Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 82 (2016)

Heft: [4]

Artikel: Swiss National Day

Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944296

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 12.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944296
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

HELVETIA

MAGAZINE OF THE SWISS SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND

Highlights

e |ntroducing new

Swiss Society Team

e [nventions

Staheli Lifestory

1st August message
from Ambassador

Swiss World Records

Word from President
and Editor

1st of August speech
by the Ambassador

New Editorial Team
OSA News

The Gotthard through
the ages

World Records
Life Stories

Swiss Invention

A bit more History
Photo Gallery
Club News

Kids’ Corner
Obituaries
Contact details

Photo Gallery
Swiss Society AGM

09

10-11

12-13

13

14

15-20

21

22-23

23

24

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2016

R

YEAR 82

Swiss National Day

Since 1891, the first of August has been celebrated as Swiss National Day. The date refers to
an historic alliance concluded in 1291 by the three cantons of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden.
This alliance was to become the focal point around which the Switzerland of today was built
over the next 500 years. Men from these three cantons “at the beginning of the month of August
1291” swore eternal allegiance to one another, promising mutual help and assistance. The alliance
was mainly formed against the Habsburgs, who were striving to strengthen their position in the
strategic region leading to the Gotthard Pass at the time.

Today August 1st is celebrated exclusively
within the communities; a radio or television
broadcast by the President of the Swiss
Confederation is the only exception to this
esteemed federal principle. Communal
celebrations comprise of solemn words
spoken by a prominent public figure from
political or cultural life. There is also a concert,
choir or gymnastic presentations and the
community singing the national anthem.
Wealthy communities or tourist offices may
also sponsor a display of fireworks.

In the fourteenth century, the expulsion of
foreign bailiffs was signaled to neighbouring
communities by fires lit mainly on hills and
other elevated spots. Today, bonfires are lit
in commemoration of those days. Children
carrying lighted paper lanterns roam the

streets at night. Public and private buildings
are decorated with national, cantonal, and
community flags, and the bakers produce
special bread rolls with a small Swiss flag on
top.

A special kind of celebration takes place at
the Rhine Falls near Schaffhausen.The first
illumination of the Rhine Falls took place in
1857 on the occasion of the inauguration
of the Rhine Falls train from Winterthur to
Schaffhausen. Since 1920, it has been
illuminated regularly on August 1, and since
1966 exclusively so.

Rutlischwur oath re-enactment takes place
annually on the Rutli meadow by Lake Luzern
in Uri, this brings to life the historic alliance of
1291.

http//:www.myswitzerland.com

Photo Rheinfall celebrations courtesy Schaffhauserland Tourismus
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