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Well!ll It's already nine days since the AGM
in Auckland and I've only just recovered from
that marvellous weekend!!! I'm sure President
Marianne will have thanked Auckland Presi.
Fritz and his team already for the fantastic
weekend ‘shindig’ the Auckland Swiss Club
put on for us all, but | would also again like
to thank Fritz and his Auckland clubmates for
their fantastic hospitality to all of us visitors.
The Aucklanders didn’t even miss a beat on
Monday morning when our boisterous 35
strong group exited the “Taranaki Express”
and dropped in for the scrumptious breakfast
they had cooked up for us!!!

But did | detect a slightly worried crease
on Fritz's brow early that morning? Was
he wondering, will | get that bell off a very
dejected Walter reluctant to part with his
favourite clubhouse wall decoration? Well,
Fritz, some of us were a little concerned.
Walter had hidden that mighty trophy well,
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within the cavernous interior of the Taranaki
Bus!!! But we need not have worried Fritz!
Walter is a gentleman through and through!!!
He was only keeping it safe for you and your
team!!! Hail to the mighty Aucklanders, in
spite of our best efforts, they beat us fair and
square on the day!

Did | not write only last month on the value
of good friends and friendship? | could not
help but wonder at the amazing coincidence
that a month ago | was thinking and writing
on this very subject! These thoughts have
been strongly reinforced by my wonderful
trip to Auckland with my Taranaki friends,
many of whom have known me for up to 65
years!!! It was not only the jovial optimistic
trip north under our very capable ‘pilot’,
Captain Alan, which made it so memborable
for me, but Auckland’s warm welcome into an
immediately convivial and warm atmosphere
of friendship and ‘gemuetlichkeit’!!! This
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wonderful atmosphere continued throughout
the weekend and indeed, left Auckland with
us on the Monday morning to cheer us up,
no doubt, because yes, on the homeward
run, the ‘optimistic’ part of our trip north was
considerably deflated!!!

But let me assure Fritz and his team, by the
time we got to Hamilton, we had cheered
up Walter back to his old smiling self!!! We
promised him we would try a bit harder next
year!!! That did the trick!!!

Now | would like to express my special delight
to be able to meet and greet a member /
delegate of the Christchurch Swiss Club.
| hope Christian (I think I've got the right
name?) enjoyed Auckland’s hospitality as
much as | did and perhaps he can persuade
a few more members from ‘the Mainland’ to
join him at next year’'s AGM in Hamilton!

Also | would like to say a special thank you
to Mrs Sylvie Matteucci-Keller, our Swiss
Ambassador in Wellington and Patron of
our Society, for making a special effort to
be at our AGM. Most of us know that an
Ambassador’s appointment diary can be
pretty full for weeks ahead sometimes. But
| think we are all also acutely aware of the
importance of a good liaison between the
Embassy and our Society. This is so very
important, so we can let our compatriots know
of changes in Swiss Federal laws as they may
affect us who also have to live by the laws of
our adopted country.

Cheerio for this month,
Paul.

One barrel of wine can
work more miracles than

a chuarch full of saints.
- ltadicn proverb.
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