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change the way we live,

change the way we live.
Humbly we would recognise the infinite

power of God as creator of all.
We would not abuse the name of
that supreme source of goodness
and by not doing so we would
elevate mankind once again above all
other creatures as it befits man's
capacity to live life to the full, to love
and to forgive. - We would remain
humble and thankful for having our
daily needs met - the desire to share
the worlds wealth with all our fellow
humans would grow - wars would
not start as readily as they have in
the past and the request to have
transgressions forgiven would bear
fruit in due time. Recognising God's
providence in His plan of salvation
brought by the One whose birthday
we celebrate at Christmas would
enable us to practice forgiveness in a

way that has not been practiced
enough in the past. The hidden evils
of hatred would not burden relationships

between individuals or different

races of people.
- With so much more happiness, the
kind induced by God's ways rather
than man's ways, we couldn't but
praise the source of all goodness
and humbly begin the new century
with hope and joy!

Utopia - In God's name let's try
and make it possible

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

In the earlier stages of this century,
many Swiss were emigrating to
foreign lands in search of a better or
different way of life. New Zealand
was among one of the more popular
destinations, but was also very far
from home.
And so, some 65 years ago, several
of these Swiss immigrants came
together and founded the Swiss
Benevolent Society in New Zealand
- which has since been renamed to
what we now commonly know as the
Swiss Society.
Officially, the Benevolent Society
was created to "conserve and
promote the cultural standards of Swiss
citizens in New Zealand; to provide
moral support and even financial aid
if required".
But it also played a more practical
role. Without the luxury of today's

faster forms of transport, and in
most cases also lacking the
finances, these earlier immigrants
were not easily able to return home.
So the Benevolent Society's most
useful and popular purpose was of
course the variety of social functions
held by the regional Clubs - here
people were surrounded by familiar
language, and could enjoy each
other's company, as well as
traditional homemade food. At these
gatherings much homesickness was
temporarily forgotten, and many
lifelong friendships were created.
And now, as we head into the 21st
Century - and a new millennium -

many of the original purposes of our
Society remain basically unchanged
as we continue to strive to uphold
our Swiss culture and traditions.

Today, our current membership is
much more diverse. It still includes
new immigrants, but is now also
made up of many second, third and
even fourth generation descendants
of the Society's founding members
and later immigrants.
But although the composition of our
Society has changed over the years,
and a large number of our members
have been born and raised in this
country and are New Zealanders,
myself included, we are still Swiss.
We acknowledge our Swiss heritage
and its importance to us and our
identity.
So I sincerely hope that we will all
go on to cherish our inherent Swiss
culture, and also continue to support
the Swiss Society, and participate in
local Club functions and activities
well into the new century.
I take this opportunity, on behalf of
the Swiss Society Committee, to
wish all our members a joyous
Christmas, together with a very
happy, safe and prosperous New
Year - and please all take care on
the roads.

erao

Bed &
'unmet Breakfast

We look forward to treating you!
Specialising in Swiss brunch-style breakfasts, we

are passionate about our cuisine - try us out!

Bascha & Beat Blattner
Booking Freephone: 0800 342 313

Ph/Fax: 03 315 7428
e-mail: albergohanmer@hotmail.com
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My thanks to everyone for your support

of the Society over the past
year. I very much look forward to
sharing more information with you
next year in 2000!

With my kindest regards to you all,
Beatrice.

SOCIETY SUBSCRIPTIONS

There are still a number of Society
members who have not yet paid their
1999/2000 subscriptions this year.
A notice is enclosed to all unpaid
members, and I look forward to
receiving your payment shortly.
(Please note: this does not apply to members

belonging to any North Island Clubs)

FOR SALE

TITANO BUTTON

ACCORDION
120 Bass

Rent a Campervan,
Car or Motorcycle
in New Zealand

from

Swiss Travel Rent
09-2369023

we speak German and French
free pick-up and return for
airport and Auckland area
full cover insurance
unlimited kilometers
no hidden costs

competitive and reliable
left hand driving lessons on
country roads if required

*some age restrictions may apply

Owned and operated by a

Swiss Family
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