Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 68 (2002)

Heft: [1]

Artikel: Excerpts from an interview granted to Swissinfo by the Swiss President
for 2002, Kaspar Villiger

Autor: Villiger, Kaspar

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-945423

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 16.04.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-945423
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

President's Message

Late last year, after first speaking to
Swiss Clubs in Singapore and Aus-
tralia, our five Clubs were also vis-
ited by Ambassador Walter Thurn-
heer of the Swiss Department of
Foreign Affairs, accompanied by
Bernadette Hunkeler Brown from our
Embassy in Wellington.

Mr Thurnheer began with a very
informative speech about Switzer-
land and issues relating to Swiss
Abroad. This was foliowed by ques-
tions which, at least at the meeting |
attended in Hamilton, were not in
short supply! An abridged version of
the speech is printed on page five.
Anyone wanting a full copy of the
speech is welcome to contact either
myself or our Editor.

| would once again like to thank both
Mr Thurnheer for making the journey
to and around New Zealand to
speak to us, and Bernadette for also
visiting our Clubs.

Over the recent holiday period |
have not received much news from
Switzerland, with the exception of
new information about websites
which I'd like to pass on.

The first is in relation to the 100th
birthday celebration of one of
Switzerland’s most well-known
sculptors, Alberto Giacometti. A bi-
ography, a selection of his works,
texts by and about Giacometti, de-
tails of exhibitions around the world
and much more can be found at

www.alberto-giacometti.ch .

Another website recently estab-
lished by PResence Switzerland
(PRS - an official division of the
Federal Department of Foreign Af-
fairs) is at either www.schweiz-in-
sicht.ch or www switzerland-in-
sight.ch for the English version. This
multi-media and interactive site con-
tains a large variety of topics and
features about Switzerland and its
people - such as landscape and
environment, economy, culture, sci-
ence, population and demography,
languages, and the current political
system. It can be accessed in Ger-
man, French, Italian and English - as
well as Russian and even Chinese |
The site is quite easy to move
around in and to read and under-
stand. |t is particularly suitable for
Swiss Abroad children and young
people to learn a lot more about
Switzerland, with a variety of knowl-
edge games built in as well. These

sites are definitely well worth a look!
Besides these two sites, | have a list
of 'Useful Links’, provided by Mr
Thurnheer, for anyane interested.

For Sale
BMW 735i auto, 1984, one owner,
139 000 km, Bahama Beige, with
personalised plates "I SWISS", very
presentable, good condition,
owner returning to Switzerland,
offers invited, Ph (09) 416 7168 or
email tony.mathys@paradise.net.nz.

Whilst we here in New Zealand ex-
perience on of the wettest few sum-
mer months we can remember, also
spare a thought for the tourist desti-

nations in Switzerland who were
struggling to attract people due to a
lack of precipitation in the form of
snow.

By mid January, resorts throughout
the country were producing very ex-
pensive artificial snow, to replace
what nature wasn't providing, so that
the winter sports enthusiasts would
continue coming. However, sun-
shine was very much in abundance
- they probably had quite a bit more
than we were getting!!
None-the-less, | hope everyone did
have a happy and restful holiday

season, and that we do still have ke B
some nice summer days ahead of Swiss Federal President
us. Beatrice for the Year 2002

Finance Minister Kaspar Villiger

Excerpts from an interview granted to Swissinfo
by the Swiss President for 2002, Kaspar Villiger

Finance minister Kaspar Villiger takes on the one-year rotating presidency as
Switzerland prepares to vote on United Nations membership, and gets ready
for the national exhibition - Expo.02 - which opens in May 2002.

Question: Last year the international community, and especially Switzer-
land, was shaken by sad and tragic events. What lessons have you
learnt from these events for the new year?

Answer: Recent events have affected peoples’ emotions, but | think Switzer-
jand is not in a bad shape and that the country has learnt a lot about politics
and economics during the last recession. However, people still feel insecure
and ministers are just as affected by these disasters as other peopfe. And if [
look at recent events in Switzertand, such as the Gotthard disaster, the plane
crash, and so forth, | think we must keep in mind that as a country we are
pretty well off, and that we can solve problems. | think it is important that we
do not Jose ‘confidence and I will do my utmost to solve problems.

Question: What are your priorities for the coming year?

Answer: The president does not only represent the country abroad, he also
acts as a representative at home. It is important to me to engage in dialogue
with different circles and people. | will also try to make the cabinet’s policies
understood and explain the work of our institutions and, above all, | will try to
listen.

My fop priorities are the United Nations and (the national exhibition) Expo.02.

| think the referendum on joining the UN (on March 3) is very important and |
will do my best to convince the Swiss people that membership is important.
As far as Expo.02 is concerned, | think it is an important meeting platform and
| have placed great hopes in this event.

Question: What will you say to other countries if the Swiss reject UN
membership?

Answer: | hope ! will not have to explain this to other countries. My top priority
is to make sure that the Swiss peopfe vote in favour and are convinced about
their choice. The UN deals with infernational problems, such as poverty,
environment, peace, etc. It is important that we join such an organisation, no



matter how imperfect it may be. It would be good to contribute our know-how
and influence and | think that the Swiss wilf realise that we can benefit from it
as well.

Question: What role can Expo. 02 play in Switzerland? At the moment
there seems to be little enthusiasm for it..

Answer: Well, it was the same in 1964 - it will only become interesting once it
has started - once people can go and meet there. Expo.02 can only provide
the framework - it is the people who make the event a success. It will be a
meeting platform for our cuftures, our history, but above all for our people and
| am sure that if the weather is good it wilf be a success.

Question: Switzerland has four national languages - do you think En-
glish should be taught from an early age?

Answer: If you want to succeed in your job you have to speak a little bit of
English nowadays and the question is when to start learning the lanquage. |
have noticed that it is much easier to learn a language if you start from an
early age. However, | think it is absolutely essential to give our own languages
priority, as we have to be able fto talk to each other in order to understand
each other’s culture.

Question: Switzerland has recently come under increased pressure
because of the country’s banking secrecy laws - are you willing to find a
compromise?

Answer: [ don'’t think the banking secrecy laws will be lifted under our direct
democracy - even if the government was prepared to do so, the people could
stop us. Our banking secrecy is part of our tradition and the Swiss people
appreciate their privacy in these matters. However, it is clear that absolute
banking secrecy, as it was 40 or 50 years ago, could be abused and this is no
longer justifiable. For this reason we have upgraded some laws;, we have
introduced money-laundering laws and we have introduced rules governing
money from dictators abroad. Switzerland has been more successful in
tracking down criminals than other countries.

Your Swiss
BAKERYy,
PATISSERIE
& Cafe

EVEINE & FRANZ
Muller

PH. 09 489 9737
5 Milford Road, Milford, Auckland.

+ Bundner Nusstorte ~ * Zuger Kirschtorte
* Hauskonfekt * Biberli * Urner Leckerli

Orders taken for all your special occa-
sions

Hours: Monday & Tuesday 8.00 - 15.00
Wednesday to Friday 8.00 - 16.30

Saturday 8.00 - 14.30  Sunday closed .

Jour Cornes...

Nothing to write about?
Well, there is always the weather!
For Trudy and | as farmers wives the
weather plays a pivotal part in every-
day living as we share farming life in
a most intimate way with our hus-
bands.
It is unavoidable that farmers are
quite often subject to mood swings
according to the vagaries of
‘meteorological circumstances of the
day’! Farmer's wives know to live
with such hazards as farm work is so
closely related to the prevailing
weather.
With silage and hay making on the
calendar weather predictions can
make the difference between a
happy husband or a broody, restiess
‘man of the land’.
The reality of farming life is the fact
that most farmers and farmer’s wives
are ‘eternal optimists’ and usually
find ‘happy days’ outnumbering the
days they would rather forget...
Recently | came across a fittifig tes-
timony to farming we would like to
share with you.

Regards; Trudy and Doris

A farmerg Creed
-I believe that farming;
despite ity hardships
and disappoindments; iy
the most honest and
honowrable way a man

-Ibeuewe/mybfewdlxbe/
what I have done for my
stondard I fear no
Jjudgement.

- I believe when a mawv
sumy up hiy days, he
showld be able to- stand
tall and feel pride v
- I believe inv forming
because it makes all thisy
possible.

W of Switzerland

These clocks are a unique

_product and are ideal to

be handed down as

treasured heirloom pieces

or exquisite gy[rs to mark

a particular celebration.

A [mports, Sales ® Service (_)f
exceptional quality clocks.

(Special discounts for members of
the swiss clubs in New Zealand)

Full Workshop for Clock repairs and Restorations.

For inquires and a free brochure please contact:
Fred Ehrensperger M.N.Z.H.I.
SWISS PRESTIGE LTD
P.0.Box 7144 New Plymouth
TellFax: 06 757 21 88 | Emaif:_pre:tige@gfoﬁe.ner.nzi
|

For our young readers..

Two of these rabbits are identical, can you
see which ones?
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