
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 74 (2008)

Heft: [2]

Artikel: Of knights and ruins

Autor: Brühlmann, Trudi

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-943616

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 12.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-943616
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


Sender:
The Secretary of the Swiss Society of New Zealand Inc
Trudi Brühlmann
401 Marine Drive
Mahina Bay
Eastbourne
Lower Hütt 5013

New Zealand Permit
Permit No. 93966

Mr A arid Mrs M Drummond
Salisbury Road
R D 24
Stratford 4394

HELVETIA
Magazine for Members of the Swiss Society of New Zealand Inc

NEWS FROM SWITZERLAND

Of knights and ruins
Did you ever wonder what might have happened to

all the knights whose castles are in ruins all over
Switzerland? I remember quite a few
Schulreisen to a ruin that stimulated
our imagination. Ruins are romantic
and ideal to play hide and seek — to
the chagrin of the teachers who are
haunted by their imagination of all
that could happen to their students.
But then: Why did they choose a ruin
as the destination of the Schulreise?
I guess they couldn't resist the
romantic attraction either.

We all love to see ourselves as
valiant knights or languishing ladies- though chances
are we'd much rather have been a peasant, little more
than a slave, at the mercy of every whim of our master,

living in a damp hut with a dirt floor and a leaky
thatched roof.

Well, what happened to the knights? Sitting on my
shady terrace on a warm summer afternoon, sipping a

nice cup of coffee, I was enchanted
by my trusty history book — and
found the answer :

Some knights went to the court of
the great kings and powerful dukes
and were rarely ever home. - Some
became robber knights, brigands —

maybe a glamourous life? I doubt it;
the upright citizens of the area used
to put an end to that glory pretty
swiftly. - And some sold their property

to the next city and became
ordinary, if noble, citizens of that city. And so the castles
were abandoned and decayed and now only serve the
purpose of being nostalgic Schulreise destinatioms. tb
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"Welcome to SWISS Business
Please take a bed."

Stretch out in your spacious lie-flat seat for the ultimate
in sleeping comfort. And enjoy the extra legroom and our
attentive service.

To find out what more SWISS has in store for the
discerning traveller call 09 977 2388, your travel agent
or visit swiss.com

i
i


	Of knights and ruins

