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of life in Switzerland through continued
subscription to the “Tagesanzeiger”.
Her working life included working as
a secretary, first in Canada and then at
Auckland University.

While exploring her spirituality Heidi
met Yoshi Sakurai from Japan, and they
initiated a project that was in line with
her ideals of environmental sustainability
and respect for the land at Kaiwaka,
north of Auckland. She invested a lot
of time and energy into this project, and
eventually built, in her own inimitable
way, a small cottage for herself which
she called her ‘hermitage’. A lot of time
was spent there in the last two years,
and she derived much pleasure from the
wild beauty of the place, preferring to let
nature grow rather than meddle.

Music, especially classical music and
a love of opera were life-long sources of
pleasure and nourishment. Heidi seized
every opportunity to connect with the
Swiss community, especially when it was
an event that had a cultural content, like
movies or concerts. Heidi lived indepen-
dently within a good circle of friends,
took part in various language and cultural
societies and studied the stars, music,
anthroposophy, history, spirituality and
several different languages. She was
a private person who enjoyed time of
solitude. Right up to the end she was
determined to manage her own affairs in
her own way and did just that.

Being an Oma to Aleksander and Nikolas
was a delight in her later years and she
got to know the boys as she and Helen
exchanged visits between Auckland and
Australia. Stephen and his mother have
shared much in common and supported
each other through their respective times
of ease and ache, a real connection of
spirit and being present to each other.

The Auckland Swiss club has lost a very
inspirational member; our condolences
go out to her family.

By Trudi Fill-Weidmann, adapted from her
Jamily’s writing

Would you like to know how the Swiss in New Zealand celebrated Swiss National day
60 years ago? Then we have got just the article for you from 1954. Apart from the
fact that we may seem a tiny little less patriotic about our country’s birthday nowadays
(maybe because we are way more connected with our home country these days due
to technology) not much has changed really. However if you read the article about cars
at the end of the page — everything has changed! Just imagine you would have told
them about an SUV in 1954 — they would have thought you’ve gone coo coo... !
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