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EDITORIAL

At first glance it seems that Switzer-
land has nothing much in common with
the Netherlands except perhaps for the
Rhine which delivers to the Dutch, free
of charge, all the polluted water that the
Swiss no longer want.

But apart from the Rhein, Switzer-
land and the Netherlands have one
huge thing in common: the fascination
with mountains. We Swiss love our
mountains becausethey are there, right
at our doorstep, huge, majestic, beau-
tiful in their splendour. The Dutch love
the mountains too but mainly because
they haven’t got any, unless, of course,
as we will see later, they are simply
invisible to any non-Dutch person.

If you want proof that the Dutch love
the mountains, you only have to drive
up any little side valley anywhere in
Switzerland and you are sure to find at
the very top, where roads turn into
gravel andfinally into mountaintracks a
car with a Dutch (NL) number plate on
it. It never fails.

Every Swiss and for that matter non-
Dutch person believes that the Nether-
lands are absolutely flat. Apart from a
few hills in the very South-East of their
country, the Dutch seem to have only
two levels to live on: sea-level and
below sea-level. The difference in alti-
tude is merely the height of the dikes
that stop the rivers and the Northsea
from flooding half the country.

And yet the Dutch, contrary to eve-
ryone else in the world, seem to see
mountains everywhere in their land.

We all know that the Dutch have a great
sense of humour (in this respect they
have nothing much in common with the
Swiss...) and they certainly need this to
be able to stand the stress of living a
life-long life below sea-level (a thought
that would send any true alpine Swiss
into an absolute panic).

You may not believe this, but there
are well over 70 towns and villages in
the Netherlands containing the name
“Berg” or mountain. Some of them a
simply called “Berg” but amongst all
sorts of combinations, you also find
places such as “Bergambach” (trade
mountain), “Bergstoep (mountain step),
“De Berg, Gramsbergen, Kalenberg,
Middelberg, Spiesberg, Wagenberg,
Wijnbergen (Weinberg) and Zandberg”
(mountain of sand which is most likely
just a sand dune). Surprisingly there is
also a “Giersbergen” and more surpris-
ingly a “Berg en Dal’” (mountain and
valley). And yet all these places are in
what seems to us to be the flattest area
of the world.

Where the Dutch sense of humour
really comes to the fore is at a place
called “Driebergen” (three mountains).
Itlies onthe main road between Utrecht
and Arnhem. Make a stop and have a
look around. The land is as flat as a
pancake, not even the smallest mole
hill in sight and yet the Dutch see there
three mountains unless, of course, they
are just having us on.

But the Dutch’s biggest coup lies
near Breda where within a few kilome-
tres of one another, in an absolutely flat
landscape they have a “Zevenbergen”
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(seven mountains) a “Zeven-
bergschehoek” and a “Zwartenberg”
(black mountain).

Faced with such a formidable oppo-
sition, the Swiss, with their few alpine
peaks, have no hope of competing
against the Dutch.

But the Dutch are not satisfied with
just place names. Family names also
reflect the mountainous terrain of the
Netherlands. There are three types of
inhabitants in the Netherlands: those
who live on top of the dikes; these are
the Van den Berg's, those who live half
way up the dikes and who are called the
Van Dam’s or the Van Dijk’s and then
the poor Van de Meer's who live below
or under the sea. Since some 50% of
the Dutch population seems to be called
Van den Berg, it stands to reason that
there must be a sufficient number of
mountains in the Netherlands to ac-
commodate them all, otherwise why
would they be called Van den Berg.

Of course, we Swiss can match this
classification of inhabitants quite eas-
ily. All those Swiss living up in the Alps
are called Von Alp or Von Allmen, those
who have fallen off the Alps are called
Ab der Alp or, in old Swiss-German
Abplanalp, those who tried to get up the
mountains but got stuck half-way up
are the Amberg's and the Amstutz’s and
those who never got off the ground at all
are the Von Tobel's. The Imboden’s are
of course the directdescendants fromthe
prehistoric cave men since they still have
not managed to surface yet.

Sothere youare, the mountains and
theirassociated family and place names
are the one major thing we have in
common with the Dutch. If you do not
believe us, go and take a trip to the
Netherlands, but make sure you do not
fall off one of their high mountains. You
would neverlive it down in your whole life.

SEQUEL TO OUR EDITORIALS IN
THE JUNE AND JULY/AUGUST
ISSUES.

Theincident where a Wairarapa stu-
dent, while on bail, killed the father of
the boy who laid sexual abuse charges
against him totally proves every word
we said inthose articles: the lawis more
concerned with protecting the human
rights of criminals than those of inno-
cent people. What makes this case
even more stressful is that the criminal,
even before being granted bail, had
made open threats to kill one or more
members of the family in question. And
yet, against that background and de-
spite desperate pleas from the family
andthe police, bail was foolishly granted.

Thefinalblow came whenthe judges
Cont/nued next page

, NOTE TO SECRETARIES
Next issue of the Helvetia

‘magazine: OCTOBER 1996. All

contributions must be in by 15
September. Many thanks for your:
kind cooperation.




NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

All Editorials published inthe Helvetia
over the past 4 years are the sole
creation and property of your Editor
and were written exclusively for the
Helvetia magazine. Any reprinting or
publishing in any form within New
Zealand requires prior approval from
your Editor.

involved in the case, although ‘“very
distressed about the tragic events”,
could not see anything wrong with their
decision. They do not feel responsible
for the death of an innocent man, be-
cause it was all the fault of the criminal
who “disregarded the bail conditions”.

Ask yourself the question: Would
the judges still feel the same way if a
member of their own family had been
killed under identical circumstances?
We wonder.....

SWISS WATCHES SMUGGLED
INTO SWITZERLAND.

Would you believe it? This must be
worse that taking coal to Newcastle.
Butitis afactthat Swiss customs agents
discovered indeed that a gang of Swiss
individuals smuggled genuine luxury
Swiss watches which had been ex-
ported back into Switzerland.

The trick was relatively simple. The
luxury watches valued at over 10,000
SFR a piece were manufactured in
Switzerland and duly exported to a
foreign country. The exporter enjoyed
the double advantage of paying the
manufactureronly alow wholesale price
plus getting back from the Government
the VAT (GST) which does not apply in
Switzerland to goods destined for
export.

The watches were usually sent to
countries such as Russia, Poland and
ex-Jugoslavia. Shortly after that, spe-
cial couriers brought the watches back
to Switzerland by smuggling them
through customs. By means of small
advertisements in various trade maga-
zines and daily newspapers, the
watches were offered to the public at
exceptionally low prices.

It was these advertisements that did
attract the attention of the Customs
Dept. whose inspectors set up a special
undercover operation which eventually
allowed them to arrest the whole gang
of smugglers in one single swoop.

NEWS ITEM FROM THE EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND IN WELLINGTON:

VISIT TO NEW ZEALAND OF TWO SWISS-ITALIAN WRITERS

Under the auspices of Pro Helvetia, Arts Council of Switzerland, two writers from the
[talian area of Switzerland, Ticino, will be visiting New Zealand from 8-15 September
1996 to read and talk on their works, and to speak about life and linguistics in their
region.

The programme for Elda GUIDINETTI, a writer of prose and Antonio ROSS]I, a poet,
will encompass the following:

Wellington:
Evening hosted jointly by the Wellington Garibaldi Club and Circolo Italiano at 7.30pm
on Tuesday, 10 September, in the Club’ premises at 118 Tory Street.
Christchurch:

An evening organised by the Societa Dante Alighieri and the Italian Department of the
Centre for Continuing Education at the University of Canterbury. The function will be
from 7.30pm to 9.30pm at the Centre for Continuing Education on Wednesday, 11
September and a $5.00 entry fee will be charged.

Auckland:

A lecture at the University of Aucklnad for the Italian Department in conjunction also
with the Auckland Societa Dante Alighieri, at 1.00pm on Friday, 12 September at the
University Arts [ Building, Room 209.

LEANING TOWER OF
SCHAFFHAUSEN

No this is not a London bridge falling
down, but the new motorway bridge
overthe Rhine near Schaffhausen. The
pylon, leaning towards the river, is fifty
meters high and has been nicknamed
the “Munot Pendant”. This particular
construction allowed the bridge to be
suspended on one pylon alone which is
quite a novelty as far as suspension
bridges go.
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