
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 75 (2009)

Heft: [5]

Artikel: Tarnished wartime records

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944473

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 07.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944473
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


SWISS NEWS

The hidden past of Swiss who
had fought in the Wehrmacht

It is estimated that around 3.5 million members
of the German army and the SS were imprisoned in
Russia, following Hitler's ill-fated attempt to invade
the Soviet Union. Around two million of them
returned home, the last in 1956. Among them were a
number of Swiss who had fought alongside the
Nazis.

More than 2,000 Swiss fought alongside the Nazis,

but it is not known how many of them were
prisoners. German nationality was paramount for
enlisting in the Wehrmacht and most of these Swiss
had dual nationality. Some also joined the defence
units of the SS, the elite corps of the Nazi party, in
particular the 6th mountain division.

They were young, between the ages of 17 and 25

years old, mostly from the cantons of Bern and
Zurich, and they were from all sections of society.

Not all the Swiss were Nazi sympathisers, some
wanted to fight the Bolsheviks, others were searching

for work or adventure. Some were simply fleeing
broken relationships.

What they did was illegal in Switzerland although
many stipulated that they would only join up if they
did not have to fight against Switzerland.

Switzerland came down hard on the Swiss who
had joined the Wehrmacht or the SS. In 1943 the
government decreed that all Swiss citizens with dual
citizenship who had cooperated with the Third
Reich should be deprived of their Swiss nationality.
This was applied to 29 cases by the end of 1945.

If Swiss ex Wehrmacht soldiers returned to
Switzerland, they had to face military justice, with
sentences depending on the person's private and military

reputation as well as his motives for joining a

foreign army.
from swissinfo

Tarnished wartime records

The surrender of Nazi Germany ended six years
of horror for Europe, and was a huge relief for neutral

Switzerland. The country had spent the war trying

to avoid antagonising the Nazis, and had lived in
constant fear of invasion.

In the 1990s, uncomfortable revelations surfaced
about Swiss banks handling assets looted by the Nazis

and refusing to release details of dormant
accounts held by Holocaust victims.

The scandals prompted the government to set up
an independent commission of experts, led by Swiss
historian Jean-François Bergier, to investigate
Switzerland's wartime past.

The final report, published in 2002, shattered
many myths about the country's wartime history.
Bergier's commission found that government and
industry had cooperated with the Nazis, and that
Switzerland had turned away thousands of Jewish
refugees at its borders.

The report also destroyed the idea that Switzerland's

defences had saved it from Nazi invasion, and
highlighted the uneasy relationship the Swiss had
had with Germany.

In the five-year probe into Switzerland's wartime
past presented in 2002, the Independent Commission

of Experts (ICE) condemned government policy
towards the Nazis and the treatment of refugees.

Border guards turned away at least 24,000 refugees

during the Second World War, most of them
Jews. Yet Switzerland did provide sanctuary to some
300,000 people during the war years. swissinfo

Die gute Unterhaltung besteht nicht darin,
dass man selbst etwas Gescheites sagt,
sondern dass man etwas Dummes anhören kann.
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QUALITY, SWISS MADE.

The quality of a Swiss watch,
neatly packaged in an airline.

It's the small things that make an airline great. At SWISS, we pay attention to every detail of our
service. From personal assistance, to inflight cuisine and entertainment programmes: it all makes a

difference. And with every flight we get just a little bit better. So you can count on enjoying your time
on board. Enjoy competitive and flexible airfares to Switzerland and onto Europe with connections via

Hong Kong, Shanghai and Los Angeles. For further information on Swiss airfares from New Zealand

contact your local bonded Travel Agent or visit SWISS.COM.
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