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PRECISION IN A LISTED BUILDING

The mansion, situated on Potsdamer Platz, was
built by wine merchant Christian Huth in 1913

in the heart of the then vibrant German capital.
Until 1989, it was the only intact building on the

urban wasteland next to the Berlin wall. In the

early 90s, the Berlin Senate decided to allow the

Daimler-Benz Group to purchase the southern

part of the square and to build Renzo Piano and

other renowned architects were commissioned
to build the new quarter. The Huth mansion was

integrated in the entire building project to be

used by the automotive company for representative

purposes.

First, the mansion was completely gutted and

re-built The only part left unaltered was the old

staircase The Berlin-based architects, Christine

Kreplin-Duwensee and Hubertus Duwensee,

were responsible for the interior design of the

top floors, and they worked closely with Röthlisberger.

Even after eleven years, the fitted teak

components exude elegance and are an integral
part of the building. The most voluminous addition

is a staircase with wall panelling, located in

one of the corners and connecting the club and

lounge with the offices above. The high wreathed

string is enhanced by an elegant, high-precision
hand-rail Unobtrusive shapes have been

integrated into the rooms in a most natural way,
and yet they serve a purpose Sliding elements

or doors reveal wardrobes, media walls,
ventilation systems or bars The carefully chosen

veneer grain enhances the entire structure the

linear grain does not reveal the slightest trace

of a fault. High-class design is found all over
the mansion. Even closets and doors have been

made with greatest care.

Christine Kreplin fondly remembers the
reconstruction assignment She says that her high

expectations in terms of design and demand were

shared by Peter Röthlisberger. During the

production, she spent several weeks in Gümligen
to discuss the assembly down to the last joint.
Prior to the assembly, alt the work was executed

by just one company Without this intensive

cooperation the high demands set by the client and

the people involved could not have been met

Author: Sebastian Redecke, photos: Stefan Müller

HOTH MANSION, BERLIN 1997

>Address: Potsdamer Platz, Berlin
> Client: Daimler-Benz, Berlin
architecture: Christine Kreplin-Duwensee and

Hubertus Duwensee, Berlin
> Interior design: Co-operation between Röthlisberger
Schreinerei, Gümligen, and Glaeser, Baden

> Interior fit out procedure: Invited competition
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^The carefully selected veneer grain
adds quality to the entire structure
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~The fitted teak components are
an integral part of the historical house.

>Staircase connecting the club
and lounge with the offices above.
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