Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 82 (2016)

Heft: [6]

Artikel: Advent - the crafting time begins
Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944316

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 26.10.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944316
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

HELVETIA 3

MAGAZINE OF THE SWISS SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND

DECEMBER 2016/ JANUARY 2017 YEAR 81/82 _
Advent - The crafting time begins

Advent is a magical time. We Swiss celebrate
quite a few traditions that shorten the time until
Christmas Eve. The first sign that Christmas is
at our door step is the Christmas wreath. We
gather fir and winter foliage such as ivy and
box to cover a wreath ring made of straw and
decorate it either simply with four candles or add
bows and decorative objects to give it even a
more festive touch.

Traditionally, in many churches, each of the
four candles on an Advent wreath has their own
meaning. The first Sunday of Advent symbolizes
Hope; the second Faith; the third Joy and the
fourth Sunday Peace.

The first candle is lit on the first Sunday of
Advent, the Sunday four weeks prior to Christmas, followed by the second candle on the second
Sunday and so on. In many homes the wreath is placed on a table, and the candles are lit each
morning until the last candle is lit on the Sunday before Christmas. Advent calendars as we
know them today popped up around 1920. Every day a new door or window is opened between
Word from President December 1 and 24. Some are simple wall calendars; others are square or round, placed on a
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~ and Editor - table and illuminated with a candle from the inside so that each opened door reveals the scene
' with a glow to the viewer. Some calendars are more elaborate. Advent is also the time when
New Year's Message children write their wish list of gifts they hope to receive . Source: Wikipedia/www.swissvistas.com
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Christmas Market at Einsiedeln Monastery o u @ ' ( 1 %,
The Charming Monastery Town set against ine fantastic backdrop of the imposing Benedictine monastery and
sprawling along the length of the main street, the Christmas market in Einsiedeln is one of Switzerland'’s largest. The
delightfully decorated market stands, the enchanting Christmas illuminations and the enormous Christmas tree make
visitors’ eyes shine in wonder. The range on offer is completed by a wide variety of shops and stores full of eye-
catching decorations and mouth-watering Christmas Treats.
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