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| OBITUARY

Francis Thomas Walker (Tom)
Husband of Ottilia Pauline Walker
(nee Engelberger)

Tom passed away peacefully surrounded by his
family on 9 June 2007 aged 86 years in Tauranga.
He died the day after their 64th wedding anniver-
sary. They were married in Hawera in 1943.

They moved to Reporoa and then to Tauranga
where they spent the last 16 years, before moving
ot the retirement apartments 3 1/2 years ago after
Tom had a mild stroke. Both Tom and Tilly sup-
ported and enjoyed the Swiss community for many
years and would make every opportunity to join in
the activities of the Taranaki Swiss Club espe-
cially family events, the 1st August and Swiss Pic-
nic celebrations.

Tom was a true gentleman, and he was always
supportive of his family. His wife Tilly was the
most important person to him and he always put
her first and took special care of her. She was the
apple of his eye. With his children he was always
there to support them and help them in any way
he could.

When at family gatherings he would always
have a dance with every one of his children and
grandchildren. He loved dancing and at his
granddaughter's wedding in March of this year,
even when he was on a walking frame, he made a

: . : : special effort to dance with Tilly. That was a truly
Swiss Casinos and Lotteries e
At the funeral there was a special moment
have a JaCprt Year : e where the whole church sang together "The Last
The Swiss spent more on lotteries and gambling in Waltz" and it was a fitting tribute to such a won-
2006 than ever before, parting with SFr 2,8 billion. The derful man.
casinos’ profits (SFr 955 million) were higher than the A great husband, father, grandfather and
lotteries in 2006 for the first time. ; great-grandfather, he is survived by his wife Tilly,
Under Swiss law, all profits made from gambling his four children Faye, Christine, Frank and Ann-
and lotteries are turned over for social or public utility Marie,10 grandchildren and 10 great-
causes. No less than SFr 586 million was transferred grandchildren.
Fo cantonal lottery and sports funds, as well as sport- The Taranaki Swiss Club and The Swiss Soci-
ing associations. Switzerland’s 19 casinos paid a total ety of New Zealand extend their deepest sympathy

of SFr 495 million in taxes last year, funds that were to Tilly and family.
used mainly to prop up the national pension system.

15



	Obituary : Francis Thomas Walker (Tom)

