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New Zealand Swiss Club
News & Happenings

Web page - http://www.swiss.org.nz
E-mail - society@swiss.org.nz

taranaki@swiss.org.nz

Kegeln has recommenced and Johnny
is happy to report that he is seeing a few
new faces, and that everyone attending
the evenings is enjoying the challenge of
skittling and trying several games. Keep
up your good work, Johnny!

Visit by ETUI

On October 31 we hosted a group
from ETUI (European Tanz Union) who
boasted members from Germany (the
main contingent in the group), Austria
and Switzerland. They were touring New
Zealand and wanted to perform at different
venues, so they showed their talents at the
Wellington and Taranaki Swiss Clubs, and
were hosted by the Bohemian Society in
Auckland and Hamilton. They presented
items of dancing (trachtentanz) from
various European countries, singing and
music. Some of the trachtentanz performed

The ETUI singers performing a
lovely number.

L@’.&O Bed &

_/_4_/@1&9__ /Nanmer Breakfast
Reppingale Road ® Hanmer Sgringe ® North Canterbury
We look forward to treating you!
Specialising in Swiss brunch-style breakfasts, we are
passionate about our cuisine - try us out!

Bascha & Beat Blattner
Booking Freephone: 0800 342 313
Ph/Fax: 03 315 7428

e-mail: albergohanmer@hotmail.com
wwuw.albergohanmer.com
Only 90 minutes drive north of Christchurch Intl Airport!

Members of the trachtentanz
group in action.

brought back memories of dances that we
once did! They all wore traditional costumes
from their various regions, which were very
colourful. They sang beautiful songs under
the guidance of a very talented lady. The
highlight of the entertainment for many was
when the group asked the children to join
them in performing a simple dance ... which
the children did with great enthusiasm and
they were determined to accomplish the
dances in style ... well done to all the
children who participated ... you did very
well! If only we had someone in Taranaki
capable of teaching trachtentanz, we would
have many keen children ready to give it
a go.

The members of ETUI are from different
European countries. They got together
after having attended a convention some
time ago. They practise once a month in
Stuttgart ... some members travel up to
500km to attend!!! Before embarking on
this tour, they practised the three weekends
prior to departure ... what a lot of travelling!
The group have travelled to different
parts of the world on various occasions.

Your Swiss
Bakery,
Patisserie
& Café

Eveline & Franz
Muller

PH 09 489 9737

5 Milford Road, Milford, Auckland

» Bunder Nusstorte ¢ Zuger Kirschtorte
» Hauskonfekt ¢ Biberli « Urner Leckerli

Orders taken for all your special occasions

Monday & Tuesday 8.00 - 15.00
Wednesday to Friday 8.00 - 16.30
Saturday 8.00 - 14.30 » Sunday closed

Hours:

Auckland
Hamilton
Taranaki
Wellington
Christchurch

Congratulations on your commitment, and
we hope that your group continues to grow
and be successful in performing traditional
folklore.

The group was arriving from Wellington,
and Othmar and Charlie met them outside
Dairyland, and gave them a brief tour of
South Taranaki... going to a lovely garden
(it was Rhododendron Festival week),
Kaupokonui Beach and they also visited
a cowshed (to show them what Taranaki is
really about!). We then had a potluck tea
at the Swiss Club... there was certainly a
delicious array of food, and plenty of it...
but did it disappear! They then gave their
polished performance, then dessert and
coffee was served. The entire group was
billeted by members of the Swiss Club
which gave them an insight as to how we
live down under! On behalf of the Taranaki
Swiss Club Committee, | would like to thank
all our members who billeted members of
the group, and who brought such a delicious
dinner to share with our guests.

Some of the lovely costumes worn by
ETUI members.

ozeania

lhre Besucher,
Verwandten und Freunde
aus der Schweiz

fliegen am giinstigsten

Ozeania Reisen AG

Ozeania Reisehaus * 5442 Fislisbach
Telefon +41 56 484 20 20

Telefax +41 56 484 20 21
www.ozeania.ch * info@ozeania.ch
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They certainly appreciated our hospitality!!!
On Saturday morning, their van picked up
all the members of their group ... oops ...
arriving in Eltham, one member realised
that he had left his wallet at his hosts’ place
(nice of him to tip us in that manner) and
one of the vans did a U-turn to retrieve the
lost item! The second van ended up at the
Benkerts who offered them a coffee while
they waited for the other van ... no sooner
was the coffee served than the second
van turned up ... so it was more coffees ...
inclusive of schnaps!!! They then left on
their merry way to Rotorua.

On behalf of the Taranaki Swiss Club, |
would like to thank the European Tanz
Union for stopping in Taranaki and giving
us such a wonderful performance of
dancing, music and singing. We certainly
appreciated your talents, and would love
to have you back again. We hope that you
enjoyed your visit to New Zealand, and had
a safe journey back to your homelands.

Forthcoming Events

November 30: The ever popular Christmas
Shoot commences from 10.00am, followed
by the delicious pot-luck lunch. Participants
may either shoot or skittle, and with
everyone bringing a wrapped prize worth
at least $10.00, you will get a prize in
return. This day is a wonderful social day,
with many children also taking part. Santa
may also make an appearance. See you
there!l!

December 31: NewYear’s Eve ... of
course. A great way of seeing the old year
out and the New Year in is by coming
to the Swiss Club ... this event is held
in conjunction with the campervan club.
Great entertainment is always guaranteed,
so come along and join in the fun. ABYO

BBQ is held from 6pm.

February 5 and February 19: Kegeln
recommences after the Christmas break.
Keep practising so that your skill is ready
for the Society Competitions in April or
May.

February 8: Our annual picnic is held at the
clubhouse from 10.00am. Come and enjoy
the activities that will be organised. Food
(cervelats and bratwurst), and drink (beer,
wine, non-alcoholic beverages) available.
Children’s activities will be organised, and
of course the highlight for most people, the
schwingen will be contested - this is for
midgets, juniors and adults.

Come along guys - get those muscles
flexed and give it a go at the picnic.

Othmar, Nic, Paul and their team would
love to see you!!l This day is a wonderful
social day, with many people catching up
with friends they haven’t seen for a while.
Do make the effort to go, as | am sure you
won'’t be disappointed.

PS - | forgot to mention the great tombola
that is always held on this day ... so ...
don'’t forget your wallet ... there are some
wonderful prizes up for grabs ... as the
saying goes ... you have to be in to win!!!

MD

In 1994, 8% of people
had a cash or credit card ...
and ... in 2001, 93.00% of Kiwis
had a cash or credit card!!!
That’s a huge increase of 85% in
only seven years!!!
Isn’t that amaging!!!

Swiss and German
Delicatessen
Munz Chocolates

Toggenburger Kagi fretli
Hero Preserves and Roesti
Nowka Sauerkraut, Rotkraut,
Gurken, Senfgurken, Sellerie Salad
Herring in tin
Organic Bread
Pumpernickel
Marzipan
Bahlsen Buiscuits

Please ask for our Price List

yﬂw

INTERNATIONAL TRADING LIMITED
FINE QUALITY PRODUCTS

Ph 09 407 4277 - Fax 09 407 4278
Free Fax 0800 4SWISS (0800 479 477)

email: impex@xtra.co.nz
PO Box 528, 13a Sammaree Pl, Kerikeri

KONDITOREI BERN

“Taste the Difference”
Wholesale Swiss Bakery and Pastry

Do you feel to eat real Swiss bread,
healthy and tasty?

Try the Roggenschrotbrot, Bauernbrot,
Walliserbrot, Sauerteigbrot ........
~Butterzopf, Brioche Sunbread-~
What about some Swiss cookies,

cakes, flans, specialties...
We are using, whenever possible,
local and organic produce

No retail sale. By tel/fax order only
For further information, please contact

Markus Schwarz
5 / 448 Rosebank Road
Avondale
Auckland
tel: 09 828 5860 ° fax: 09 828 5861

~

IF YOU CAN ...

If you can start the day
without caffeine,
If you can get going
without pep pills,

If you can resist
complaining and boring
people with your troubles,
If you can eat the same
food every day and be
grateful for it,

If you can understand when
your loved ones are too
busy to give you any time,
If you can overlook it when
something goes wrong
through no fault of yours
and those you love
take it out on you,

If you can take criticism and
blame without resentment,
If you can ignore a friend’s
limited education and
never correct him,

If you can resist treating
a rich friend better than
a poor friend,

If you can face the world
without lies and deceit,

If you can conquer tension
without medical help,

If you can sleep without
the aid of drugs,

If you can say honestly that
deep in your heart you have
no prejudice against creed,
colour, religion or politics,
Then, my friends, you are
almost as good as your

DOG
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These clocks are a unique
product and are ideal to be
handed down as treasured
heirloom pieces or exquisite
gifts to mark a particular
celebration.

Imports, Sales & Service of
exceptional quality clocks

(Special discounts for members of
the Swiss Clubs in New Zealand)

Full Workshop for Clock Repairs and Restorations.
For inquiries and a free brochure please contact:
Fred Ehrensperger M.N.Z.H. L.
SWISS PRESTIGE LTD
PO Box 7144 * New Plymouth
Tel/Fax: 06 757 2188
Email: prestige@globe.net.nz

-
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Swiss Club
hamilton@swiss.org.nz

Past Events ....

About 20 people met at Waiorongomai
Valley, near Te Aroha, at 11.00am on
November 2 for the planned family walk.
Unfortunately, it had rained for most of
the previous day, and in some places it
was still raining on the Sunday morning —
weather which is obviously not particularly
conducive to taking the family outdoors.
So it was not really a great surprise that
only four children were counted. Luckily,
however, it wasn'’t raining anymore in the
Te Aroha area, although it was, of course,
still wet underfoot. There was also a strong
breeze, but it was warm in the sun —as long
as the clouds didn’t get in the way!!

At about quarter past eleven, the group
began their hike around the range,
stopping about halfway round for a lunch
break. The stop was brief though, as the
ground was a little too damp to sit on for
too long. So after a bite to eat, everyone
was soon under way again, arriving back
at the car park in the early afternoon.

Afew people had brought some baking and
there was a good supply of Thermoses of
hot water for coffee. Vitus also ensured
there was Schnapps, which was just the

thing to add to a hot cup of coffee on such
a day — so despite the weather, everyone
was happy - the only thing missing now
was a game of cards!

So after packing up the afternoon tea
things, a number of people headed towards
Frischknecht's farm, where the men played
at one table, and the women at another.
Thank you to Robbie and Hanna for your
hospitality. A few rounds of cards was the
perfect way to spend the rest of a Sunday
afternoon.

Hopefully, we have more luck with the
weather on our next family walk.

If you have any suggestions or know of
any places where we could have a family
walk, we would like to hear from you. This
has become a very popular event, often
well attended by children, and one we are
keen to continue, so any ideas are most
welcome.

Forthcoming Events ....
Christmas Function will take place
on Sunday, December 7, at Newstead
School, commencing at 11.00 am. (Please
note the new venue — due to Tamahere
School undergoing major additions and
alterations.)

Newstead School is just past the cemetery
on the main road from Hamilton heading
towards Morrinsville. The swimming pool
may or may not be available, depending
on the weather, and whether the school
has it ready.

But there will be plenty of other activities

and entertainment for the children (and
adults), including Presto the Clown, who
will be arriving at 12.30pm for a show which
includes juggling, magic acts and balloon
animals. An event not to be missed.
Santa will also be calling, so wrapped and
clearly named presents up to a value of $10
can be left with a committee member.
Feel free to also bring balls, rackets etc,
for children’s games.

There will also again be a great selection of
raffle prizes, so please remember to bring
along some money.

For lunch, the Club will provide sausages,
bread and drinks, as well as coffee and
baking. Please bring any other snacks
your family may enjoy.

In case of bad weather, an indoor area is
also available. For outside, bring along a
rug or deckchairs to sit on.

For any further information, please contact
Beatrice, ph 07 843 7971, or any other
committee member.

Annual Picnic: Sunday, February 22, 2004
Further details will be in the next issue
(February Helvetia), but please mark this
date in your 2004 diary now.

A Club Newsletter containing Picnic details
is also planned to be produced early in the
New Year.

On behalf of the Hamilton Swiss Club
Committee, to all of our members, and
to all Swiss Society and Club members
throughout New Zealand, we wish you all
a happy Christmas, and the very best for
the coming Year. BL

AVAILABLE NOW!

New Zealand's finest
Delicatessen
Meats

Continental Frying/Boiling
Sausages ° Speciality Meats
» Meat Loaves * Smoked Meats

Cold Cuts _ﬁ_ Salamis
09 274 4455

B FAX: 09274 1203 W

68-70 Greenmount Drive
(off Harris Road, opposite Delmaine)
East Tamaki, Auckland
Hours: Mon to Wed 7.30am-4pm

Thur/Fri 7.30am-5pm * Sat 8am-1pm

T

Uberraschen Sie Thre Liebsten

in der Schweiz!

Online-Geschenkshop
www.jelmoli.ch

www.jelmoli.ch

THE HOUSE OF BRANDS

Bargeldlos einkaufen S5
und punkten.
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wellington@swiss.org.nz

Past Events

The Fondue Evening October 18

The Fondue Evening on October 18 was
a well attended occasion. Our president
Roland, and Heinz prepared again a most
delicious Fondue for all those present to
enjoy. A mixed salad plate and bread
from our Swiss bakery was served as
an Entree, and a dessert of apricots and
cream, with a cup of coffee and cakes to
finish the meal.

Avery successful Dutch Auction was held
during the evening for a single bed quilt,
which was skilfully crafted by Trudi and
won by Daniel Rueger. Thank you Trudi,
and congratulations Daniel!

European Dancing Union, Thursday
October 30

A group of 16 European dancers arrived
from the South Island on Thursday
evening to entertain in the Swiss club.
Unfortunately the arrangements were
very uncertain due to the breakdown in
communication. However, Roland saved
the day and organised a delicious meal.
The dance group came from various parts
of Germany, Austria and one man from
Chur/Switzerland. Their basic idea is to
present their different cultures through
dance and music to create understanding
in the world. An accordion and a violin
accompanied the group who wore their
national costumes. The costumes were
all different since they came from different
regions or countries. They bring these
presentations around the world hoping to
kindle understanding between different
cultures. The group also sang some songs
and we enjoyed listening and watching
them. After the performance we shared
a fabulous meal. The dancers mixed with
the guests and it was interesting to listen

to their stories. We enjoyed having them
and farewelled them not too late, as they
had a busy day in front of them.

Garage Sale November 8

It is always surprising to see how many
items are donated for the garage sale. It
has become a yearly event and it is great
to see our funds for the roof increasing.
| find it quite entertaining to watch the
bargaining going on and | would say
Heinz has become an expert in promoting
the sales. We had a very busy Saturday
morning, the weather was perfect and
many people came to find some bargains.
Thank you team for your hard work.

Forthcoming Events

Sunday November 30, Carol singing in
the Botanical Garden (7-9.30pm)

It is a wonderful experience to listen to
the Christmas Carols while sitting on the
lawn (or chair) holding a candle. Come
and listen to these ethnic groups singing.
To finish the event the public is also given
some song-sheets and invited to join the
leading choir.

Christmas Party Saturday December 6
Our team will prepare a delicious
Christmas dinner. Please keep this date
free. We have made it very early this year
hoping it would not clash with other end
of year functions.

Samichlaus Party for Children Sunday
December 7, (3-4.30pm)

This is especially for the families with
children. Samichlaus would be delighted
if the children could prepare some music
or recite a poem for him. Parents please
bring a plate for afternoon tea.

Sunday January 25, 2004 Swiss Society
Jassen

We can always do with some more keen
“Jassers”. If you belong to this group
please don’t hesitate to come along.

February 7/8 Competition Weekend in
Taranaki
Please put these dates in your calendar.
It is always a wonderful experience. The
Taranaki friends are great hosts.

V. M.

auckland@swiss.org.nz

Welcome to our new members Hans
and Alice Durrer, who have re-joined
the club after some time away.

We have just been (that is on Sunday
November 16) on our Mystery Tour,
and this is what we did: Two dozen
of us gathered early in the morning at
Arataki Information Centre on Scenic
Drive in the Waitakere Ranges. Once
all the lost or late ones finally screamed
into the carpark, we then headed down
to Jacobsen Station, which is really a
little railway station for the service rail
for Watercare. There we were greeted
by our friendly guide who explained
the history of the railtrack, the water
management in and around Auckland,
and safety regulations for us, the
participants, to observe. We clambered
into the little wagons, not much bigger
than a toy train. One side was open, the
other had closed windows, and even a
little gap window on the ceiling. We are
to go through about 15 tunnels. We are
to travel deep into the bush, following the
route of the pipeline that brings the fresh
clear water from the Waitakeres to

Cadillac Limo’s

Devon Street West, New Plymouth

The only Cadillac Limousine
Service in Taranaki
Our well presented chauffeur and
limousine service is available for special
occasions and events, including tours,

anniversaries, weddings, birthdays etc

Make your occasion memorable,

phone now JOHN SCHICKER
. 06 758 2953 or 021 253 1695

&

Managing and Growing Wealth for You

our clients’ wealth.

London and Switzerland

rolf.stadler@forbar.co.nz

FORSYTH BARR

Forsyth Barr provides a broad range of
investment solutions to manage and grow

Rolf Stadler has considerable experience
in advising private clients from his
previous roles at one of the oldest and
most respected Swiss private banks in ;. cocnavisor

For friendly, personalised and professional investment advice please call now

(09) 303 2473 or 0800 FORBAR (0800 367 227)
www.forbar.co.nz

Rolf Stadler

Adrian von Aesch

NZSE
Firm

Swiss Quality Real Estate

| have a strong professional

services background and a

passion for real estate. | can
help you with your NZ property
decisions in Deutsch or English

Harcourts

04 902 9601 (office) * 021 316 345 (mobile)
04 299 0712 (a/h) » 04 299 0713 (fax)
adrian.von.aesch@paradise.net.nz
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High above Quinns Creek the train came
to a halt. In the foreground are Martin &
Ueli Hess, Lorli Briner, Fleur Hess, Ursula
Matysik, Sandra & Dominic Hess.

Onehunga, to the Upper Nihotupu Dam.
The friendly guide who also drives the
little train at about 20km/h, explains all
sorts of facts about the tunnels which are
mostly named after people involved with
building the dams.

Apparently some wise councillor
predicted in 1920 that one day Auckland
would have to tap into the Waikato for its
water supply, and whaddayano... in May
2002 this came true.

On the spot where about 16 hardened
sacrificing workers had their campsite for
the whole time the dam was built, there
is now a pleasant picnic site and we had
our first feed, a brunch with sausages
and potato salad. We walked some way
up and crossed the dam.

We take it for granted that we can just
turn a tap on for a drink of water, and
enjoy our daily shower without any
thought. People before us actually made
incredible efforts to make that possible
for us, 3 people even lost their lives just
for the one dam that we saw on our
mystery tour.

Pointed out on the way back was a native
orchid on the side of the track and some
rock movement that manifests itself in
one of the tunnels. Even some stalagmite
is starting to form on their walls.

After our return to the starting point we
drove off to a lookout where we had
coffee and strawberry tarts. They were
quickly devoured, and then we were
subjected to a small quiz presented by
Sandra Hess. She tested our knowledge
in a wide variety of themes. This was a
fun competition won by Christine and
Martyn Williams, and of course was done
with a lot of talking and joking. The sun
was out and we just relaxed. When we
had had enough we drove along a bit
and stopped at the Fairy Falls, where
we wandered for some time through
the bush, not quite reaching the falls
themselves as they seemed a bit too far
away and too steep for some.

From there we got some instructions as

Oscar Roggen and Hans Fitgi
on the barbie.

to where to go next. These brought us
to all sorts of different places, and the
writer of them now knows that giving
instructions is not one of her strong
points. Luckily we are all locals and
kind of knew where we were heading
and everyone eventually found the end
destination at Edith’s “HESSTAURANTA”
which of course, need | say, stands for
hospitality, gourmet food, indulgence!

We were treated to home-made ravioli
with chicken and cream sauce, and
salad, with hazelnut mousse for dessert.
A nice way to round off a lovely exciting
day!

Many many thanks for all you people
who came with us and for being great
sports. To Edith thank you for organising
and catering for it all, for having us at
your house, and for all the contributions
made towards it.

The Craft Day was held on November
8 for some half a dozen women who
made beautiful vases and candle lights
out of plaster, under the instruction of
Edith Hess.

These craft days are turning out to be
very successful, and for those who
missed out, look out for the next time
we hold one.

The Card Evening on October 17, 2003
brought forth the following results:

1. Nelly Steinemann 4308 points; 2. Hans
Iten4162; 3. Monika Eggenschwiler4152;
4. Othmar Wyss 4068; 5. Hansruedi
Wolf  3870; 6. Emil Tellenbach 3821;
7. Tony Mathys 3820; 8. Lynne Dunphy
3769; 9. Annagret Wolf 3720; 10. Heidi
Wilson 3542; 11. Hilda Iten 3450; 12.
Hans Fitzi 3387; 13. Edith Hess 3108;
14. Louis Wallimann 3075

Results for the Schupbach Cup 2003:

1. Hansruedi Wolf 24340 points; 2. Emil
Tellenbach 23437; 3. Othmar Wyss
23390; 4. Hans Fitzi 23314; 5. Louis
Wallimann 23309; 6. Andre lten 23061;
7. Annagreth Wolf 22973; 8. Hans lIten
22836; 9. Lynn Dunphy 22573; 10. Edith
Hess 22248.
10

Congratulations to the winners.

The last Jass-Evening for this year was
on Friday November 21, 2003, until
next year in March we begin the season
again. The next Meeting will be on Friday
March 19, 2003, 7.30pm, the venue to
be confirmed.

Thank you for all the contributions of
prizes and supper to these gatherings
which are always a lot of fun.

Thank you to all the helpers who came
up and helped in the maintenance of
the farm at the recent Working Bee on
Saturday November 29!

The project ‘Downunder Art’ by Arlette
Ochsner from Lenzburg, which she
started this time last year where she
places two big wireballs on opposite
sides of the earth (one near her home,
and one in the Pacific Ocean, outside
of the Chatham Islands) was completed
on November 24. The southern ball
was dumped on the spot where it is
intended to be, by a captain of a big
Nedlloyd freighter. The Swiss ball’s
position can now be easily adjusted
within Switzerland. Look at the pictures
on http://www.downunder.arts.ch

Future Events:

Our last official function of the year,
The Samichlaus is coming up in a few
days:

Sunday December 7, 2003. At the farm.
This is our family Christmas gathering,
where Santa is expected sometime after
lunch.

Sausages and drinks and cakes can be
purchased. For further information call
Trudi on 376 4923. All welcome.

Picnic — Sunday February 15, 2004.

Early next year we are looking forward
to a very special event:

A delegation of senior shooters from
Switzerland is visiting these shores and
a special shooting day is set for Sunday
March 21, 2004. Anyone interested in
taking part or contributing to this special
day, please call Henry, our riflemaster,
on Tel. 410 3476.

The committee would like to wish all the
members a Merry Christmas and all the
best for 2004.

God bless. Trudi.

2 clove | ¢ friendliness

2 ¢ kindness | tsp gentleness

I 1b joy | box faith

| Ib peace | Ib long suffering
| Ib meekness

Mix all of these together and bake in the oven of
forgiveness for two prayer hours, then cool on the
table of understanding.
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