Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 78 (2012)

Heft: [7]

Nachruf: Obituaries : Marie Regina (Molly) Gianotti
Autor: [s.n]

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 27.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

PAGE 23

Lena Rosa Mary Hermann
30-04-1923 ~ 03-07-2012

Marie Regina (Molly) Gianotti
06-12-1916 ~ 17-07-2012

Lena lived almost her entire life in
the shadow of Mount Taranaki, being
born in Hawera and her limited
schooling taking place at Matapu
and Eltham in South Taranaki.

Her family moved often from farm to
farm, as her father was not a skilled
farmer, having arrived from Switzer-
land skilled as a tailor. Lena enjoyed
music and dancing in and around
Hawera and Kaponga. To get to the
dances Werner rode a horse and
Lena went by bicycle. It was at a
Swiss dance that she met and later
married Werner Kasper Hermann in
1946.

Soon after Werner's return from
WWII serving in the lIslands, they
moved to Waitoitoi, North Taranaki
where they took over Werner's fa-
ther’'s farm, milking cows and rearing
pigs. They were to stay there for 50
years, raising 5 excellent children
and having a major involvement in
the school and church community of
the area. Lena and Werner moved to
Maida Vale retirement village in
1997. Lena was a good indoor
bowler, music teacher, typist and
farm secretary, but is best remem-
bered for her hospitality and ready
meals. Sadly missed by her 5 chil-
dren, 14 grand-children and 7 great
grand-children .

Marie Regina (Molly) Gianotti
passed away in Auckland, on 17"
July 2012, aged 95.

She was born in Kaponga, Taranaki
only daughter of Franz and Regina
Steiner. Her early school days were
at Finnity Road Primary School, be-
fore going to St Joseph's School in
Eltham.

She had 4 sons, including twins, un-
der the age of 3 years and 6 weeks
at the time. A daughter, Geraldine,
arrived 6 years later.

At the age of nine, she travelled with
her grandmother, Regina Leuthard,
to Switzerland aboard ship. A pas-
senger on the ship at the same time
was Harry Truman, President of the
USA. That was the only time she
visited Switzerland. At the age of 16
she passed her driving test and re-
tained her licence till age 91.

After her marriage to Rodolfo
(1939), she worked on the Stuart
Road farm just out of Eltham, with
her parents, and later moved into
town where she and Rodolfo bought
a large house in King Edward Street.
Here, the "family" swelled to 18 with
the addition of 11 boarders, many of
whom became like family and re-
mained in contact with Molly right up
to her death.

1949 saw the family move to a new
house in Stanners Street, Eltham,
and in 1955 the decision was made
to move to Auckland. They resided
in the suburb of Green Lane and
owned a very successful Milk/Bar
dairy. Molly became interested in
horse racing, as the area was adja-
cent to Ellerslie Racecourse, and a
lot of racing people were regular
customers. They came in large num-
bers on a Friday for the Saturday
tips and of course felt obliged to
spend a few of shillings at the same
time. Her picking winners abilities
were well known in the district.

In 1960, the family moved to the
suburb of Hillsborough. At this time
and with more free time available,
they increased their involvement with
the Auckland Swiss Club and fre-
quently enjoyed the company of fel-
low members at the Social evenings
held at the Kitchener Street club-
rooms.

And yes she did her bit in helping to
run the very successful socials.
Never without a job, she worked for
a number of Auckland's prominent
retailers, the highlight of this being
the Manager of Lilli Freeman's Fash-
ion Store in Symonds Street. She
"retired" in the mid 1980s and took
up Lawn bowls as one of her favour-
ite pastimes, which included running
Housie evenings for the local parish
church and school. Her interest in
betting on racehorses continued ($3
bets) and evenings at the Swiss club
playing cards.

She moved to Caughey-Preston Re-
tirement home in 2011 and remained
there till her death. She will be fondly
remembered by many who passed
through her welcoming front door of
her last house in One Tree Hill and
enjoyed her delightful Swiss baking.

The Auckland Swiss Club

extends heartfelt sympathies to
the bereaved families and friends.
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