
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 83 (2017)

Heft: [1]

Artikel: Swiss architecture : Switzerland, a country of alpine chalets?

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-943469

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 28.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-943469
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


FEBRUARY / MARCH 2017

Swiss Architecture

5. When beauty rhymes with simplicity
Function and purity. The Yellow House

in Flims, completed in 1999, conveys
the artistic vision of Valerio Olgiati of
the canton of Ticino. Olgiati converted
this old farmhouse into an art museum
that derives its name from the building's
original colour. Box-like in shape, the
Yellow House is a simple expression
of the minimalist aesthetic for which
Switzerland is famous, from the Swiss
Rail clock, to the Swiss flag, to the
Helvetica typeface.
Yellow House © Valerio Olgiati

6. Architecture in the service of
punctuality

Punctuality - another jewel in the Swiss
crown. The Signal Box (1994), a utility
building in Basel's central railway station,
has won several international prizes. This
tower, designed without visible windows
by the local architecture firm Herzog
& de Meuron, has a facade of angled
copper strips which enables SBB staff
to control rail traffic without being
blinded by sunlight. It acts as a Faraday

cage that protects modern electronic
equipment from lightning strikes. It is a
further example of pragmatism made in

Switzerland.
Signal box © Rory Hyde

7. Not just another chalet

Switzerland, a country of alpine chalets?
While it is true enough that the sounds and smells of the countryside and rustic decor

are never far away in the land of Heidi, Switzerland is also a country of cutting-edge
architecture both in terms of technology and aesthetic creativity. Switzerland reflects

its architecture: it is a diverse and bold mixture of tradition and high-tech innovation

that is constantly striving to adapt to the landscape and to environmental constraints.

The eight extraordinary buildings presented below are testimony to this reality.

1. High, high high-tech 3. Villa Vais: in the heart of the mountains

The Monte Rosa hut, a mountain

refuge built in 2009 amid high-altitude
crags, is in the words of ETH Zurich
team that designed it, "Switzerland's
most complex wooden building". The
hut has stainless-steel foundations, an
aluminum outer shell and a computer-
controlled energy-management system
that employs the same solar panels as
the Solar Impulse. Simply put, this is a
mountain refuge on the cutting-edge of
sustainable development technology.
Monte Rosa hut. By Hwking via Wikimedia Commons

2. A spa under trees of glass

It would be difficult to imagine a better
example of the integration of a human

dwelling into the natural environment
than this house built in 2009 by the
Dutch architecture firms SeARCH and
CMA. Nestled into a mountainside,
Villa Vais resembles a crater formed

by a meteorite or perhaps a hole in an

enormous Emmental cheese. As you
step out of the house in the morning
through a glass door built into its

concave façade - a fusion of rustic and
state-of-the-art elements - you find
yourself in a mountain pasture.
Villa Vais © Kecko

4. Visionary and international Switzerland

The 'Bergoase' (mountain oasis) of

the Tschuggen Grand Hotel d'Arosa,

designed by Mario Botta in 2006, is

another example of architecture in

perfect harmony with the landscape.
Pointing to the sky and rooted in the
earth at the same time, this organically
shaped haven of well-being blends into

a fir-tree forest. As a former student of

Le Corbusier, Botta has a well-earned

reputation for his meticulous attention to
the local landscape.

Tschuggen Grand Hotel © Andres Passwirth via Wikimedia

Commons

The EPFL's Rolex Learning Center - just
a stone's throw from Lake Geneva -
was built by the Japanese architecture
firm SANAA in 2010. Shaped like a UFO
and also dotted with holes like a Swiss
cheese, the building is a far cry from
your typical mountain chalet. It is a fitting
expression of urban and international
Switzerland, where tomorrow's world
is being invented. The aim was to
showcase an institution that tops
international university rankings. The

architects succeeded beautifully - with

an unobtrusive sensibility that is typically
Swiss.
EPFL's Rolex Learning Center



HELVETIA I PAGE 9

While Switzerland owes its success to
its industrial sector, its industrial areas
are not usually known for their urbanistic
and industrial charm. The Actelion
Business Center in Allschwill, which
was also built by Herzog & de Meuron
and completed in 2010, is a notable
exception. This spectacular maze of
shapes shows a fun and irreverent side
of Switzerland.
Actelion Business Center © Sasha Cisar

8. Switzerland, a land of Smurfs?

The Santa Maria degli Angeli chapel,
designed by the world famous Swiss
architect Mario Botta, is a marvel of
contemporary architecture, with paintings by
Enzo Cucchi. The chapel, built from 1992
to 1996, is dedicated to Santa Maria degli
Angeli, and boasts innovative features in

terms of religious building design.
Mr Cattaneo, a local tycoon and owner

of the Monte Tamara cable car,
commissioned this votive chapel in remembrance

of his deceased wife.

Are the Swiss living in a country of
Smurfs? You might think so to look at the
'Smurf Building' in the heart of Geneva.
Built in 1984 by the Swiss architecture
firm Frei, Hunziker and Berthoud, this
riot of colours and curved lines evokes
Gaudf's style and demonstrates that the
Swiss can be decidedly quirky.
Smurf Building © Thierry Llansades

9. Two churches in Ticino

Mogno is a small hamlet in the Maggia
Valley (Val Lavizzara) at 1,180 m, which
has only been used as a Maiensäss
(assembly of houses in the mountains
used during the cattle grazing period)
since the 19th century. In 1986 an
avalanche destroyed the church and about
a dozen houses that were fortunately
uninhabited. In the 1990s the Ticinese
architect rebuilt the small church, which
is dedicated to John the Baptist.

The innovative building made from
alternating layers of native Peccia marble
and Vallemaggia granite was extremely
controversial, but eventually became
a landmark that is known far beyond
the borders of Switzerland. The church
has no windows, and the interior (which
seats about 15 people) is only illuminated

by natural light streaming in through
the glaSS rOOf. Source: myswitzeriand.com

The Swiss Café and Bakery has been operating

in Milford since 1993 and specialises in all things

Swiss. All our products are baked fresh daily

without the use of premixes. Some of our European

specialities include Berliners, Engadiner Nusstorte,

Zuger Kirschtorte, Swiss fruit flan and many more!

We also offer catering, special occasion cakes and

party breads upon order. As well as our baking

we offer cabinet food and a full cooked breakfast

menu in store. Although we have a wide range of

traditional products our bakers are always keen to

develop new products to keep up with customer

demands. We are proud to now have a wide

range of gluten free sweet and savoury
items which we endeavour to keep expanding!

We are also proud to serve award winning coffee

from Toasted Espresso.

Open:
Monday - Friday 7am - 4.30pm

Saturday & Sunday 7am - 2.30pm
find us on Facebook under Swiss Café and Bakery

SUJiSS CflF & ßflKCRV

5 Milford Rd, Milford, Auckland • Phone 489-9737
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6 May 2017
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If you see or make an interesting product,
whatever it is, please get in touch with me.
Or you might know someone that would like

to have a stall - a Swiss person, a European
product, or anything else ingenious, we would

love to hear from you.

Contact Tanja on 021 101 4432 or email

swissmarket@swiss.org.nz

A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER \"
SWISS

The quality of a Swiss watch,
neatly packaged in an airline.

It's the small things that make an airline great. At SWISS, we pay attention to every detail of our
service. From personal assistance, to inflight cuisine and entertainment programmes: it all makes a
difference. And with every flight we get just a little bit better. So you can count on enjoying your time
on board. Enjoy competitive and flexible airfares to Switzerland and onto Europe with connections via
Hong Kong, Shanghai, San Francisco and Los Angeles. For further information on Swiss airfares from
Hew Zealand contact your local bonded Travel Agent or visit SWISS.COM,

SWISS.COMQUALITY, SWISS MADE
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