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OBITUARY LETTER

Wendel Franz Appert
1931 - 2008

Wendel grew up on the family
farm in Ibach, Schwyz, together
with two brothers and six sis-
ters. After attaining an Agricul-
tural Diploma he joined a fel-
low student in 1956 for the
long trip to New Zealand. He
worked in Hikutaia for a short
time before taking up farm positions in Taranaki. Five
years later he returned to Switzerland where he met
and married Kathy in 1963. Back in New Zealand they
took up sharemilking positions and bought their own
farm in 1976 at Okato. Together they had three sons
and three daughters, Daniel, Luzia, Catherine, Peter,
Bernadette and Martin.

From an early age he suffered from arthritis in his
hips which required many operations. But this did not
stop him from working hard on the farm and in later
years supporting and helping out his sons who all
took on farming careers.

His hobbies included growing grapes. He spent
many hours tending to them with great pride and joy.
Beekeeping was also a great passion; there was always
plenty of honey. A favourite pastime was the game of
Jass with friends and family. Wendel greatly valued
time spent with his family, including thirteen grand-
children.

After twenty-five years he finally travelled back to
Switzerland; mainly to catch up with family. And in
later retirement years more time was spent travelling,
with a few trips around New Zealand and Australia
which he immensely enjoyed. Wendel enjoyed the ca-
maraderie of Swiss Club functions.

Sadly Wendel did not recover from his courageous
battle with cancer.

The Taranaki Swiss Club and the Swiss Society of
New Zealand extend their deepest sympathy to Kathy
and family.

Recommended airlines are clea
marked with a cross.

QUALITY, SWISS MADE.

Quality: we owe it to the symbol painted on our aircraft. The Swiss cross stands for high quality standards in all we do to live up to our commitment. SWISS received the
2007 Business Traveller Award distinction of Best Airline for European Service. Particularly noted as outstanding were the airline’s cabin crew, cabin comfort, lounges and
service on the ground. Contact your local bonded Travel Agent for further information on SWISS airfares. Visit SWISS.COM to find out all the other things we do to make
each and every flight as comfortable as possible for our guests.
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