
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 84 (2018)

Heft: [3]

Titelseiten

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 23.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


HELVETIA A
MAGAZINE OF THE SWISS SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND

JUNE / JULY 2018

Highlights

• Glacial Retreat

• Richard Wehrle and

and his cowboy boots

• Dual Nationality Saga

• History of cheese

in Switzerland

Inside

President and Editor

Annual Report 2

OSA Report 3

Cow Fighting in Valais 4

Glacial Retreat 5

Lifestory - Richard Wehrle 6-7

Dual Nationality 8

Did you know? 9

History of cheese 10-11

Stoosbahn 12

Papal Guards 12

Brown Boveri Group 13

Club News 14-17

Embassy News and

Swiss Army Band 18

Obituaries 19

Photo Gallery 20

YEAR 84

Aargau's Aarau
Every country seems to have a stereotype. Be it

a state, a province or a region that is the butt of
the rest of the country's jokes. In Switzerland,
the canton is Aargau.

The Swiss (and notoriously the residents of
Zurich) have created a fiction about Aargau that
their two-letter license plate code "AG" stand
for "Achtung Gefahr!" (Watch out for danger!).
When it comes to car accidents, there is no
truth in Aargauers being dangerous. In fact,
they have fewer crashes compared to the
residents of Zürich or Bern. This is astonishing
because they have people from both of these
cantons commuting through Aargau all the
time! When it comes to fender benders, they
have fewer of those, too (16.5 per 10,000
residents, compared to 23.3 in Zürich or 24.2
in Bern).

Aargau's capital is Aarau. Though the city has
been the site of civilization since the Bronze
Age, the town known today as Aarau was
founded by the Kyburger count Hartmann IV
around 1240. There is a statue of him inside
the main city gate. Located between Zürich,
Basel and Bern, the canton of Aargau is in the
heart of Switzerland's so-called flatiands. And
despite many travellers having never heard of
it, the canton is also one of the most densely
populated. Aarau's dedication to improving
the liveability while preserving its architectural
legacy won it the Swiss Heritage Society
Wakkerpreis in 2014.

The many painted eaves, the so-called
"Dachhimmel" which predominantly date from
the 16th century when the town underwent
considerable extension, are a special feature
of the old town of Aarau. It's for this reason

that Aarau is regarded as the town of beautiful
gables.

Every first Wednesday of November, the folks
of Aarau celebrate the wonderful root vegetable
loved by rabbits, horses and humans alike
- the carrot. There is some evidence that the
Aargauers were the first to cultivate carrots and
other root vegetables in large numbers. The
traditional Rüeblimärt (Carrot Market) attracts
some 35,000 visitors midweek to a town with
a population of just 21,000. That alone is a feat
and worth the journey to buy and try purple,
yellow, red and the classic orange carrot. Eat
them raw, drink them juiced, have them as
soup and cake, or even steamed in a bun like
a hot dog
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