
Matrix elements of operators that are not fully symmetric under the interchange of all
particle coordinates vanish. For a more general discussion, we refer to [5].

In calculating renormalization corrections of the wave functions *H and ®He, we
made use of the following matrix elements:

G

i£]

Oij(l) = T‘iTj afld d]_ — _6

0,2) = (zx,)? and d; =30

0,(3) = (vr)(o0;) and d; = —18
0”(4) = (TiTj)ZS%- and d4 = 216
0,,(5) = 00; and ds = —6. (Al.14)

Appendix 2

Relativistic corrections to the matrix element of the axial vector current. We have
expressed the Gamow-Teller matrix element in terms of the wave function e,
equation (4.9), and in equation (4.8) we have the matrix element of the same
operator between relativistic wave functions *. From the discussion in Section 2,
we know that the difference between these two matrix elements is a relativistic
correction. Using the wave equations for ¢* and ¢, equations (2.16) and (2.21), and
including only the one pion exchange part of the potential as given in equation (4.17),
then the matrix element of the current represented in Figure 13a corresponds to

(a) the matrix element of the current operator o;(7;), between relativistic wave
functions ¢+, if nucleon 1 is put on the mass shell and only positive energy states of
nucleon 2 are included (negative energy states are discussed in Section 4.1.2),

X N K%

T |

| | | |
Yk'-k  4K-k K-k Ak'-k
| | ’

: SR

a) b)
Figure 13
Diagrams required to determine relativistic corrections of the wave function due to the use of a
nonrelativistic OPE potential instead of a relativistic one.
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(b) equation (4.92) if both nucleons are on-shell and the nonrelativistic limit is
taken for all propagators and vertex functions.

The use of different nucleon propagators in the relativistic and nonrelativistic case
results into a kinematic correction as shown by and discussed after equation (4.10).
Therefore, in this appendix we shall merely calculate the difference between evaluating
the matrix element of the current of Figure 13a with relativistic and nonrelativistic
OPE potentials. For the box diagram, we use the same kinematics as in Figure 9.
Nucleon 1 is on the mass shell

M
ko = "‘? + %) + Ek—ll2p

and analogous conditions hold for k; and kj. The positive-energy propagator of
nucleon 2 is then —1/2k,. The pion propagators are expanded in the following way

11 (ko= ko
mi— (K —kE @® o
SRS U (A
mE— (K — kR w? W
W?=m+ K -k o?=m+ & - k? (A2.1)

and the terms of order 1/w* in (A2.1) will give rise to a relativistic correction.

The difference between the relativistic and the nonrelativistic wNN-vertex
essentially is again a kinematic correction which is cancelled by the corresponding
contribution to the normalization correction, and we do not consider it here.

We shall now discuss the corrections to the GT matrix element resulting from the
various relativistic correction terms of equation (A2.1), where we use the methods of
Section 4.3. Since we calculate small correction terms, it is admissible to replace the
relativistic wave function ¢* by ¢ in taking matrix elements.

The terms ki/w'* and kZ/w"*

The current associated with this term can be derived starting from Figure 13a.
We shall take the matrix element of this current between S-state components of the
wave function, and therefore we write down only that part of the current which is a
scalar in momentum space and nonvanishing spin—isospin matrix combinations:

“__g:%r 1 3 1(v" __ 2! 2
mmmw—@ﬁaﬁgdmn—mma—mﬂ& K2k’ — K)

2 2 -
! (_’?% + 5%) 1 1 (A2.2)
w w

X pr— — —
4k2 w'? w"?

If we insert this current into equation (4.20), replacing of course A, §; by A, 4,(13a),
and using the methods of Appendix 1, we find a correction to the GT matrix element

§(132) = f4<("7 - ) Yg(x,,)>. (A2.3)
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The terms —2koko/w™ and —2kokyjw™

The matrix element of the current associated with these terms cannot straight-
forwardly be determined from Figure 13a. It can be cast however into a more suitable
form by using the wave equation (2.16) for 4* to arrive at the matrix element of a
current which is now represented by one of the diagrams of Figure 13b. This current
is given, again except for tensor terms in momentum space, by

(2 )3 (2 )4f dak{(Tl - T2)+(01 - 02)m

x [13((K" — k)& — Kk))* + %K — k(K — k)]
+ (T3 X 7)1 (061 X Oy)p
x (k" — k)(k' — k))* — (k" — k)*(k" — k)2]}

1 2koks 1 2okl 1 1
(4k0k;, w? ' Ak w"2) @? " A

Am,12(1 3b)

w - w
This current gives a correction

&6'(13b) = —fF{12{(Y5(x2))*> + 5¢x: Y§(xa)> + 2{¥Y(xa)0}- (A2.5)

The terms ki|w'* and kg2 /w™

The nonrelativistic wave function ¢ is the solution of the Schrédinger equation
(2.21), and the nonrelativistic potential (2.22) can be derived from the quasipotential
equation (2.6) by using the nonrelativistic Green’s function g of equation (2.18). The
OPE part of this potential is simply the nonrelativistic limit of the covariant OPE inter-
action, and this fact has been used above to derive the relativistic correction. On the
other hand, the TPE part of the potential (2.22) contains relativistic correction terms
due to the fact that the internal momentum variable is not restricted to nonrelativistic
values. Expressionslike k¢/w’* and ky?/w"* which appear when the potential is expanded
as in equation (A2.1) are just such correction terms and are already included when the
matrix element is written in terms of the nonrelativistic wave function ¢, equation (4.9).

There is a corresponding relativistic correction of the normalization of the wave
function. Following the arguments of Section 5, we can derive the resulting additional
correction to the GT matrix element in a similar manner as above and find

8"(13a) = fR{12{(Yo(x2))*> + XX, ¥§(x.)> + 2{Y§(x,)0}
8"(13b) = —28"(13a). (A2.6)
The complete relativistic correction to the GT matrix element due to the use of a wave

function which is the solution of a wave equation with a nonrelativistic potential,
instead of the relativistic wave function ¢* is therefore given by

8'(13a, b) + 8"(13a, b) = —fR{KY3(x)> — HKx Y5(x)}.
= —0.028%;. (A2.7)
Again we have a strong cancellation of the relativistic correction &', calculated with

the wave function ¢ normalized to unity, by the relativistic correction of the wave
function normalization 6.
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Appendix 3

Calculation of matrix elements. The residue of the pion pole of TPE graphs generates
matrix elements of the type given e.g. in equations (4.50) and (4.57). We shall show
here how the transformation (4.49) can be used to simplify these matrix elements.

In writing down equation (4.50) we used the following identities:

1 1 1
wﬂz - w'2 (2(0 2(,_;) = -_“J‘ d 2-2 f2 22 + wrr2 (A3.1)

1 1 1
w2 — w'? (2w”3 - 2w’3) - f [(22 + w'?)?(z? + w"?)
1
T (2% + 0'9)(2% + w”z)z]‘ (A43.2)

The resulting matrix elements can, with the help of (4.49), be reexpressed in terms of
the Bessel function (4.51):

f T vy = (L kyoxy) (A3.3)
: m?‘ o\Az xer 1 ¢4
® P WE ;o 1 1 5
z 5 KY5(e)1 + X)) = { = Ka(2x;) — — Ki(2x5) (A3.4)
0 my Xz Xg
with x, = m_x and
m2 = 22 + m2. (A3.5)

The matrix elements (A%),> and {(B,,,> defined in equation (4.58) can be treated in a
similar manner. As an example of the method, we shall derive the matrix element
{A®>. Starting from the identity

1 1 ; 1
wnz _ wfz (zwrls(mA —m + O)”) - 2wf3(mA —m + w'))
1 1
T (my — m)? 2w 2"
_1_ 1 f dz !
™My — m [22 + (my — m)?](z* + )(2* + ")

1
mmy —m f dz[ @ + ’2)(22 L R e L w"z)]

(A.36)
the matrix element is given by
AR = n )2 AY3(0x) + $Y8(xa)
oy 2 T (m g <%Y2(xz) + 3Y3(x)>

T am, — m_[ dzod <(Yo(xz))"’ = %(xz)>. (A.37)
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The remaining integration was done numerically and the values of the various matrix
elements are given in (6.2).
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