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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Often, when |, and others, meet or
approach someone interested in be-
coming involved with the Society or
a local Swiss Club, the one question
usually asked is, “What do we get
for our $25 membership fee?” Of
course, the first and most logical
answer is to say that all members
annually receive ten copies of the
Helvetia magazine. This is then
followed up with an explanation of
the magazine’s contents - local Club
news and events, short articles
about Switzerland, sports results,
useful advertisements of Swiss ser-
vices and specialities, and several
other items of interest.

The publication of the Helvetia is our
main means of communication with
all our members, as well as for the
four Clubs, and is therefore an ex-
cellent tool for regular contact with a
widespread membership. And yes,
its production and postage costs do
also use up the bulk of the annual
subscription fee. Very little is left
over to cover other expenses, how-
ever the fee is kept down to a mini-
mum to make it affordable for every-
one.

But | believe that membership goes
beyond just the ‘material’ gain. The
Swiss Society and the regional
Clubs were originally established to
assist new immigrants as they set-
tled into their new lives in a new and
strange country; and to bring these
people together so that they could

both foster new friendships with
compatriots, and celebrate and en-
joy their common Swiss culture and
traditions.

Of course, times have changed con-
siderably since the Society was
founded in 1934. Many of us now
were born and have grown up here
in New Zealand, but we still wish to
retain the basic traditions and cele-
brations of our country of origin,
enabling us to identify with our her-
itage. And the Society is still also
here to assist any members, how-
ever possible, in times of any sort of
need or difficulty.

Membership, therefore, cannot sim-
ply and solely be measured in mone-
tary terms, but also as a valuable

personal resource. It allows us the
opportunity to come together with
others of the same common back-
ground; to enjoy taking part in a wide
variety of gatherings and functions
celebrating Swiss tradition, and to
support and help each other if the
need arises.
So when both are put together - the
communication channel of the He/-
vetia, and that special and unique
bond we all share through the tenets
of our Swiss origin - we get a great
deal of value for our annual $25
Society subscription.
My best wishes for a happy Easter to
you all.

Beatrice.

SPRINGFALLS

Knitted garments made of top
quality natural Merino and
Meriho Cross/Mohair yarn

**Call in and see us now**
An ideal opportunity for your
overseas visitors
to choose from our great range
of original, undyed garments

All individually crafted on site
with satisfaction guaranteed
(Currently cash sales only)

We are easily found just off
State Highway One
only 15 km west of Mercer

For inquiries, phone (09) 233 4453
R Dance & Partners, Hunt Road,
RD 1, Tuakau, South Auckland.

TULIKIVI

HEATSTORAGE
FIREPLACES

One of the world's most beautiful and efficient ways to heat your home.

* Once fired for one to three
hours, the TULIKIVI
fireplace will stay warm for
up to 24 hrs.

* The leading European
fireplace, proven for over
a decade in Europe and
USA.

* A wide range of models
and sizes are available.

* TULIKIVT fireplaces meet
the New Zealand
specifications for solid fuel
burning heaters
(NZS 7421:1985)

¢ Finance terms are available

Showrooms at
Rotorua, Auckland
Whangarei, Hamilton
Tauranga, Nelson, Invercargill

TULIKIVI

For more information and free brochure,
Call FINSTONE LTD, Rotorua.
FREEPHONE 0800 824 200
FINSTONE LTD
Adrian Kiriisi
17 Janet Place, Lynmore, Rotorua
Phone 07 345 9200, Fax 07 345 9202
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