Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 85 (2019)

Heft: [6]

Artikel: Swiss immigration : vote to end free Swiss-EU migration gets enough
signatures

Autor: [s.n.]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-943884

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 26.10.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-943884
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

DECEMBER 2019/JANUARY 2020

Vote to end free Swiss-EU migration gets enough signatures

Organizers of a vote to limit immigration into Switzerland from EU and EFTA nations,
had until 18 July 2019 to collect 100,000 valid signatures. Almost one year ahead of
the deadline, the Swiss People’s Party announced that they had collected 125,000
signatures. Surprised by how quickly the signatures were collected, Swiss People’s
Party leader Albert Rosti told the newspaper Blick that people were motivated by em-
ployment concerns, especially in cross-border regions like Geneva, Vaud, Basel-City
and Ticino.

The new initiative to limit immigration is less ambiguous than the one put to a vote
on 9 February 2014. Instead of requiring the government to limit immigration, this one
will ask voters whether or not they want to keep the agreement between the EU and
Switzerland on free movement of people. The EU has said repeatedly that the bilateral
agreements between Switzerland and the bloc are an all-or-nothing package. If a ma-
jority of Swiss voters vote to end the agreement on free movement of people the whole
deal, including trade, might unravel.

Rdsti does not think the latest initiative puts Switzerland’s package of bilateral agree-
ments at risk. He says that all of the other agreements in the package are in the EU’s
interest and solutions could be found.

That might be true in theory, but in practice such a solution continues to elude the UK
and Brussels. Speaking to Swiss broadcaster RTS in January 2018, Roger Nordmann,
president of the Socialist Party, said that a possible merit of this initiative is that it is
focused on ending bilateral agreements, a sort of Swiss Brexit. He thinks this will bring
clarity and doesn’t think Switzerland’s population will want to find itself in the same
situation as the UK.

04/10/2019 BY LE NEWS .....update

Swiss parliament rejects initiative to limit immigration

Switzerland’s parliament voted against an initiative put forward by the Swiss People’s
Party (UDC/SVP) to limit immigration into Switzerland, according to RTS.The idea was
rejected by 123 votes to 63. The UDC was the only party to support it.If a majority of
Swiss voters support the initiative the government would have one year to negotiate an
end to free movement of people with the EU.

Justice Minister Karin Keller-Sutter said the initiative could trigger a Swiss Brexit by
ending Switzerland’s bilateral agreements with Brussels, something that could have
a serious economic impact.The UDC warned that Switzerland’s population could rise
from 8.5 to 10 million if there is no change.

In 2014, a narrow majority of Swiss voters (50.3%) accepted a plan to allow the gov-
ernment to control immigration into Switzerland from the EU. This eventually resulted
in a compromise that gives Swiss residents priority over foreign ones when applying
for jobs.

FRIBESCO

QUALITY EUROPEAN TOOLS

Punehu Stream Cottage

Looking for superb quality
European tools and
products?

Situated on the Surf Highway 45 just 6km ‘
south of Opunake. |
Self-catering or Bed and Breakfast
accommodation on a working lavender
farm.
Reasonably priced and very comfortable.
Under floor heating and log fire.

} Visit our website
www.punehustreamcottage.com
Ph 06 2158169

| Owner Liz Sinclair-Keiser would like to buy online

welcome you to this charming corner of
Taranaki ‘

i: Book Corner E

The Untold. Bloody. and Absolutely
Real History of Switzerland

Laurie Thewrer/k Meiiter

Finally, the real history of Switzerland
for clever kids and clever kids-at-heart:
dukes slaughtered by filthy peasants, in-
nocent “witches” hung up by their necks,
buried gold, female mountaineers and, of
course, all those murderous cows...

This is not the fake history of Heidi and
William Tell, but Swisstory — from ancient
mountain people right up to women’s
right to vote. Hilariously illustrated by
bestselling Swiss artist Michael Meister
(The Monster Book of Switzerland), this
book is outrageous, fascinating, grue-
some — and completely true.

Available from our online shop.
Bergli Books
www.bergli.ch

Swisstory

The Untold, Bloody, and Absolutely
Real History of Switzerland

270 pages, paperback with flaps
RRP CHF 19.90

Age 9 and up.

Available in English or German

Closing Down Sale
Last few days

contact Herbert on
021 962708




	Swiss immigration : vote to end free Swiss-EU migration gets enough signatures

