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Editorial..

Editing the Editorials...

Editorials are written, read and soon
forgotten. Controversial issues are
often welcome material for editors.
They present the editor with an op-
portunity to state his or her personal
opinion and can motivate readers to
disseminate the subject matter at
length. Editorials often move read-
ers to put pen to paper and so fill the
column reserved for “Letters to the
Editor”.

The time is near (July) when a new
editor of HELVETIA will make his
mark on our publication.

You may have noticed that in the
past | endeavored to give emphasis
to mostly positive aspects to various
subjects of editorials. Today's edito-
rial may well be the exception!

Whenever possible | tried to write
about parallel happenings in
Switzerland our ‘country of origin’
and in New Zealand, our ‘adoptive
country’!

As Swiss/Kiwis most of us have the
welfare of both these countries close
at heart. How would you then define
the happiness of our two countries in
general? Would you agree with my
thinking, that the happiness of the
countrie’'s population in general is
steadily diminishing?

Statistics would certainly agree! We
can read headlines stating: Society
is not what it used to be! We know
of a steady break-down of family
values. Lack of discipline among
School children. The high suicide
rate among young people. Low self-
esteem to the point of self hatred.

- Recently | found an article in a
Swiss paper, describing a new trend
of self destruction among young
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Swiss girls. Inflicting superficial
wounds on themselves they are ap-
parently desperate to draw attention
to themselves and with such mutila-
tions they express total lack of self-
esteem.

Where is it all to end, we may ask?
Here in New Zealand we are con-
fronted with an increasing lack of
respect for the sanctity of human life
resuiting in violent home invasions,
rape and murder. Government
spending or lack thereof is blamed
for most shortcomings affecting the
welfare state.

- In most Christian Churches the
message of Lent, the need to con-
front personal sin and the failure of
a moral society at large is being
preached about at this time. But who
is willing to listen in a post-Christian
society as ours?

Let the Government print more
money | heard someone say!

It might help for a short time to live
with a false economy and the super
rich would probably increase their
wealth while the working poor would
pay later...!

I'm sure that you have your own
opinion on the ills of today's loss of
values and morals with inherent
costly results to society. Who is
speaking out to us all about the
need for self-discipline?

The need to remind us all that irre-
sponsible living is costly and that the
welfare state is under threat. | be-
lieve there are now approx. one mil-
lion ‘Kiwis’ dependent or partially
dependent on the Government for
their necessary income to survive.
We hear of the huge debt incurred
by Government’'s borrowing abroad
during the past decades.

Aware of such calamities which can
steal the country’s happiness some
of us ‘oldies’ will be forgiven when
we talk of the ‘good old days’ when
expectations were few, self-
discipline incorporating responsibil-
ity was common, standards of be-
havior were wholesome and we
could enjoy most entertainment
without being warned of ‘offensive
language, drug use, violence, sex-
ual references and horror scenes.
Have we as part of ‘western society’
ever been encouraged to ask “what
can | do for my country”, rather than
what can my country do for me’?

Or has that only ever happened in
America?

| would love to see and hear on a
regular basis a panel of leaders of
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