
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 85 (2019)

Heft: [6]

Rubrik: [Impressum]

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 21.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


HELVETIA [ PAGE 19

Obituary

Karl Hans Signer
1938-2019

Karl Signer was born in St. Gallen on 20 January 1938 as
the second child of his parents. He had five sisters and two
brothers. Karl was a keen soccer player and played for FC
Brühl-St. Gallen until his emigration.

He emigrated in 1959 after completing his apprenticeship
as a tiler, and after his military service, the Rekrutenschule
in Emmen. After travelling around Australia with friends,
he crossed the Tasman Sea to New Zealand, where he
settled in Wellington. There he first worked in the building
industry, but soon saw an opportunity in providing
European food, one of his passions in life. He opened a
delicatessen in Miramar.

In 1966 Karl married Theresa who unfortunately
developed a number of health issues, and was never really
well. The couple had no children; Karl's many groups of
friends became his family. Aside from his membership
of the Wellington Swiss Club over many decades,

including on the committee, Karl made many friends in
the hospitality business, and with his neighbours where
he lived, in Breaker Bay. He felt very much at ease with
his Thai and Chinese friends, supported them as much as

he could and was, especially in his last years and months
and weeks, very much supported by them.

Karl loved being creative. He made a sandy garden
opposite his home with driftwood and rocks collected
around the shore line. Almost to his last year Karl kept
himself busy with a cleaning job; that would pay for his
vices, he used to say jokingly, his cigarettes, the odd
flutter on the pokie machines, and occasionally a drink.
Right until April 2019 he came to our WSC Jassen Sunday
afternoons, and he greatly enjoyed the challenge - he

remembered his cards and everybody else's cards as well.
Karl passed away peacefully in Wellington Hospital on 2

June 2019.

The Wellington Swiss Club and the Swiss Society extend
their sympathy and condolences to Karl's family and

friends.
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Dear readers,
we, the Helvetia Team, wish you all a Very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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