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Summer is over. For us in Wel-
lington it ended at the end of
March, with one digit tempera-
tures at night. Then it settled
again, and we had the most glori-
ous autumn days. Thanks to the
cold spell in-between they came
like presents, and we appreciated
these sunny, calm days and made
the most of them.

Hm, how do you make the
most of a sunny, calm day?
Friends and I decided to be un-
Swiss, and instead of working in
the garden we went for a long
walk to Pencarrow Lighthouse.
We had a shared picnic on a sun-
bleached log, and without exactly
looking for them, we found iri-
descent paua shells - and of
course my favourites, cat’s eyes.
For those of you who live far
from the sea: Cat’s eyes are the
doors with which the common
sea snail Turbo smaragdus pro-
tects itself against drying out and
against predators. The door, the
cat’s eye, is part of the snail’s
foot and acts as a door when the
snail withdraws into its shell. But
even with that protection, each
creature eventually dies. The
snail shell eventually breaks, the
soft body of the snail disinte-
grates; what is most durable is
the door, lost in the gravel or
sand, with nothing to protect
anymore. Cat’s eyes are beautiful,
almost round, with a delicate spi-
ral on the flat side and a tinge of
grey-brown-green on the round
side. I like the idea of closing the
door and being protected. I don’t
quite like as much to be re-
minded that the protection is the
only thing that survives, long af-
ter the creature it was meant to
protect has died...

Well, we got home safely, the
shoulders a bit sore from the
pack with the shells we found,
the feet a bit blistered. And yes,
there was still time to cut back
the tiger lilies, to pull out the
cape gooseberry bush. And the
rest of the garden will have to
wait. It will wait; have you ever
seen a garden running away?
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I hope you all
had a nice Easter
break, which is
always a good
time to catch up
with the family,
and relax. Sum-
mer is coming slowly (or if you
live in Wellington, very quickly)
to an end.

The Wellington Swiss club is
already busy, making prepara-
tions for hosting the upcoming
Swiss Society AGM and Cowbell
competition final, which will be
held in Wellington on the 4-5
June 2011 (Queen’s Birthday
Weekend).

As last year’s winner of the
Swiss Society Cowbell competi-
tion, we are spending the last few

weeks admiring it before the
cowbell is removed from its
‘Ehrenplatz’ in the Wellington
Swiss Club. I would like to en-
courage as many members,
friends and families to attend the
event. It would also be an oppor-
tunity to interact with our am-
bassador who would like actively
participate in discussions, and
issues of interest to members.
This year, perhaps we could
change the format slightly, to
also include an issues section for
mutual discussion, or questions
and answers.

Have a safe journey and drive
carefully.

Uf Wiederluege
Roland Schiitz
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