
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 76 (2010)

Heft: [1]

Artikel: Via Mala

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944109

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 20.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944109
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


GRAUBÜNDEN

Via Mala

To experience the Via Mala in full, don't miss out
on descending 321 'safe' steps to the Rhine, admiring

the potholes and the old bridge dating from
1739, and hiking along the old pack trail.

Zillis

The earliest preserved, figuratively painted
wooden ceiling in Europe can be seen above the
nave of St Martin's Church in Zillis. Today only three
other painted ceilings from the Middle Ages remain.

St Martin's church in Zillis

You can walk through the Viamala (Via Mala)
from Thusis on the old pack trail. In May 1788,
Goethe travelled to Italy through the Via Mala.
Although he didn't leave any literary records of the
trip, he did make some pen-and-ink and pencil
sketches to document his route.

The Zillis ceiling comprises 153 painted panels,
arranged as on a medieval map of the world. There is
a border representing the ocean surrounding the
Continent, on which the Life of Christ and the
legend of St Martin are portrayed.

Juf

Juf, at 2126 m above sea level, is the highest
village with permanent residents in Switzerland and in
Europe. It has a population of about 24 inhabitants
divided over 6 families. They were 20 in 1991 and
30 in 2001. The first inhabitants were immigrant
Walser who arrived in 1292.

Ceiling of St Martin church in Zillis

In winter the parishioners do without heating in
the church for the sake of the paintings and hold
their services in the parish hall. Only funeral
services and the school Christmas celebrations on
Christmas Eve take place in the moderately heated
church during the cold season. from the internet
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