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EDITORIAL

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Autumn has come a bit early -
but now I hope it’ll stay for a
while, and we’ll get many more
golden days.

Summer was busy for many,
with family and friends visiting,
and winter will be busy again - at
least for those who want to es-
cape it and spend some weeks or
even months in Switzerland and
elsewhere in the northern hemi-
sphere. A lot of thought goes into
packing, and buying presents,
and planning the itinerary!

I stay here in winter, and I
look forward to some time with
my silent friends, the books I've
accumulated over the years. I've
read most of- my books, but
friends have sent me some new
ones, and visitors left books be-
hind, for me to read and to pass
on.

A second reading of an old
friend can hold surprises, too. A
while ago I came across a book
that was a bestseller when it ap-
peared, warning of all sorts of
grave misfortunes in the near
future. Well, the then near future
has arrived, and with it the au-
thor’s predictions have come
true. However, mankind seems to
be adaptable to a surprising ex-
tent, and disaster hasn’t struck,
or rather we found a way to live
in it quite comfortably and oblivi-
ous of the losses.

One of my silent friends had
disintegrated into separate
leaves, and I ran the risk of los-
ing half of it to the Northerly. A
kind friend has given me a new
copy, and I can read in the gar-
den again, without having to
chase pages all over the section.

Another of my silent friends
went awol and had to be replaced
by a new copy; I'm so pleased to
have it again, can read it again,
cherish it, think about it, lend it
to Swiss friends here who will
appreciate it, too - and who will
give it back once they have read
it.

I like my silent friends - and
they don’t mind if they have to
sleep while real friends come for

a cup of coffee.
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I hoffe dir heit aui e schoni
Oschtere gha, u die Zit gnosse fiir
Erholig u wie me seit “recharge
the batteries”, u itz muesi no chli
plagiere, mir hei ndmlich =z
Wellington di ganzi Zit sunnigi u
fascht windstiui Tage gha, wo d
Mueter abgreised isch am
Ziischtig het si nid emau chonne
chlage wigem Luft z Wellington. I
hoffe fescht, es wird no chli so
bliibe.

While summer is now coming
slowly to an end, social activities
in the various Swiss clubs are
just beginning to take momen-
tum. The first big event of our
social and cultural calendar is the
national Swiss Society AGM, to be
held at Hamilton Swiss Club, on
the 30 May 2009. I would like to

extend our thanks to the host,
Hamilton Swiss Club, who are
busy organising this fun-filled
national event, including the final
of the Cowbell competition. I
would like to encourage the
wider membership and friends
around the country to attend this
event, as it is a good opportunity
to meet our wide network of
Swiss compatriots throughout
the North Island, in the same
place, at the same time.

I look forward to meet you all,
and hear about all the activities
planned for the coming year.

Have a safe journey and drive
carefully.

Uf Wiederluege

Roland
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