
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 82 (2016)

Heft: [5]

Artikel: Tourism ... how do we compare

Autor: Blaettler, Anna

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944311

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 07.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944311
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


HELVETIA I PAGE 11

Tourism how do we compare

Travelling is the only thing you buy
that makes you richer. We travel not to

escape life but for life not to escape us.

New Zealand has become one of the
dream destinations, a perceived safe
place many people have on their bucket
list, a place to visit once in their lifetime.

I've been a tourist myself in this country
and have seen many beautiful spots.
Whilst living in the Waikato I'm regularly
drawn to the South Island just so that I

can get my dose of mountains - can't
have a life without "Baerge".

Total estimated visitor spending in New
Zealand continues to grow and reached
NZ$ 9.7 billion for the year ending
2015, up 31 % on the previous year.
World-wide, NZ only gets under half a

percentage of the international travel
market. By comparison NZ$ 30 Billion
were generated in Switzerland during
2014.

NZ lists 142 000 guest beds,
Switzerland 270 000, these figures
don't include B&B s and Holiday
Homes or AirBnB.

I own a small part of this prosperous
enterprise, a Holiday Park in Te Aroha.
It's a good time to be involved, when
everyone in this industry thinks so
positively. Camping is an easy holiday.
You just roll up, pitch a tent and watch
the children play while you prepare a
BBQ with your friends.

About 10% of New Zealand's Tourism
earnings are generated in Holiday Parks.
Switzerland has 250 - 300 camping
platze whereas New Zealand has more
like 350. Both countries also offer cabin
accommodation. The holiday park
sector provides 36% of New Zealand's
commercial accommodation capacity
and 19% of commercial guest nights.

• In the year ended December 2015
holiday parks provided 7,024,063 guest
nights, an average of 60 people staying
in each of the 300 or so parks in New
Zealand every night....not that many in

Te Aroha I might add.

• Guest nights to holiday parks are
made up of 32% international visitors
and 68% domestic visitors. Lately
there has been a significant increase in

Asian and Indian families trying out the
camping experience, flashing their brand
new gear with gadgets galore. Putting
up a tent has become so much easier
with the new designs. These families

are often immigrants to NZ themselves
and many are Aucklanders having short
adventures to the countryside.

• While staying at holiday parks, guests
contribute over $1 billion in direct
expenditure to local communities.

• Approximately $612 million (60%)
of the expenditure is contributed by
domestic travelers, with the balance
of $405 million (40%) by international
travelers.

Camping Plaetze in Switzerland are similar

to those in New Zealand. Base charges
are similar but extra fees make the Swiss
option much more expensive in the end.
In Switzerland you have to pay Tourist Tax,
peoples individual fees, cleaning costs,
rubbish fees, power connection fees and
coins are required to run hot taps of water
in the laundry. There is even a dog tax. If

you consider spending your Swiss Holiday
camping, there is a comprehensive list of
Holiday Parks online, including videos and
booking sites under
www.swisscamps.ch.

Compiled by Anna Blaettler
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