
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 69 (2003)

Heft: [6]

Rubrik: Children's page : where does the alphabet start with QWERTY?

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 21.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


CHildrett's Page

Where does the alphabet start with
QWERTY?

The alphabet starts with QWERTY on a

typewriter or keyboard where Q-W-E-R-T-Y
is the order of the first keys.

The first practical typewriter was invented
by Christopher Latham Sholes, and

was marketed by the Remington Arms
company in 1873.

The action of the type bars in early
typewriters was very sluggish, and tended
to jam frequently. To solve this problem,

Sholes obtained a list of the most common
letters used in English and changed his keyboard from an alphabetic
arrangement to one in which the most common pairs of letters were
spread fairly widely apart on the keyboard. Because typists at that
time used what was known as the 'hunt and peck' method, Sholes's

arrangement increased the time it took for the typists to hit the keys
for common two-letter combinations long enough to ensure that

each type bar had time to fall back sufficiently far to be back in place
before the next one came up.

FACT FILE:
Most computer keyboards

resemble typewriter keyboards in
the arrangement of their letterkeys
but have additional keys for special
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