Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 76 (2010)

Heft: [10]

Artikel: Abies alba: Weisstanne; European silver fir ; Picea abies: Fichte,
Rottanne; Norway spruce

Autor: [s.n.]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944274

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 03.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944274
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Sender:

The Secretary of the Swiss Society of New Zealand Inc
Trudi Brihlmann

401 Marine Drive

Mahina Bay

Eastbourne

Lower Hutt 5013

New Zealand
Permit No. 93966

Permit @w

HELVELZIA

Magazine for Members of the Swiss Society of New Zealand Inc

FLORA IN SWITZERLAND ‘

Abies alba: Weisstanne; European
silver fir

Abies alba, commonly known as the European
silver fir, is a fir native to Europe. It is a large ever-
green coniferous tree growing to 40-50m tall and
with a trunk diameter of up to 1.5m. The largest
measured tree was 68 m tall and had a trunk diame-
ter of 3.8 m. It occurs at altitudes of 300m-1,700m,
on mountains with a rainfall of over 1,000mm.

. The leaves are needle-like,
flattened, glossy dark green
above, and with two greenish
white bands below. The
cones are upright, 9-17cm
long.

Silver Fir is the species
first used as a Christmas
tree, but has been largely
replaced by Nordmann Fir,
which has denser, more at-
W tractive foliage.

Nordmann Fir
(Abies nordmanniana)
is a fir native to the
mountains south and
east of the Black Sea. It
occurs at altitudes of
between 900m-2,200m
on mountains with a

rainfall of over
1,000 mm.

The leaves are nee-
dle-like, flattened,
glossy dark green
above, with two blue-
white bands below.

e

The cones are upright.

20

Nordmann Fir is one of the most important spe-
cies grown for Christmas trees, being favoured for
its attractive foliage, with needles that are not
sharp, and do not drop readily when the tree dries
out.

It is also a popular ornamental tree in parks and
large gardens.

Picea abies: Fichte, Rottanne:
Norway Spruce

Picea abies (previously known as Picea excelsa) is
a large evergreen coniferous tree growing to 35-55
m tall and with a trunk diameter of up to 1.5 m. The
shoots are orange-brown and hairless. The leaves
are needle-like, 12-24mm long, quadrangular in
cross-section, and dark green on all four sides. The
cones hang
down, are 9-
17cm long and
have bluntly to
sharply triangu-
lar-pointed scale
tps.: . They - are
green or reddish,
maturing brown.
The Norway
Spruce is one of
the most widely
planted spruces, both in and outside of its native
range, and one of the most economically important
coniferous species in Europe. It is used in forestry
for timber and paper production, and as an orna-
mental tree in parks and gardens. It is also widely
planted for use as a Christmas tree. It can grow fast
when young, up to 1m per year for the first 25 years
under good conditions, but becomes slower once
over around 20 m tall. from the internet
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