
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 62 (1996)

Heft: [4]

Artikel: Binn in search of children

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944858

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 20.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944858
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

Binn, the pictoresque village in the "Ober-Wallis".

BINN IN SEARCH OF CHILDREN

THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL
Venison Salamis, Venison

Sausages. Contact Appenzell Deer Farm
Ph. 09 524-8899, Auckland.

"YOUR" SWISS TIME SERVICE
CENTRE

We restore and repair all top Brands
Antique and Modern Watches and
Clocks. We also pay you cash for your
unwanted time pieces.
Swiss Time Service Centre P.O. Box 3751
Auckland, Fax and Phone 09/ 832-3518
10% discount for Swiss Club members.

FOR SALE
Fitted single Bedsheets,

towelling-stretch from Switzerland.
Warm, soft and comfortable.

Colours: white, pink, light blue, purple.
Ueli and Ruth Baumberger. Phone/

fax 07 829 5886.

JOB WANTED
We are two young Swiss people

interested in an employment around
Auckland.

i am Marianne Brunner (29), Travel
Agent, looking for a job in Tourism.
Language abilities: German, English,
French, Italian and Spanish.

I am Willi Graf (31 Electrical Engineer

looking for a job in Hard- or
Software Engineering. Specialized in
microcomputer and control systems.

We look forward to hear from you.
Further information, Curriculum Vitae
and copies of Testimonials are available

from:
Mrs. Julia Moors-Roth, 291 Don

Buck Road, Massey, Waitakere City,
New Zealand. Phone/Fax 09 832 3518.

The pictoresque village of Binn (Ober
Wallis) is desperately in need of more
children. More and more people are
leaving the village which saw its population

shrink from 203 five years ago to
163 today. In five years, it has lost a fifth
of its population.

And yet Binn is situated in a
magnificient side valley of the Rhone,
the famous Binntal, which, since 1964,
has become a national park where all
fauna and flora is strictly protected. It is
a paradise for nature loving wanderers,
hikers and explorers. For its effort to
protect its environment, Binn even
received a "Heimatschutz" prize in 1991.

But because Binntal is a nature
reserve, no modern development is
allowed to take place: no cable cars, no
mountain railways, no large hotel
construction, no industry. So Binn remains
cut off from the money and job producing

tourist trade and commerce and,
unfortunately, because of this Binn is
slowly dying.

There are only 8 children left at

school with two of them leaving to
attend high school in Fiesch, the main
township in the area. With only 3 more
children below school age left in the
village, the future of the school looks
dim. If it has to close down, then Binn
may well see a further decrease in its
population as the affected families will
have to move down the valley to Ernen
or Fiesch as it would be impossible for
the children to make daily return trips to
these schools, particularly during the
winter months when the road is often
very treacherous if not totally impassable.

So Binn is trying to attract more
families with young children. Several
jobs are being advertised in the
newspapers: a manager for the "Tourist
Office", another for the camping ground
and a third to take charge of the "soft
and natu re friendly" development of the
valley. Additionally there are jobs for a
chef and a waitress. For city standards,
this is not much, but for Binn, this could
mean a new life for the village.

Although these jobs will not
command high salaries, they may appeal to
people who want to get away from it all,
to get back to nature and who want to
live a simple life-style. Another inducement

might be the very cheap rentals
for accommodation as many houses
stand empty in Binn

Rather than on skill, the advertisements

put the accent more on04 04age,
family and young children as this is the
type of people Binn really wants (we
wonder how they would get away with
NZ's Equal Opportunity Laws which
strictly forbid the mention of age, sex and
family status in "situation vacant"
advertisements. (Fortunately the Swiss have
still kept some common sense in this
matter ratherthan go totally mad as some
bureaucrats have done here in NZ).

Binn does not want temporary workers

who come and leave with the
seasons. It wants families who come and
settle in the valley for good so that the
village and its school can continue to live.

^ Roya I Heigh ts
Shopping Centre

138 Royal Road,
Royal Heights, Auckland.
phone <09> 832 5446-

We can supply you with Bratwurst, Cervelas,

Biersticks, Cabanossi, Frankfurter and more

All made on the premises by a Swiss Butcher.

Lamb, Pork and Beef cuts also available
for a competitive price.

Orders welcome.
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