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Sahara crossing by Andrea Vogel

It is 150 years since the last Europeans completed this route across the
Sahara desert. In medieval times and up to the early 20t century, Bedou-
ins used this route to transport salt and other goods on camel back across
the desert. But over the last decades the desert has increased a great deal,
some of the once active wells have dried out and oases just vanished in the
sand. Another problem are the different war lords.

Andrea Vogel came up with the idea of crossing the Sahara on foot a
while ago. He had great difficulties to find local guides experienced enough
to lead him through the desert. He started in Timbuktu, Mali, and walked
to Marrakesh, Morocco, in 71 days. He was accompanied by two Tuareg

guides and a number of camels
carrying their luggage. On the
way he climbed the highest
peak of Northern Africa, Mt.
Jebel Toubkal 4167 m, and
crossed the Erg Chech, the
greatest sand sea on earth. In
Marrakesh he was welcomed
and congratulated to his out-
standing achievement by a
representative of the king of
Morocco and the Swiss ambas-
sador.

Andrea Vogel was born in 1958 in Griisch,
Kanton Graubiinden. He was leader of sev-
eral expeditions. He is also a photographer,
writer and lecturer. He also has an entry in
the Guiness Book of Records for climbing
eleven peaks in the Swiss Alps within 24
hours. Another outstanding athletic and men-
tal achievement was the solo surrounding of
Switzerland, along the Swiss border. The rea-
son for his adventures is to encourage others
to give way to personal longings and go for
the impossible. Paul Werthmiiller
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