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The name REGA, the Swiss air res-
cue institution, is short for the Ger-
man word “Rettungsflugwacht’ and
the French word “Garde aérienne”.

This year the REGA is celebrating
it's 50th Birthday since the official
inauguration took place on April 27
1952.

However the unofficial birth of this,
the Swiss air rescue organisation,
was in 1946, when a ‘Fieseler
Storch-Helicopter' was successful
in locating an American Transport
Airliner that had crashed on the fa-
mous ‘Gauli glacier’ at 3000 meters
in the Bernese Oberland.

The Swiss REGA is stationed within
the Center of Zurich Airport and has
been instrumental in saving count-
less lives in Switzerland and abroad
during its fime of operation.
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Hamilton Swiss Ciub Family Walk
at Pirongia mountain shelter
Sunday April 7, 2002
see article May-HELVETIA p.7
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