
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 75 (2009)

Heft: [6]

Artikel: Swiss government sinks youth visa agreement with Australia

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944488

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 09.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944488
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


SWISS NEWS

Swiss Government sinks youth visa

agreement with Australia wB
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The government's decision to
scotch a young people's cultural
exchange system with Australia
has ruffled official feathers down
under.

The Swiss embassy in
Canberra has accused politicians in
Bern of showing a "lack of political

will" after they buried plans
for a working-holiday visa.

The idea of the Working Holiday

Visa (WHV) is to spend a year
in Australia, travel around,
discover another culture, perfect
your English - and at the same
time be able to study and work.
In 2008 more than 154,000 people

aged 18-30 from 25 countries
benefited. However, Swiss youngsters

are going to have to
continue waiting. The justice ministry

has decided it wants nothing
to do with the scheme - more
than four years after a request
from Australia.

The four reasons the ministry
cites when justifying its decision
focus on the young Australians
who would come to Switzerland,
as the WHV obviously works both
ways.

The first reason is legal.
"Switzerland does not recognise
'working tourist' as a status,"
says Roland Fliikiger, head of the
emigration service of the Federal
Migration Office. "The legal basis
is not sufficient. A vote in parliament

would be needed to change
it, but that would take two to
three years. In our opinion
there's no point in changing the
entire law over one article in it."

Another issue is that the free
movement of people agreement
between Switzerland and the
European Union means Switzerland

has to be "more strict with
third countries", according to
Flükiger. Only candidates with
special qualifications will be
accepted.

A third significant factor is
the opposition of the cantons,
responsible for issuing work
permits in the first place. Fast year
two-thirds said they were against

the new status and the rest
wanted first of all to see the
details of an agreement.

Finally, there's the economic
crisis. "With a rising unemployment

rate, people don't want to
add another group of workers to
the market," Flükiger said. "We're
not afraid of an Australian invasion,

but if we start introducing a

new sort of work permit, you can
be sure that other countries will
make the same requests."

While politicians in Switzerland

are killing off the project,
Swiss representatives on the
other side of the world have been
fighting for more than four years
to bring it to fruition.

Everyone contacted by
swissinfo.ch, at the consulate as
well as the embassy, supported
the programme and clearly
regrets Bern's rejection, based on
assumptions and fears.

Claude-André Barbey, number
two in the Swiss embassy in the
Australian capital Canberra and
who spoke to swissinfo.ch in the
ambassador's absence, was
amazed above all by the excessive

caution on the part of the
cantons.

"Our cantonal authorities
don't get out of Switzerland
enough," he said. "Some of them
seem to be terrified about being
invaded by Australians. They
have a completely warped view of
the world, thinking that everyone
wants to cling to the Swiss boat!"

Barbey criticised above all the
"lack of political will" on the part
of the justice ministry, ultimately
in charge of this dossier within
Switzerland. It's too easy, he said,
to use the cantons, and now the
economic crisis, as a pretext.

"We've been going round in
circles for years - enough's
enough!" he said. "We've scored
an own goal by depriving young
Swiss people of an opportunity
to travel the world and learn English.

Our politicians don't want to
cross swords with the cantons."

from swissinfo
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