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CONGRATULATIONS

Walter & Agnes Steiner’s 70th Wedding Anniversary

More than 150 family and friends,
both Swiss and kiwi, attended their
anniversary luncheon held at Pat and
Lynda Steiner’s home

Walter’s parents, Anton Steiner
and Elisa (nee Betschart) came to
New Zealand from Central Switzer-
land and were unable to return to
Switzerland due to the outbreak of
WWI1. Walter was born January 28th,
1917, the 4th child of 7.

Bride and groom

Agnes, one of 8, is of Irish-English
descent. Her family has been in NZ
since the early 1800s. She grew up in
Devonport.

Walter and Agnes were married
on 12th June, 1940. Agnes took to
farming life, and being farm employ-
ees became their lifestyle for the first
20 years. During this time Kevin,
Denis, Monica, Patrick, Gemma, Ed-
ward and Loretta were born.

Walter and Agnes bought their
first farm at Taupiri and added Greg-
ory, Anton and Gerard to the family.
They moved to a Huntly farm and in
1983 they moved into town, to retire.

Not that they ever really retired!
They were still a very busy couple.
Agnes’ cooking abilities range from
traditional kiwi tucker to Swiss bak-
ing treats. Walter with his tractor and
baler has been spotted around town
for years doing odd jobs for small
lifestyle block owners. The tractor,
much to Walter's disappointment,
had to be sold recently. A grandson
has bought it to restore it to its for-
mer glory.

Walter and Agnes have also been
active in the Hamilton Swiss Club.
Walter made and donated many
wood carvings towards Swisscard
evening prizes. They both enjoy
Swiss traditions, music, food and
playing Swiss cards. You could often
hear the sound of yodelling or Swiss
dance music playing as you passed
their home.

The family have increased to in-
clude 47 grandchildren and 47 great-
grandchildren - with 4 more known

to arrive by early 2011. They enjoy
attending the weddings, baptisms
and other celebrations of their
grandchildren and greats. Although
Walter and Agnes never visited Swit-
zerland they enjoy hearing from and
about the grandchildren who are liv-
ing and working overseas.

Agnes and Walter holding hands

Since January of this year, 2010,
Agnes & Walter have left their own
home and now live with Edward &
Kathy where they have their own self
contained end of the house. The an-
niversary brought together all ten of
their children. Many smiles were had
by all and Walters teasing and wit
kept everyone on their toes. While a
family photo was being taken out-
side, it started to rain. Walter
climbed quickly inside through the
window instead of walking round to
the door, still showing great agility
when needed!
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The quality of a Swiss watch,
neatly packaged in an airline.

It's the small things that make an airline great. At SWISS, we pay attention to every detail of our
service. From personal assistance, to inflight cuisine and entertainment programmes: it all makes a
difference. And with every flight we get just a little bit better. So you can count on enjoying your time
on board. Enjoy competitive and flexible airfares to Switzerland and onto Europe with connections via
Hong Kong, Shanghai, San Francisco and Los Angeles. For further information on Swiss airfares from
New Zealand contact your local bonded Travel Agent or visit SWISS.COM.
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