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Ka’oha nui, Hello, Bonjour

Father Yvan likes to call himself Pa Yvan Sergy, a Fidei Donum
Priest from the diocese of Basel in Switzerland. He has been a
priest for the last 16 years, spending 13 years in the Hamilton
diocese at the Cathedral in Hamilton (5 months), Gisborne
as assistant priest (4 and a half years), Tauranga as assistant
priest (2 years) and as Parish Priest in Gisborne again for 6
years. Since then he has been in the diocese of Te Fenua Enata
in the Marquesian Islands in French Polynesia for 3 years.

He is Parish Priest of two islands, Ua Pou and Ua Huka in the
Northern Group. Since last year he has also been appointed
as Diocesan Chancellor by Bishop Pascal Chang Soi, the
Ordinarius which means he will most probably be going to stay
along time there because as Diocesan Chancellor he has a big
responsibility that cannot be annulled that easily. He doesn't
mind at all because he is happy to help Bishop Pascal who is
very keen on his work and ways.

Since June 2016, Pa Yvan has had some tests done in Tahiti
because he started to struggle to lift his right toes. The result
is MND (Motor Neurone Disease), but the diagnosis hasn't
confirmed which exact case. He doesn’t have all the symptoms
of the famous Charcot or Lou Gehrig sickness, though it is still
the MND. So far he can still walk but with a stick and now he
needs a driver because he can’t drive anymore as his pelvis is
too weak to lift his legs. Pa Yvan would like to share how he
feels about this issue and how he is deeply at peace.

His priestly motto is the seven last words of Jesus Christ on
the cross: “Father, | put my spirit into your hands!” Well, he
found this motto even before his ordination and was always
very loving of it, hence why he took it as his priestly motto, even
when his spiritual Father told him: “it is a difficult one”!. Well,
when you love deeply and with confidence and trust, there are
no difficulties!

Pa Yvan does thank the diocese of Hamilton who has started
to pray for a miraculous healing through the intercession of Sr
Suzanne Aubert, for her sanctification. The diocese of Te Fenua
Enata prays too, so that they are not losing a priest where there
are only two of them!

See the photo of Pa Yvan sitting by the crib that he together
with the sculptors from the parish on the island created for the
Advent season. He created this inspired by the pestle and plate
called “tumu akau me te hoaka” that are used there to make
“kakou”, which is made with bread fruit.

For those of you who know Pa Yvan, I'm sure we would all
like to wish him all the best with his health. Father was at the
Hamilton Swiss Club’s 50th
Jubilee celebrations held at
the Claudelands Events Centre
in July 2006, and was the
celebrant at the Mass we held
the following day where we were
very privileged to have the Swiss-
Kiwi Yodel Group from Auckland
perform. One of Father’s wishes
is that the Yodel Group travel to
his Island to perform. | wonder if
this is possible?

Compiled by Anita Zuber
with information emailed by Pa Yvan
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