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The oldest key-operated lock still in
existence was found in the citadel of King
Sargon II. The citadel was built in the
Assyrian capital of Khorsabad in the late
8th century BCE Similar locks are shown
in Egyptian art dating from about 2000
BCE. These large wooden locks had bolts
with pegs that served as simple pin-
tumblers. A matching wooden key raised
the tumblers and released the bolt.

The ancient Romans developed the first
warded locks, which remained the most
common locks until the 19th century.
These locks have several fixed ridges or
obstacles called wards that stop the wrong
key from operating the lock. The correct
key has notches cut into it that match the
wards inside the lock. When a person
inserts the correct key, the key fits past the
wards and moves a spring inside the lock.
The spring is attached to a bolt or shackle

- the curved part of a padlock that snaps
into the padlock's body. When the spring
moves, the bolt or shackle slides to a
locked or unlocked position.

FACT FILE

Tumbler locks have movable metal parts
called tumblers that prevent the wrong

key from opening the lock. Because
tumblers provide more security than

wards, most door locks use some type
of tumbler arrangement.

Swiss & Air New Zealand
Fares to Switzerland & Europe

Economy class from Auckland, Wellington & Christchurch
Return from
$2299.00* low season
$2499.00* shoulder season
$2799.00* high season
* fares quoted exclude taxes, fees & surcharges of up to
NZ$600 per person. Seats are limited, special conditions apply
& sales permitted until 31 March 2006. Fares are subject to
increase without notice.

swiss I International

SWISS International Air Lines
GSA Walshes World, 18 Shortland Street, Auckland New Zealand
Tel: 09 977 2238, Fax: 09 977 2235, email: swiss@walshegroup.co.nz, swiss.com
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