
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 83 (2017)

Heft: [6]

Artikel: Urnäsch Sylvesterkläuse

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-943503

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 04.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-943503
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


HELVETIA A
MAGAZINE OF THE SWISS SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND H

Highlights

Inside

DECEMBER / JANUARY 2017/18 YEAR 83/84

Urnäsch Sylvesterkläuse December 31 and January 13

• Life Story

Merchant Seaman

• The Art of making

Birnenbrot

• Sieigh Parade Fidelis

• Turnip Festival

Word from Vice President

and Editor 2

Swiss Christmas Poems 3

How well do you know

Switzerland 4

OSA Report 5

Municipal Language

changes 5

H. Leuenberger - Seaman 6-7

Swiss Pension in NZ 7

Sleigh Ride Fideris 8-9

Eli Burkhalter 9

Author's inspired

by Switzerland 10

Richterswil Turnip Festival 11

Birnenbrot 12

Club News 13-16

Time is money 17

Chocolate Game for all 18

Graueli's story 18-19

Photo Gallery 20

The tradition of the Urnäsch Silvesterkläuse, a
custom over 200 years old, has developed from
simple begging in disguise into an expression
of creative handwork. It is assumed that
the festival does not have pagan origins, but
goes back to a late medieval Advent tradition
involving students of a monastic school.

In the 15th Century, with the celebrations
becoming increasingly wild and carnival-like,
the Catholic Church must have found that such
behaviour hardly befitted the Advent season,
which in turn may explain why the custom was
transferred from the Advent season to New
Year's Eve.

Today, the Klause wear robes and masks
which require a great deal of time and effort
to make. Three very different groups must
be distinguished: the Schöne (beautiful), of
whom more will be said, the Wüeschte (ugly),
who wear natural disguises in the form of pine
branches, moss, and frightening masks, and
the Schö-Wüeschte (less ugly), who use the
same materials for their disguise as the "ugly
ones" but look less so.

In the evening, most of them meet in small

groups and proceed from house to house.
Singing and ringing their bells, they wish
the families a prosperous year. They receive
small gifts of money which help to cover the
cost of the costumes and refreshments. The
headdresses of the "beautiful" Klause are
richly decorated and sometimes take as long
as 100 or more hours to make: the Wiiber, or
women, wear high, fancy bonnets with figures,
while the Mannevölcher, or men, carry carved
and painted scenes of rural life depicted on
flat boards. Actually all the costumes disguise
men, as the carrying of bells is a very strenuous
job. The "women" wear a belt which normally
has thirteen bells attached; the "men" carry a
large bell on both chest and back.

The event takes place in similar form on two
separate days, New Year's Eve and January
13. When Pope Gregory XIII introduced his
new calendar reform, some Reformed cantons
wanted nothing to do with this new regulation
and continued to use the old calendar up until
the eighteenth century hence the difference of
13 days. In some rural areas, both the old and
new calendars were printed side by side, and
so the Klause appeared on both days.
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