Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 67 (2001)

Heft: [8]

Artikel: 10 years Swiss Path

Autor: Swiss Radio International

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-945141

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 04.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-945141
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

10 years Swiss Path

In 1991, the “Swiss Path” was opened as part of the
year-long festivities to mark the 700th anniversary of the
Swiss Confederation. Ten years on, the trail that winds
through the birthplace of Switzerland is as popular as
ever.

The 35 kilometer-long Swiss Path begins on the Rutli
Meadow above Lake Uri, a side arm of Lake Lucerne.
Large trees offer plenty of shade on sunny days, making
it a popular spot with hikers looking for a place to rest
their feet or picnicking families making a stop during a
tour of the lake by paddie steamer.

And it was on the Rutli Meadow back in 1291 - as the
story goes - that three peasant leaders who were desper-
ate to throw off the shackles of Habsburg rules signed a
mutual pact. The event whether real or imaginary,
sealed a strengthening of bonds between the people of
what is now central Switzerland, and laid the cornerstone
for the founding of the Swiss Confederation.

Trail helps mark anniversary

The creation of the interpretive trail was just one contri-
bution to the festivities in 1991 marking the 700th
aonniversary of the pact, known by the Swiss as the “Rutli

ath”.

Between 400,000 and 500,000 people walked at least
part of the trail in the anniversary year, and we've
averaged about 300,000 people annually since then,

i

says Peter Mattli, a local politician and president of the
Swiss Path Foundation.

“The Swiss are very proud of their history and haven't
forgotten how their ancestors fought for their indepen-
dence. That pride is still tangible today,” says Rolf Wild,
from Central Switzerland Tourism, explaining one reason
for the path’s popularity.

All 26 cantons are represented along the way, beginning
with Uri - one of the three cantons involved in the Rutli
Oath - and ending with Jura, the last canton to join the
confederation. Each canton is allotted a length of section
according to its population with five millimetres equalling
one resident. Working out the demographic equations
though paled in comparison to the challenge of carving
the trail out of the steep high cliffs that ring much of Lake
Uri.

Beside and through cliffs

From the picturesque lakeshore of Bauen, the path en-
ters a tunnel built through the cliffs. For 40 minutes, the
stretch, which is also wheelchair accessible, goes under
the cliffs, beside the cliffs and through the cliffs.

“It didn’t take long before it was realised that it would be
very difficult to build a path around the steep cliffs, so
they decided to call in the army. In some places they had
to use dynamite,” says Wild. “In the end it worked, but it
wasn't cheap so they decided to involve all the cantons
of Switzerland.

“Everybody was in agreement that the Swiss Path had to
be built,” remembers Mattli. “But it wasn’t so easy in this
terrain. For safety reasons, we had to build tunnels and
install nets to protect against falling rocks.”

After about 15 kilometres from the Rutli Meadow, the trail
opens up at the southern tip of the lake. By this point, it
has also passed through about 200 years of Swiss
history since the new stretch is dedicated to canton
Solothurn, which didn’t join the confederation until 1481.

Turning eastwards a series of footbridges cross a narrow
flood piain. A viewing platform looks over the reeds,
giving hikers a chance to observe the wide variety of
native and migratory bird species that nest or rest there.

Once in Flielen on the eastern shore, it's hard to over-
look the yellow and black striped shutters of the Rudenz
villa. The village stands at the entrance to the old
Gotthard north-south trade route, and around the time
the peasant leaders were swearing their oath, the
Rudenz villa was being used as a tolthouse.

Not amusement park

“Wherever a canton starts or ends, there is information
about the canton, about the history and then about the
Swiss Path”, explains Wild. “But it isn’'t meant to be an
amusement park. The people who set it up wanted it to
remain as natural as possible because they felt the

beautiful scenery was enough on its own”.
Article by SR, swissinfo.org
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